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F R E F A. C E. 



Iw a former work, entitled, "The TbibunaXi whese SuPEESTiTioir is 
Condemned and the Peovidence op God towasdb Men Jitstipied," 
the author endeavoured, in accordance with his own notions of the 
subject, to take a short but comprehensive view of the arrangements 
of the Creator, manifested throughout the whole economy of the 
globe upon which man passes his existence, and to show the 
inconsistency of the notion, that either the original arrangements 
upon which the economy of the earth was based have become 
defective, or the creatures thereon, more especially mankind, have 
become depraved under the guidance of Infinite Intelligence. 

This second work may be considered a sequel to the former one, 
illustrating and confirming the opinions therein advanced by the 
acts, opinions, and creeds of mankind, considered nationally, locally, 
and individually. In so small a work as the one now offered to the 
public, the more general affairs alone of prominent nations and of 
individuals can be noticed. Christian creeds and doctrines, in 
conjunction with other religions and creeds, are of course adverted 
to, and the records of the Old and New Testament are strictly 
commented upon. In short, all concerns which affect mankind, 
civilly and religiously, temporally and eternally, such as creeds, 
laws, education, art and science, trade, commerce, missionaries, 
sports, war, customs, cHmate^&c, have been brought under notice. 
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The object of this publication is, not to thrust any particular 
religious creed, opinion, or idea upon mankind, but, on the contrary, 
to allow every one to entertain the creed which the circumstances 
amid which he has been placed, and the capacity of intellect which 
his Maker has given to him, have allowed him to compose. Man's 
position in the world to come, may be totally independent of his 
course of life on this earth; for, if otherwise, Paul's tyrannical 
bigotry and complete deficiency in benevolence, might make the 
glory of his heavenly crown the least splendid of every other. 
Let the " Eleven Thousand " take this remark into consideration. 
The Creator alone can judge of the incitement to action ; and no 
mortal can determine how far circumstances may render a man 
irresponsible for his actions. Truths in science and in political 
measures can only be proved by free discussion, or that great 
teacher — Experience. In like manner, all errors can alone be 
discovered by investigation. K, then, the Christian doctrines do not 
approve themselves to the whole world, and unite mankind by the 
bonds of concord and peace, let every individual be allowed to reject 
them and choose his own creed, without calling forth such an 
unwholesome document as is the " Oxford Declaration " of the 
" Eleven Thousand." 
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REASONS 

WHY 

BISHOP COLENSO 

SHOULD NOT BE CONDEMNED. 



" Give me that man 

That IB not passion'B alaye, and I will wear him 
In my hearfs oore, ay, in my heart of heart." 

Shaxxsfxabx. 

To those who interest themselves in the differences which have arisen among 
the Bishops of the English Protestant Church, concerning the truth and credi- 
bility of Biblical history, and of the doctrines therefrom deduced, the considera- 
tion spontaneously suggests itself, What will be the result of this complication, 
and, can it be productive of benefit to those whom it a£fects ? 

Before any endeavours are made to obtain a satis&ctory reply to these 
inquiries, it may, perhaps, be prudent to ascertain the nature and extent of 
the subject or subjects from which a solution is sought to be obtained. Many 
persons will readily allow that the subject is religion and Divine inspiration — that 
its nature is to instruct us in our duties to our Creator, and that it extends to our 
temporal and eternal concerns, but principally to our eternal. 

This view of the subject may, as it regards religion generally, be correct ; but 
in respect of the Jewish religion it is inapplicable, seeing that this latter had 
reference to ceremonies and ordinances of a purely temporal character. It is 
true that the religious and political government of the Jews were so intimately 
blended that they may be considered as one government. Such, at least, seems to 
have been the form of government which may be inferred from the accounts 
which the Jewish historians have given of their own people, especially in its 

B 
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ancient fbnn and during their wanderings ; and, as a stationary or settled 
people, they were always more or less subjected to the political govermnent of the 
nation under whose dominion they fell. 

Under the present liberal constitution of the British nation, the political 
government may be said to interfere in no way with the religious goyemment, so 
long as the religious doctrines do not interfere with the political laws and 
ordinances. It allows religious doctrines to be an a£Gur solely between man's 
conscience and his God ; and in this respect makes reli^ous government subser- 
vient to political. Now this is a most remarkable fact, and is truly the safeguard 
of the British Constitution ; for, although the religious aspires to the direction of 
affiurs of weightier concerns to man than the political government, yet the 
decrees of the former, being founded upon doctrines of such obscure and doubtful 
origin, are often more arbitrary and relentless than the political laws sanction. 

That mankind should interest themselves in afi&urs which immediately con- 
cern their present and future life, is quite consistent. It is equally consistent, also, 
and most seemingly in accordance with the decrees of the Creator, that the 
present should more closely occupy their attention than the future ; and thus, as 
a general rule, mankind intermeddle much more in the direction of politics than 
in religion — the arrangements of which they leave to those who claim to be its 
guardians. 

There is another circumstance which may be assigned as the cause why man- 
kind in general do not individually interfere in the regulation of religious afibirs, 
which is this : — that its doctrines profess to be founded, not only on obscure 
revelations, but that they are actual mysteries ; and, as human existence, like all 
other existences, seems ordained for eigoyment, the generality of mankind were 
content, rather than lessen the enjoyment of li& by useless attempts to under- 
stand incomprehensibilities, to leave such doctrines and mysteries to the solution 
of the thereto appointed priests. 

It is to be remarked that all the ancient governments appear to have been 
under the influence of the priests of that religion which was then and there 
dominant. This state seems to have arisen from the &ct that there was no 
nation which had any form of rule approaching to a constitution similar to the 
British. All were tyrannical or hierarchal. The consequence of this condition 
was, that the people themselves took no interest in the prosperity of the State, 
remained in continued ignorance, and were only kept in subjection by force, or, 
since the tyrant himself could have no confidence in the agents whom he em- 
ployed to enforce his orders, by religious superstitions. Hence we discover the 
origin of all supernatural agencies, revelations, and miracleSi which more or less 
characterize all religions. 

The Greeks seem to be the first people who introduced any appnoaoh to a 
constitutional government in their Republics. What result fcdbwed this intvo- 
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ducdon 7 Each member Bpotitaneotwly felt great interest in the prosperity of the 
State to -which each seyerally belonged, and a natural dedre arose in each to fit 
himself to fill any office in the State to which he might be appointed; and, as 
religions superstition was therefore no longer necessary to keep the people in 
subjection, arts and sciences flourished, and civilization sprang up» 

From this Greek regeneration another still more advanced arose in the Boman 
nation, and which, by the liberality of its constitution, and by the freedom and 
privileges to which each member of the State could lay claim, raised it to such a 
high degree of rank among surrounding nations, that from it issued the germ of 
civilization for the whole world. There may have been religious superstition 
among the Roman people ; but it was of that nature which is, as it were, inherent 
in humanity, especially when the people are unenlightened by education, and 
when they begin to regard Creation as a work of Divine influence* The rulers* 
also, may have encouraged this sentiment for certain objects and on certain occa- 
sions, but they did not govern the people by it ; nor, when their armies marched 
to conquer, and to spread abroad commerce and science, did superstitious priests 
follow in their steps to mar the effects of their rule. 

It is well authenticated, that the Eastern nations were Sources whence Greece 
and Rome drew much knowledge, and from which flowed streams of the highest 
intellectual refinement. The very accounts of the Biblical Jewish historians 
establish the fiict that the Egyptians were far superior to the Jews in refinement 
as well as in morality. Witness the royal reproof to cunning Abraham for his 
cowardly devices ; the punishments for immorality in Pharaoh's household ; the 
liberality of the Egyptians in lending their gold and jewels to the Jews, who 
used, as a device for borrowing them, Abrahamical falsehood ; and the liberal and 
protecting care of the Egyptian Government in fostering the infancy of the 
Jewish fkmilies. 

When reading the Biblical writings, it would be prudent always to bear in 
mind, that they must necessarily be partial. Even in those instances which repre- 
sent the Jewish people, or certain numbers, or even a certain individual of them^ 
as stiff-necked or disobedient, the object in view seems to be the exaltation of the 
whole people, or of certain individuals, or of a certain prophet, priest, or king, 
fbr a certain purpose, viz., as an example for imitation, or as a reproof to the 
generation then living, or to those who might hereafter be bom ; and the writings 
themselves hereby become aids, or even laws, for the government of the people* 
With this view before us, it may be only a jxist conclusion, to infer that the 
Jewish accounts were written for the future government of the people, and not to 
exhibit their real past condition. There is nothing extraordinary in this circum^ 
stance, even should it be the &ct ; and, once the religious and political govern- 
ment of the Jews were united, it is not so surprising to find that honesty and 
morality were sometimes sacrificed to religious superstition, seeing that, even in 
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onr day, In enUghiened En^and, such measures are adopted by the agents of 
Popery. Bat, whilst accrediting to the Biblical writers the zesort to fiction for 
political or religions objects, it must not be forgotten that this method is still 
adopted by religious and secular writers of the present day. What is also well 
worthy of notice is, that in order to exhibit yirtue, -rice must appear ; and a hero 
can only distinguish himself in the presence of a criminal. Whence arises this 
anomaly ? Why could the purity of Eden only become shown by the impurity 
of Eve and of Adam, and the existence of the evil serpent ? Why the fidth of 
Abraham, by his resolution to commit filiicide ? Why the morality of Pharaoh, 
by the immorality of Abraham ? Why was it necessary that Abraham, through 
his distrust in God, should entreat, and moreoyer, persuade his wife to abet his 
lying device, that King Abimelech might declare to Qod his own innocence and 
the righteousness of his people ? Wby must the sanctify of the bald-headed 
prophet be prored and proclaimed by converting the bodies of thoughtless 
children into bears' flesh ? If angels from the presence of the Almighty, nay, if 
the Almighty himself appeared in visible form upon earth, why was it necessary 
that they should be made to feast like corporeal beings on earthly food, to prove 
that their existence was divine? (Genesis, Chap. 18 and 19.) If the Son of 
God left his heavenly abode for the very express purpose to suffer death to savs 
mankind, why could this event only take place by the instrumentality of the 
devil, who obliged Judas Iscariot to betray his Master ; and by this act Christ's 
death, instead of salvation, became the means of destruction to Judas, and 
makes the name of Judas a byword of reproach and execration among all 
Christian sects, and a means of exalting the name of Jesus to the admiration of 
the world ? Why, in the immense number of so-called religious tracts, which 
are sent forth by the " Beligious Tract Society," must the fidth, adoration, and 
other religious sentiments of mankind be shown by fictitious instances of the de- 
pravity and corruption of human nature ? 

Why cannot a novelist depict his hero without an incongruous invention of 
other personages, so contrasted by inferiority in courage or nobility of feeling, that 
they must be either left to contempt, or brought to destruction by the course of 
events, in order that the valour of the hero and his abettors may stand forth in 
glorious colours to the delighted readers ? 

Thus the ancient Jewish writers, the ancient and modem Christian writers, 
and modem secular writers, all seek to obtain their objects by the introduction of 
fiction, and all make fiction refer to events either so distant in past or fbtuie 
time, or so indefinite, that disproof by fiicts is not possible. Is there, then, so 
littie distinction between virtue and vice, that extremes of each must be placed 
side by side, in order to make them distinguished ? And does the character of 
an individual, or his assumption of character, render a proceeding on his part 
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Tirttiotis or yicions, which same proceeding on the part of another individual 
would be regarded in an opposite light ? Such seems to be the view taken by 
the Jewish historians who have written of their own nation, and seemingly so 
nnadvisedly, that a historian of the present day could scarcely be found who 
would make the descent from such a progenitor as Abraham the pride and glory 
of his race, or of the nation whose history he was recording. Nor would even a 
novelist make such descent a source of honour to the hero of his tale. Abraham 
not only became rich by the prostitution of his wife, but he, reversing the fetal 
proceedings in Paradise, tempted her, and induced her to join in his criminal 
conduct ; and what, perhaps, was still more reprehensible in the man who is 
pronounced, by way of excellence, " Faithftil," — who is set up as an example for 
imitation to all mankind, and from whose body was to proceed a race to regene- 
rate the world — ^is, that by his conduct alone he caused rulers much more moral 
and considerate than himself, ignorantly to commit sin which, at least in one 
instance, brought punishment upon the whole nation. Now the manner of rela- 
tion as to the life and deeds of the prophet Abraham, may be taken as the style of 
the ^whole of the Old Testament. All accounts therein are interspersed with 
unaccountable events and mere assertions, which have no apparent source, and 
seem introduced just to serve the purpose of the writer ; and as the writer recorded 
events supposed to have happened at a very distant date, he seemed at liberty to 
introduce any event, and to make any assertion to serve his own purpose, without 
Hie fear of giving offence to any nation or party not interested in the subject or 
subjects^upon which he was writing. Moreover, as these accounts were for the 
Jewish people alone, they were not likely to circulate beyond their own 
guardianship. 

For exemplification of the truth of this remark, reference may be made to 
Cain and Abel. How unaccountable is the proceeding of the Creator towards 
these two brothers, who seemed equally zealous and sincere in the religious 
spirit in which they presented their offering to their Maker : yet the offering of 
the one was rejected, but that of the other accepted. Why ? What reason for 
the rejection of Cain's is to be assigned ? Of course, to the poet, — for the Old 
Testament is poetry, not history, since he was writing of events which had been 
so long obscured in the shrouds of time, — it could be of little interest who the 
parties were whose existence he was recording — ^whether Cain was Abel or Abel 
Cain. The crime of murder existed, and he would try to account for its origin. 
But why should not the fruit of the earth be as acceptable to the Creator as goats 
or sheep ? Each was a part of His divine arrangement, and must in His estimation 
be alike pure. But were they, to the writer's design, alike important and neces- 
sary ? This seems to be the question that requires solution ? The poet, or 
writer, could have had no concern in this period, or he would have given more 
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latkhctory pardoQlan concerning the persons -whom he Introdoces to his readers. 
He would have informed them, seeing that to Adam and Eve no daughter was 
bom, whence Cain obtained the woman whom it pleased him to take to wife, and 
not have left them, should they be yaliant enough in spirit, to exercise a fkith 
even surpasnng that exhibited by the FaithfiU Abraham, to enable them to pre 
credit to his accounts. 

With respect, then, to this recorded rejection of Gain's offering to his Creator, 
perhaps a reason may be found in the character of the chronicler. If he were a 
mgh Priest, or a simple priest, or even a strong partisan thereof, he may naturally 
be supposed to be much interested in the first-fruits of the flocks, as Christian 
priests are interested in tithes ; or, if he were the head of much people whose 
riches consisted of many flocks, and this condition necessitated frequent change 
of pasture and habitation, he would, from a like interested motive as the priest's, 
likewise represent the oblation of cattle as more acceptable to Heaven than the 
fruits of the earthi the produce of which was more favoured by a stationary mode 
of life. 

This mode of solution seems very just, and may advantageously be resorted to 
when no motive is assigned for the introduction of certain ordinances, or for 
certain events, which are shown forth as Divine — a claim which is not peculiar to 
the Jewish religion, but is more or less common to all religions. 

But to return to the prophet Abraham, and to conclude the observations con- 
cerning the accounts of his character and proceedings, it may be summarily 
remarked, that these very representations are coloured with the same tints, and 
heightened with the same tone, which characterize the whole collection of the 
Biblical pictures. All are held forth as supernatural effects, produced by that 
very Power who is declared to have ordained the natural arrangements of Crea- 
tion, and to have declared all perfect : thus the Creator is represented as a Being 
who, in order to produce natural effects, dishonours and annuls his original and 
paturally-ordained arrangement of Creation* 

Why should Sarah have passed all the vigorous portion of her married life 
In that condition so very distressing to a Jewish wife — barrenness ? And why 
should she become a mother in her old age, and against every condition of Nature ? 
Surely not on account of her faith, for when the Lord announced in her hearing 
this fact, she laughed aloud in derision at the announcement. What cause, then, 
is to be assigned for this supernatural event ? It must be referred, as just above 
suggested, to the character of the chronicler. Had Sarah conceived and brought 
forth during her youth and beauty, and her cohabitation with stranger kings 
and princes, when disowned by her husband, how favourable an opportunity 
would have presented itself for the busy tongue of malicious scandal to exercise 
its slanderous vocation, by calling into question the Jewish boast of having 
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" Abraham fbr flither." But, by the oondnued barremieis tyf Sarah vatil old 
1^ and minklet had destroyed her yoath and beauty, and had rendered her 
natural powers of froitfiilness a nonentity, and she had ceased altogether to be an 
object of amorons attractiyeness to royalty, and had become the object of mere 
esteem and duty— or rather, perhaps, of duty alone— >to her husband, seeing that 
mutual esteem does not generally exist between parties who hare disowned each 
other, the malign tongue of slander was despoiled of its yenom, and the Jewish 
race exalted by their claim of descent from the prophet Abraham, through the 
intenrention of a Diyine miracle I 

Now this claim to Diyine miracles and to inspiration, are the means to which 
all religions resort in order to justify the most extrayagant doctrines and to gain 
credit for the most outrageous eyents. It is with these unsubstantial weapons 
that the priests of all sects striye to combat the gainsayings of their opponents. 
It is likewise, alas I from such sources that so many doctrines inimical to the 
superintending proyidence of the Creator proceed. It must be granted that these 
defences against the force of Reason are well-nigh insuperable, since its right to 
rule is totally ignored ; and, as Reason insists upon right, and not upon might, 
which is the motto of Superstition, honest Reason suffers often terrible defeats in 
its contests against dishonest Superstition. And should Reason for the nonce lay 
aside its weapons, fsishioned in the workshop of Nature, and, assuming those 
forged by the wily arts of Superstition, endeayour to slay its adyersary with its 
own weapons, the cry would be — " Counterfeits I counterfeits ! Inspiration and 
miracles haye long ceased." 

Thus the adyocate of Reason, who has grown grey by age in his contempla- 
tions of the Creator's works, and has studied men and manners in more climates 
than one, is snubbed by some Miss, whose only knowledge of the world has been 
acquired in the nursery school-room, or from a few select books, and her whole 
reli^ous knowledge from a sectarian priest, and from entrance into his church 
or chapel door, if he attempt to remoye one pin from her cushion of sectarian 
superstitions. 

Of course, if it were admitted that Diyine inspiration was rife at the present 
time throughout the world, what sect, what doctrine, what superstition, would be 
secure against inyasion at the present moment ? Any bigot, any monomaniac, or 
eyen any sane rogue, might lay claim to a commission from Heayen, and declare 
himself ordained to proclaim the abolition of all at present established religions, 
and the promulgation of new doctrines. And who could gainsay him ? Some 
few years back there was— and this indiyidnal may still be liying near Castie- 
town, the capital of the Isle of Man — a woman who thought, and publicly 
declared herself to be El^ah. She had a chapel and numerous followers, and she 
published a weekly periodical, containing numerous quotations or texts fh>m the 
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Scriptures to prove the trath of her aMomption. Her own sister declared to the 
writer her belief in the assumption, and that her dster sometimes exercised the 
power ascribed to El^ah. Some yonng men, on one occasion, caused a disturbance 
in the chapel, and were summoned on this account before the authorities ; but 
were discharged with a mere reproof, as the magistrate would give no sanction to 
such an assumption. Some years back, a lady at Putney declared herself to be 
the Holy Ghost. And, in the memory of all who hare passed the meridian of , 
life, a gentleman, a Mr. Courtney, who had unsuccessfully cauTassed the consti- 
tuents of a borough in the western part of England, assumed the personality of 
Jesus Christ, and was, in the neighbourhood of Rochester, bringing over so 
many minds to the belief of the reality of his assumption, and had obtained such 
influence over them, that the Govemment was induced, from representations 
made to it, to order out a company of soldiers to arrest the pretender. The 
result of this proceeding was, that when the captain called upon Courtney to 
surrender, Courtney shot the captain dead ; and he in return was immediately 
fired upon by the soldiers, and killed ; and the followers of Courtney, resisting, 
were dispersed by the bayonets of the military. 

These facts may only be a sample of many similar ones which have taken 
and are still taking place, and from which small be^nnings important and 
powerftil religions, even of the present day, have arisen. Had Courtney not 
assumed a character which was in direct collision with the prevailing reli^on, 
and had not forcibly resisted the authorities, but had declared himself a prophet 
to proclaim a new dispensation, and had renounced all human force and influence, 
he might still have been living, and his grey hairs and doctrines be highly esteemed 
by thousands of adherents. But where is there a reli^on, — especially that aspiring 
to Divine institutions, and dominant, — ^to be found, which is tolerant enough to 
suffer a competitor, unless restrained by laws founded upon reason. What is 
the Foonder of Christianity reported to have commanded ? — '* Shake off the 
dust of your feet, as a testimony against those who receive you not." And the 
Apostles, in imitation of their Master, declare — " If any one preach any other 
gospel than what we preach, let him be accursed ! " Even Christianity, like 
Cffisar, must reign triumphant. 

As the Jews acted before the establishment of Christianity, so have the 
Christians acted since ; and so have all religions proceeded which have been esta- 
blished since Jewism appeared. And, moreover, in whatever manner the Jews 
may have sought to establish their doctrines, so, likewise, were all reli^ons, long 
prior and subsequent to the existence of Jewism, spread abroad. It is not to be 
supposed that Jewism was the first religion of the earth, or even the first that 
established set forms and ceremonies. The Jewish people and their writers, 
without the shadow of a doubt, formed their religious code from the religious 
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codes of the snrroiindiiig nations, as well as their code of morality. Of course, 
irhen a religions schism takes place, it must necessarily arise from difference in 
doctrine or in ritual goyemment ; and this schism always seeks to justify itself 
and to establish whatever novelties may be introduced into the worship, either by 
condemnation of the party or of the religion from which it separates, or by 
asserting Divine interference and conmiand. 

The pr^udiced tone of feeling in which the votaries of one religion regard all 
those of every other religion, is a subject of deep and serious reflection. But of 
all votaries, those of the Christian denomination entertain the most prejudicial 
feelings. The Jews were taught to regard the extirpation of all nations who 
interfered in the way of their aggrandisement as a matter of obligation. The 
Christians, too, by their bloody crusades and their destructive sectarian wars 
among themselves, were no less fiinatical than their predecessors the Jews. But 
what is far more &natical, every other votary who does not subscribe to their 
belief, is declared an outcast from heaven — ^yea, more, an inmate of hell I The 
Mahommedan, which may be regarded as an ofbet from Jewism and Christianity, 
propagates ito creed by the sword. If we turn towards the more Eastern nations, 
we shall find that they regard the ex-votaries of their creed as barbarians and 
excommunicated, although they do not support their creeds with that fire, sword, 
and torture which have so often characterized the Jewish and Christian. 

How admirably does Shakspeare make the relentiess Richard exclaim, " Crowns 
got by blood, must be by blood maintained !" So ^e Jewish creed, established 
by blood, was upheld by blood ; and ito offispring, Christianity, has sought and 
still seeks to overcome aU opposition to ito creed by forcible means, whenever 
such are necessary for ito establishment ; for, to quote the words of the poet Cowper, 
in reference to polished manners, the spirit of Christianity is — 

" Restrained indeed ; but not subdued." 
It IB the government, under the influence of reason, which restrains the 
bigoted spirit of every creed, that is, wheresover it is restrained. 

Everything must have a beginning. This saying seems to be a truth 
admitted by all men, if one exception be made, or if we except those who enter- 
tain a belief in a universal Creator ; and as this eternal existence and con • 
tinuance of a universal Creator can be neither proved nor denied, but only 
inferred, it would now be useless to say one word on the subject. But what may 
be asserted is, that creeds, like evento and natural producto, have a beginning. 
The Jewish, then, like all other religions, has had a beginning ; and, as above 
remarked, was propagated by the same means. If Abraham was the founder of 
Jewism, as well as the &ther of the Jews, it must have been many years after his 
death that any code of ritual forms and ceremonies were drawn up as a guide for 
the regulation of the Jewish worship, if this code was given to the Israelites by 
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Mowf in the wlldemeM. Many yean, ineladliig kumaii generatloiiSk pMBed 
ftway before the deaoendants of Abraham became inhabitants of Egypt ; and, by 
the Biblical account, ** the aojonming of the children of Israel who dwelt in 
Egypt was fonr hundred and thirty yean." Is it, then, to be supposed that the 
Israelites had been, daring all'this period, without rules and regulations for their 
worship. Their own history utterly lefiites this supposition. Yet, if bondsmen 
to the Egyptians, how could they compose a code of rites and ceremonies for the 
regulation of their worship ? The truth appears to be this, that the whole 
account of the Israelitish sojourn in Egypt, their departure therefrom, and their 
wanderings in the wilderness is a mixture of tradition and fiction, and was com* 
posed long after the supposed events recorded, and after the establishment of 
themselves as a distinct people, and of their worship by a code of regulations. In 
order to give weight and importance to themselves, and respect to their religious 
institutions, their priests and rulers would naturally present all under the pro- 
tection and direct inspiration of Heaven. In like manner was the Christian 
religion established long after the supposed events recorded had taken place, and 
when they could not be contradicted, and all was ascribed to miraculous inter- 
vention or inspiration. As a confirmation of the questionable truth of the 
Israelitish departure in one night from Egypt, and the mode of departure, the 
Biblical account shall be brought forward. 

To begin : It may be remarked that Egypt extended over, at least, a few 
square miles, and that the destruction throughout the land did not take place until 
midnight. How could Pharaoh, then, become aware of all this destruction on 
this very night? But he did something more than receive information this 
night ; he sent for Moses and Aaron, whom, it seems, he knew where to find. 
Well, when they came, he prayed them, as well as the children of Israel, to go 
and serve the Lord after the manner they had represented, and to take their flocks 
and their herds, and to bless himself also. The whole inhabitants of Egypt like- 
wise are represented as becoming simultaneously aware of this wholesale destruc- 
tion of their first-bom of men, and also of cattie, throughout the whole land on this 
same eventfUl night ; and were urgent for the departure of the Israelites, lest them- 
selves might all become dead men. Upon this request, it appears that the 
entire Israelitish population, viz., iix hundred thoueand foot that were men^ besides 
children, likewise became simultaneously and suddenly aware of the desire of 
the Egyptians and of their king ; and, likewise, it may be supposed, of the desire 
and permission of Moses for their departure. They instantiy took their unlea- 
vened dough, and their kneading-troughs, and their clothes upon their shoulders, 
and then went amongst the Egyptian homes to borrow their jewels of silver, their 
jewels of gold, and raiment ; and thus despoiled the Egyptians. " And it came to 
pass, at the end of the four hundred and thirty yean, even the self-same 
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day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord 'went oat from the land of 
Egypt." By the term, " hosts of the Lord," are to be comprehended, about six 
hundred thousand on foot that were men, beddes chfldren, and a mixed multi- 
tude, and flocks and herds and very much cattle; and to make this account still 
more complex, it is added : '' And it came to pass the self-same day, that the 
Lord did bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their abmibs." 

Csesar, in his Commentaries, relates that the Helyetii, after their resolution to 
migrate, allowed themseWes many months to prepare for their departure. The 
correspondent of the Daily Telegraph informs us that it employed the Prussian 
troops many hours to move a small body of their forces in pursuit of the Danes, 
even when beforehand prepared for this movement. But here is a whole people, 
who at a moment's notice, prepare themselves to quit their country with all 
their flocks, herds, and much cattle I And in the short space of a few hours, not 
one is left in the land of their birth I Will not a cursory examination of a few 
minutes of these accounts, place them in the same category as that to which the 
accounts of Abraham belong ? Do they redound either to the glory of the 
Creator, or to the honour of humanity ? As Abraham was made guilty of a 
continuance in a disgracefdl proceeding, to bring punishment upon others and 
riches upon himself, so were the Israelites, under the conduct of Moses, and the 
sanction of the Almighty, made guilty of treachery and robbery, to enrich them- 
selves and bring destruction upon the Egyptians ; for it is expressly declared that the 
Lord Gk)d of the Hebrews designedly hardened Pharaoh's heart, that He might 
first show His wonders by smiting all Egypt with very grievous calamities ; and, 
then, by softening Pharaoh's heart in order to give the Israelites an occasion to 
rob the nation who had so generously protected them, and from which they had 
flocks and herds and much cattle. 

It would have shown a less revengeftd spirit in the breast of the writer, 
if he had exhibited the Hebrews in a more fltvourable light, as men impressed 
with some kind feeling and grateful recollection towards the Egyptian rulers 
and people on account of their generous hospitality to Jacob and his twelve 
sons during the £unine, and, moreover, on account of their fostering care, by 
which the descendants of Israel had become a great nation. Such a proceed- 
ing would also have been more in accordance with the character of the Qod 
of Israel, who is represented as long-suffering and gracious, &c. But these 
would have been &cts too tame for the eventful history of the Jews. The 
Israelites, on whose behalf the waters of the Bed Sea are reported to have divided 
themselves in order that they, by the aid of a fiery pillar on one side and a cloud 
of darkness on the other, might pass through with dry raiments and unmolested 
would not have been sufficiently distinguished in their career, if their migration 
from Egypt had been marked merely by the common operations of nature. 
They required miraenloiui interposition and effects so exciting that they could 
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luise sensation to a climax. The established arrangements of heaven and earth 
must be OTertnmed ; the retributiye laws of justice annulled, and the common 
sense of posterity outraged, to render the Jews eonspicuous, and, bj excellence, 
the chosen people of the Lord. Otherwise it might hare been expected that the 
divided waters of the Bed Sea would have overwhelmed the hosts of Israel instead 
of the armies of Pharaoh I 

To this wonderful departure of the Israelites from Egypt, may be added a 
circumstance calling forth equal wonder and surprise ; and which may be put 
on an equality with the wonders which the God of Israel is recorded to have 
performed on the behalf of His chosen people in hardening and softening 
Pharaoh's heart. This circumstance is the thriving state not only of the 
Israelitish population, but of that of the Israelitish cattle and possessions in 
the midst of bondage, and hard labour, and oppression. It is true that 
a slave population may greatiy increase under bondage, especially when 
this increase is encouraged, and when it becomes a source of wealth to 
the slaveholder. But who has ever heard of a slave population becoming rich 
in cattle and possessions? The Israelites, certainly, are represented as having 
become rich and mighty before they became oppressed by the Egyptians, and 
it was oi^y after a new king arose over Egypt, who knew not Joseph, that the 
oppression began. Supposing, however, that Joseph was dead and embalmed 
before this new king ruled over Egypt, is it to be inferred that this very remark- 
able nation kept no records of the astounding events or of the remarkable rulers 
of their land ? The name and deeds of Joseph ought to have been well 
known, not only to the new king ; but, moreover, they, as well as the mira- 
culous plagues and the total destruction of Pharoah with his whole army 
and the chariots of war, should have been recorded in black letter in Egyptian 
history, and should be household words among the Egyptians of the present day. 
But, allowing this new king to have been totally ignorant of the records of the 
nation over which he was about to reign, could he possibly have conceived that 
by a plan so impolitic, nay, so ridiculous, he was about to enslave a people whom 
he declared to be more and mightier than the Egyptians themselves. Or, is it to 
be inferred that the Israelites, who " were frmtfvX and increased abundantly ^ and 
rmdUpliedf and waxed exceedingly mighty ; and the land was filled with them, " and who, 
it may be reasonably supposed, through the influence of Joseph, had obtained 
many offices of trust and power, and even employment in governmental depart- 
ments of the State, could be reduced to bondage by such means. 

It may here be remarked, that, whenever the condition of the Jews of the 
present time is advanced as an argument in confirmation of the truth of Revela- 
tion, it may always be objected that this is no proof of Revelation, unless this 
fact can be established, viz., that no descendant of Jacob, sumamed Israel, has 
ever quitted the Jewish communion to adopt another creed, and that all who have 
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professed the Jewish fidth have been, or are truly the direct descendants of 
Jacob, snmamed Israel. If the truth could be ascertained, perhaps there are at 
the present day very few of the Jewish community who have pure Hebrew blood 
in their veins, and many million Gentiles whose blood has been mixed by 
Hebrewish alliance; Therefore we may suppose that many Israelitish ofiEspring 
worshipped the gods of the Egyptians, and were, like Moses, uncircumcised. 

But allowing every descendant of Israel (when this new king began his reign), 
to be purely of the Hebrew communion and interest, and had all quietly sub- 
mitted to the tyranny and murderous decrees and devices of the new king, and 
which were already in force when Moses was bom, such severe measures were 
sufficient of themselves to deprive the Israelites of all their possessions, as well as 
to reduce them to bondage. The former condition, indeed, seems a necessary 
consequence of the second. How then could the Hebrews be rich in flocks and 
herds, and much cattle, after having been in severe bondage during so many 
years? 

A few more remarks, and an inference shall be drawn from such conflicting 
accounts. 

In these transactions between Moses and the King of Egypt, the usual con- 
duct of the Jewish prophets towards the Gentiles, viz. lying and deceiving, 
under the sanction of Heaven, is resorted to. Is it then in any way surprising 
that modem Jews have always regarded Christians as lawful victims to cozen and 
cheat. The introduction of the belief of magic and witchcraft among mankind 
is due to the holy writ of the Hebrews, as that of the devil and his agents is due 
to the holy writ of Christians. The proceedings related of the magicians are 
most remarkable, and must have astonished themselves ; but it suited the object 
of the Hebrew writer. The accounts likewise of the whereabouts of the He- 
brews are also very remarkable. Sometimes they vere all over the land of Egypt, 
which was filled with them ; but, when the poet found himself napping over hi» 
descriptions, he found it convenient to assemble them all in Goshen. Moses, the 
hero himself, who was afterwards chosen by God to give the Commandments to 
the children of Israel, one of which states " Thou shalt not kill," was guilty of 
the violation of this command at the commencement of his public career, by the 
deliberate murder of an Egyptian ; and we are not informed either that Moses, 
repented him of this evil, or that he was reproved for such a crime by the Gt)d 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The murder was, it is true, to f^irther Jewish 
interests]; and, being of this nature, appeared, when received by Jewish prejudice/ 
a deed worthy of Divine sanction. 

With regard to the thunder, lightning, flames, and clouds of Mount Sinai, it 
may be asked, for what purpose was all this fuss made ? Will it be pretended 
that these moral or, rather, social obligations were not in force among all the na- 
tions surrounding the Jews, and from which the Jewish codex was drawn up. (It 
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must here again be Kmarked, and this remark always kept in Tiew, that when 
the "Books of Moses'* were written, generations subsequent to the events 
recorded had probably passed away before the writer or poet thereof penned 
them.) It IS not from the Jews that the most probable account of the early 
history, antiquity, and religion of humanity is to be gathered. The races from 
which the Jews are reported to have derived their descent, are represented as 
always to have been wandering; and the just inference to draw therefrom 
perhaps is, that their moral and reli^ous laws, or social regulations, may have 
kept constantly toning themselves by the influence of the nations or peoples with 
whom they came in contact. The nations to the north of Asia are probably the 
most characteristic type of antiquity ; and when the Mosaic accounts were being 
penned, they could from their own accounts establish political existence long 
prior to the Jewish formation of Adam and Eve. This circumstance is, without 
doubt, a fkct; for, from their almost isolated situation, they have not been 
exposed to political or religious disarrangements or innovations by the conquest or 
inroads of invaders, as the more southern and as European nations have. It 
may then be asked. Whence did the Chinese and other nations obtain thdr political, 
moral, and religious laws ? Judging from their industry, population, domestic 
habits, peaceable condition, and general political regulations, and their own high 
estimation of themselves, and low estimation of other nations, the Chinese appear 
to have arrived at quite as high a degree of civilization as that to which the Jews 
ever attained, and have reached this point without Jewish revelation ; for they 
are as adverse to Christian doctrines as are the Jews, and to Mosaic rites as 
Hebrews are to. Confrician tenets. Is not then the God of the Chinese as great 
a being as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob? or, if the same Almighty 
Bang is alike the GK>d of each people, why not allow each nation to worship this 
Being after the Cushion they deem best ? For if the Creator desires that His 
creatures should address Him by any peculiar fbrm or rites. He surely has both 
the power and liberty to make this known to them without a possibility of being 
denied or gainsayed. 

That the Jews decried idolatry, and generally adhered to the worship of one 
Gk>d, is true. But whether the representation which they give of their God is 
liie true character of the Almighty and Universal Creator, is qidte an open 
question. 

The attempts of man to form any correct conception of that Almighty Intel- 
ligence (designate such Being by any other name or title if it be preferred), by 
whose might alone the universe is upheld, seem utteriy fritile and vain I The* 
human mind, nay, the instinct of the brute creation, is not comprehended ; how 
then can infinite intelligence and might be grasped by a power so limited as not 
even to judge of itself? But although humanity is thus restrained, it may and 
will often indulge and gratify the sentiments of its puMst aspirations in •zalted- 
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notions of the gloriom attributes of the unirersa] Orefttor» and terek in anticipa* 
tion of the possibility of hereafter dwelling in the real presence of Deity, and 
comprehending the whole mysteries of creation. Bat» notwithstanding man 
cannot attain to any perfect knowledge of Deity, yet most surely the more the 
human intellects are developed by the study of natural philosophy, the less 
erroneous will be his conceptions, and the more liberal and conciliating will be 
his sentiments towards humanity in general. 

Now, although the ^Hebrews worshipped only one God, yet this God was 
peculiarly the God of the Hebrews, and all his operations were in thdr behalf and 
against their supposed enemies. Sometimes mention is made of the gods of the 
Egyptians, and of other nations in the Scriptures, as if they seemed to admit the 
existence of more gods than one, but that the God of Israel was the best and 
most powerftil. From this circumstance, should it be the fkct, and fh)m many 
others of a similar sort, it may be inferred that the old Scriptures are a compila- 
tion of traditions, and of the opinions and writings of rarious poets and writers 
which were at that time in vogue. Whether the Jews universally believed in the 
existence alone of one God, is a matter of much doubt. Certainly their notions of 
the Deity were not very exalted and refined. On the contrary, their conception 
of Deity partook more of the idea of a powerfiil magician, who was under the 
influence of pasdons in some degree akin to those which characterize humanity, 
than that of a Being absolutely too pure and perfect to be actuated by caprice or 
passion. The fiimiliar interviews which are recorded to have taken place between 
Moses and the God of Israel, the people's reproaches to Moses, and even those of 
Moses to his God, the anecdotes of Moses and his rod, &e., of the Egyptian 
magicians' performances, and of a variety of other similar records in the Book of 
Exodus, all prove it to be the conception of humanity, and not the work of 
Civinity. Moreover, the broken and di^ointed character of the narrative itself, 
the sudden introduction of an irrelevant particular or event, and the detail of 
fiicts frequentiy repeated, prove that effect, more than truth, was the object in 
view of the writer. 

It has already been remarked, that the moral, religious, and social obligations 
inculcated in the two Tables of Moses, were in force long before the Scriptures 
record that they were miraculously given to Moses. The Scriptural accounts of 
the Egyptians prove this, as well as the present state of un-Ghristian nations, 
whose antiquity claims priority to the Biblical creation. The opinions concerning 
the nature of the Being who is the object of adoration may differ, and therefore 
require particular forms or ceremonies of worship, as well as influence social 
customs ; because, strange as it may appear, climate not only affects the exterior 
man, but has also a mighty influence in the formation of creeds and forms of 
religious worslup ; but notwithstanding such effects, all religions, all moral and 
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locial sentimento, have the same origin — ^riz., humanity. If all religions and- 
moral sentiments thns spring fh)m humanity, why should it be surprising that 
these qualities should yary as humanity itself varies ? and why may not hu- 
manity vary as well as other animals, and even as plants, by climate and other 
causes ? Custom is said to be second nature, and, as a general rule, this saying 
holds true ; but yet the customs which suit warm climates are unfitted for 
frozen regions ; and as the degrees of temperature vary fh)m the Equator to the 
Poles, so are customs varied, as they are adopted by the intervening nations or 
inhabitants. 

How great an influence over the feelings and passions, has the change of sea* 
sons I The spring, unfolding the beauties of reviving nature ; the summer, 
having revealed the full magnificence of the earthly creation ; the autumn, dis- 
playing the rich stores of nourishment ; and the winter, again restraining the 
genial efforts of nature — each produce corresponding effects upon the human 
sentiments Even the change itself Ax>m a bright to a cloudy day, has power to 
affect the spirits of animal, and even the sensations of vegetable life. The truth 
of these remarks is exemplified by the production of our own poets. How beau- 
tifully has Thomson described the sentiments these seasons variously excite I 
Milton, deprived of sight, and forced thereby to draw upon the resources of ima- 
gination, has composed a poem, perhaps of grander but of less natural, and there- 
fore of less pleasing and cheering ideas, but equally illustrative and confirmatory 
of the truth of the remarks just made. It is the cheerless gloom of winter, — ^not 
the hopeful excitement of spring, nor the glories of unfolded summer, nor yet the 
refreshing abundance of autumn, — which inspires his song : all his sentiments, all 
his imagery, are toned by the gloomy character of his theme — the ruin of God's 
creation. Whatever merit may be due to Milton's " Paradise Lost " as a literary 
production, as a work on demonography it is certainly not to be approved of ; 
for it has favoured the belief in demoniacal influence— a belief which has pro- 
duced, and is still producing, such evil results to mankind. 

Even trades and professions in some degree modify the sentiments of those 
who exercise them. Eespecting this remark, however, it may justly be observed 
that the sentiments of those at least who follow a certain pursuit from inclina- 
tion and choice, are sometimes not so much the result of the mode of life which 
they have chosen, as the trade or profession or mode of life which they pursue 
is the result of the innate character and propensities of the individual himself. 
When the adoption had been made from necessity, and not from choice, it often 
happens that one pursuit is relinquished for another more congenial to incli- 
nation than the former. Many of those who relinquish a former pursuit enter 
into or embrace what is termed the calling of the ministry, the term including 
the Roman Catholic, the Protestant, and the whole class of the Dissenting 
Churches ; so that the ministration of Christianity, at least in the two latter divi- 
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dons, is discharged by many Indiyiduals who fonnerlj were discharging other 
offices. Many have entered the Protestant Church from the army, the nayy , from 
the medical and legal professions, and firom other pursuits. Now, without endors- 
ing the remark which is so often made of the Church, and with no invidious 
feeling, yet it may be said that many take upon themselves these duties from 
a calling of pecuniary gain, rather than frt>m a calling of grace. Indeed, in 
many families the Church is a kind of heirloom, and son from son enters the 
Church for the sake of the living. These, however, are not the men who stake 
their own salvation upon the maintenance of a dogma ; but it is those who enter 
it from conviction, under the impression of a calling from above, who would 
make all men liars to prove God to be true — ^who would sacrifice the whole 
creation to maintain their creed — ^who address their hearers by the term 
** beloved " more by a formal custom than from warmth of afiPection or regard — 
and who willingly place all unbelievers among the " accursed ! " At the head of 
this class was the Apostle Paul. There are others who are induced to enter the 
Church on account of the position which it gives in society, and from the oppor- 
tunity which it affords them to display their person and their oratory in public, 
as well as their skill in lo^c and disputation. These are of the Pharisee school ; 
for surely no one who is of the present day and who has sound intellects, will 
suppose that humanity has changed its nature since its creation — that is, that it 
has ceased to be humanity. Man can choose fresh channels for the flow of his 
passions, but cannot change his nature. He may occasionally overcome the 
restraints imposed upon his passions, his genius, and his intelligence, when these 
have acquired increased tone by fresh streams of knowledge and the frurther 
development of science ; as rivers swollen by fresh accessions of water overflow 
their banks, and drive before them all obstacles which offer resistance to their 
course ; or as stagnant water becomes impure and hidden by foul gases and by 
vegetable matter generated on its sur&ce, so do the intellects of man, left un- 
developed by science, become foul and obscured by sloth and superstition ; but 
whether excited or at rest, man's nature is the same at the present moment as it 
was two thousand years back, and as it will be two thousand years to come : for, 
as the nature of water is always to descend to the lowest level of the earth's sur- 
face, so it is the characteristic of humanity always to exhibit itself by the natural 
impulse of the sentiments. And, if so, is it not absurd to talk of regeneration ? 
Let us look around the world and consider the doings of men. What are the 
civilized and religious inhabitants of the United States of America now doing ? 
Are they murdering and destroying for an idea, for liberty, for humanity's sake, 
for religion, or for the glory of God ? Are they a nobler, a happier race than 
the red-Indian race whom they have driven from their abodes ? Or are they in 
the estimation of man or in the sight of the Creator a nobler or happier race than 
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those ancient raoes who are inhabiting Asia ? Or are the present nations of 
South America more noble» more yirtaous and religious, and more happy than 
those they have supplanted, or -whom they are governing ? We will come 
nearer home-subjects, and ask whether it be noble, humane, yirtuous, and reli- 
gious conduct in Britain, — and moreover righteous in the sight of Heaven, — ^to send 
thousands of murdering soldiers, that is, fellow-creatures, and millions of pounds' 
worth of ammunition to New Zealand to destroy our kin, after having forcibly 
possessed their land ; and does this conduct constitute the settlers a nobler and 
happier race in the Almighty's estimation than the aborigines ane. Waste land 
already was, and is, in abundance in Australasia, North America, and elsewhere, 
if our population reqmred removal. The same questions may be asked relative 
to our colonies in South Africa, for it ought always to be borne in mind that 
happiness is not exterior splendour, nor is it always dependant upon the develop- 
ment of the Acuities, and thus the Caffires may, in their uncivilized state, be, in the 
sight of Heaven, a happier and a more virtuous people than their conquerors. 

It has elsewhere been shown that civilization, whilst it increases the sources of 
enjoyment, also opens fresh sources of vexation and disquietude. 

It is very remarkable that all this disagreement between Bishop Colensa 
and his fellow-bishops should have arisen from the shrewd intelligence of a so- 
called savage. This &ct proves how apt mankind are to be influenced by 
education and first impressions, regardless of their reality and truth, and how 
unwilling they are to admit conviction, even when error has been exposed. This 
circumstance is a most wise arrangement of Providence, and thus produces what 
is most beneficial to mankind (stability of conduct), though it may apparently, 
in some instances, seem an evil. 

Again, what regeneration has taken place in Europe ? Do Protestant Prussia 
and Catholic Austria, — ^in short the whole German people, — ^waging war against 
Protestant Denmark, bear testimony to the fact? Does Russia, professing the 
Greek-church faith, fining, banishing, hanging the insurgent inhabitants of 
Poland, professing the Roman Catholic faith, give hope of the world's regenera- 
tion ? Do the immense armies of Europe, and the almost incalculable stores of 
munitions of war in every kingdom, provided against any sudden emergency 
which may happen, give hope of this state? Do the aspirations of the Roman 
C&tholic persuasion of Ireland, their feelings towards Protestant England betoken 
the arrival of this state ? In short, does any portion of any part of our Globe 
afford evidence of this change. If Italy, if Ireland, if Poland, and every other 
discontented people were to realize at once their ardent aspirations, could an 
assurance be given that these concessions would satisfy them, and that henceforth 
they would keep the peace towards all other nations and peoples, and all other 
nations and peoples towards them for ever and ever. Might not f^esh complica- 
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tions arise oven from very slight caused, and nations again imbrue their hands in 
the blood of their fellows ? 

If regeneration is to take place, it will not be by the influence of the Holy 
Ghost, for the Holy Ghost of one Christian sect is most irreconcilable towards 
that of another. Will, then, political influence accomplish this ? Here again 
an apparently insurmountable obstacle presents itself, for it has been shown that 
party-feeling is strong in politics as well as in religion. However, there is this 
advantage in the former over the latter, that the benefits of the system or of the 
measures advocated by different parties in politics can be tested by time and trial, 
and thus influence the judgment and conduct of the people ; whereas the benefits 
proposed by the religious sects, who appeal neither to time nor to the judgment of 
men, but to their hopes in a fhture state, become a subject of mere superstition 
and opinion. 

Viewing all these events with a calm mind, and comparing them with the 
state of the world anterior to the introduction of Christianity, it will be discovered 
that, as to its religion and morality, very little difference will be found at any 
period of the world's existence, and that, if some of the western and northern 
nations appear to have progressed in civilization, others in the east have retro- 
graded. Persia, Egypt, and Greece are not what they were, either in commerce, 
arts, or science. Nor in the north of Africa is there now a nation equal to the 
ancient Carthaginians. Italy has receded since the introduction of Christianity. 
But nations, like towns, sometimes rise and fall by events over which man has no 
control. The natural obstruction to a harbour or to the stream of a river, is suffi- 
cient to destroy the commerce of a town, and thereby to reduce the inhabitants 
(if no oth6r resources are at hand) to poverty ; and, after this, farewell to religion, 
as well as to arts, sciences, and to civilization. England, great and powerful as 
she is, although, morally speaking, her greatness and glory appear still in embryo, 
and her stability only commencing, may, while she is yet ruling the waves and 
diffusing liberty to the nations which she governs, and is elevating it as a boon to 
the whole globe, from some natural effect (if f]:t>m no other cause) be deprived of 
her influence and renown ; and what then will become of her boasted creed ? Will 
it not fkde with her glory ? 

It may well be credited, that the morality and the religious sentiment of the 
Ancient Britons, even before Csesar invaded their isle, were as stroug as they now 
are among its present inhabitants. By religious sentiment, Christianity, of 
course, is not meant ; for Christianity, of the present day at least, has, and can 
have very little true religious feeling in it. Religious sentiments, in their full 
extension, excite in the being under such influence, love, respect, and admira- 
tion towards all the Creator's works universally, and therefore do not consist in a 

c2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



22 

selfish creed or superstitioiis belief. It is quite pos^le and probable that these 
irere the true sentimezits of Christ, although not fbnnd in the New Testament. 

As to the morality of the Ancient Britons, it might be in deed and in truth 
not only equal but &r above that of society of the present day. Civilization, if 
it mean the introduction of the arts and sciences, of refinement, of the luxuries 
of life, and of wealth into society, naturally produces immorality, by collecting 
mankind together in crowded towns and cities. This immorality does not arise 
from the less educated and poorer class, but from the wealthy and luxurious, 
who have the wish and the means to induce, or^duce, or bribe those who firom 
various causes are poor and in want, who are vain, or who are so inclined, to 
minister to their lusts ; this course, once opened, begets other evils and greater 
poverty, until at last the great cities and towns, at home as well as abroad, became 
reservoirs of immorality. But let any philanthropist visit the narrow streets, the 
lanes, and close alleys of some parts of London, discover how literally stuffed the 
unhealthy and incommodious dwellings are with living beings, and witness the 
number of children of both sexes and of various ages, trying to amuse them- 
selves in the dirty and narrow spaces outside these very hovels, his wonder will 
not arise from beholding the immorality of the spot, but, on the contrary, at 
seeing so much eigoyment, so much contentment and industry, yea, so much 
morality amidst so much privation and poverty in this unnatural state of life, 
and with gratefril feelings towards the universal Creator, he will exclaim: Surely 
the Almighty frttmes the mind to the circumstances of life ! Were he to enter 
the interior of some of these uninviting abodes, he would find the fiither indus- 
trious, the mother frugal and hard-working, the children comparatively clean 
and well-conducted, and the domestic concerns, for the means at hand, well 
ordered. But all are not of this stamp ; for since food, clothing, and habitation, 
which are the sources of contentment, and aids to good conduct, must be pur- 
chased, this state of well-being must depend upon the presence or absence of 
poverty. Where utter destitution prevails, neither religion nor morality is 
cherished. It might be well, then, if the Bishop of London's fund were employed 
first of all to provide fit habitations and provisions, or sufficient labour, — as this is 
the main consideration, — ^for the poor and destitute of London, because we should 
then see the mothers of the lowest orders of society as moral and religious as the 
richest ladies of the land, supposing they are not already in this condition ; and 
all the other much-desired consequences would naturally follow under a just 
political government. 

Before death, must be existence ; and the continuation of existence is the first 
and strongest sentiment in existence itself. Man, like other animals, is brought 
into the world for the express purpose of enjoying existence on this earth, where 
his Creator has placed him ; and, so long as food and space are on the earth, surely 
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every subject at least who has not forfeited his claim hj some outrage against his 
fellows, is justly entitled to his share thereof. Let us not therefore think it our 
duty to offer the empty and unsatisfying doctrines of deyils and hell-fire instead 
of bread to our starving fellow-creatures with starving children. Extreme 
poverty is the cause of many crimes, even very often of drunkenness. Great 
riches and luxury no doubt assist thereto ; but then it is through the aid, perhaps, 
of poverty. Labour is natural, and therefore pleasing to man, and is his original 
means alone of subsistence. Let work be advertised, and see how many applicants 
will always be found. After a snowfEdl in London, witness the hundreds of men, 
lads, and even girls, who with broom and shovel in hand, in spite of cold and 
wet, hurry forth to gain a few pence by sweeping the snow fh)m doorways, 
steps, &c., even although there is no certainty of success. Witness again the 
starving creatures who walk our streets and frequent the race-courses near 
London, and who are glad to stay the cravings of hunger by devouring the 
morsels of orange-peel which they may haply find strewed on their way. Let 
us not then talk of idleness. We must recollect that the acres of our land are 
not firee. The unemployed cannot go and till the land, and make it fruitful. 
They are not the fiivoured owners of the soil, or they might not need either the 
shelter or the food of the workhouse. Of what use to them is English liberty, 
English freedom, if they can procure no labour from others, and are debarred 
their natural right in the fruits of the earth ? Let not, then, our starving citizens 
ask for bread and receive stones. Let them have labour instead of churches. 
Let them be taught to worship their God in their daily labours, and beneath the 
glorious vault of the universe, which is God's throne. There is Dartmoor, and 
much other uncultivated land in many parts of England, where dwellings might 
be erected, the land brought into cultivation, and the unemployed of London, 
and those deprived of dwellings by its improvements, might be transported to 
turn the wilderness into a smiling garden — and, if necessary, let even the army be 
kept pure and healthy by assisting in such useful occupation. 

Much, very much, may yet be done in political as well as in religious govern- 
ment before either becomes perfect. Indeed it may be stated as a moral axiom, 
that they never can become perfect, seeing that each must at all times sympathize 
in the onward march of progress. 

At page 18 mention was made of the ministry, which term was said to include 
the Boman Catholic, the English Protestant, and the Dissenting Protestant 
Churches. Under the term Dissenting, the Churches may be said to be numberless, 
for there are indeed many of them, and they have each a separate name, and a 
distinction in doctrine or creed. It is most remarkable that each one differs from 
the other in its interpretation of the doctrines contained in both the Old and New 
Testament ; but perhaps more especially in those of the New, because it is upon 
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t he matter found in this book that the various sects found their creeds. Yet ^hat 
is most strange is, that each Church claims to itself the credit of preaching the 
same doctrines which the Founder of Christianity taught. All these circum- 
stances render that which of itself is remarkable and strange, still more so. Why 
should those who lived ten, or twelve, or sixteen hundred years after the Founder 
of their creed had died, or those who are now living, know better the doctrine of 
Christianity than their predecessors, who lived hundreds of years nearer to the 
period when it was first promulgated. If the present generation, in this respect, 
is wiser, or has become better informed on this subject than its predecessor, why 
should not every succeeding generation in like manner grow wiser in the know- 
ledge of this same subject ? Where, then, is it to stop ? Or, if, the more distant 
the period from the institution of Christianity, the more obscure the original 
doctrines, then, in time, they must become totally a mystery. But, — ^passing 
strange I — ^this is by its own declaration its original condition. Is the &ct, then, 
that it has never been understood at all surprising ? K Christianity, once esta- 
blished, was never to be altered, why came forth the Reformation ? or why, long 
before the Reformation, did the contending bishops and their partisans wage war 
against each other for the establishment of a creed, of an idea ? In such per- 
plexity, which one is right, which one is wrong, who shall decide ? Attempts 
have lately been made to hold meetings, composed of ministers of the various 
denominations of Christians and their partisans, with the philanthropic view of 
uniting all sects into one harmonious whole. At Westboume Hall, Bayswater, 
the Rev. Dr. Fry, Dr. Chalmers, and some other ministers of the gospel, held a 
meeting for this purf^se, and others were intended to be held ; but what has the 
result been. Alas I they little comprehended their own spirit of dissent, still less 
the obdurate spirit of superstition. 

With all due credit to these gentlemen for benevolence of feeling and kindly 
tone of speech, yet it must be doubted, however much they may have studied the 
gospel upon which they establish their own doctrines, whether they have ever 
duly studied humanity, and have made themselves acquainted with the springs 
which instigate the mind to action. If no two leaves of a tree, throughout all 
nature, can be found without some distinction between each, of colour, form, or of 
some other property, is it at all surprising that each separate portion of humanity 
should have its individuality ? How unwise, then, the individual, how contracted 
his intelligence, who would force all his fellows to be judged by his own scale of 
thought and discernment I This procedure would be outrageous in subjects 
purely rational — ^how much more illiberal in mystical ideas lindin superstitious sub- 
jects ! Must every one admire and comprehend the very vulgar and &r-fetched 
similes of a Spurgeon, the obscure prophetic dictions of a Cumming, the illogical 
ogic of a Molyneux, and credit the bold assertions of a Boyd ? But yet how 
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much Boerer their mode of thinking and preaching may be disapproTed of or 
condemned by many of their fellows, it must not be supposed that they are 
about to dispel that halo of glory and renown which they flatter themselYes 
encircles their brow, by adopting the opinion of another ; especially since their 
coffer is also enriched by the calling which they have chosen. It is no easy 
task to cease the prosecution of a dishonourable and laborious pursuit when it 
returns much wealth : how much more unwilling must men be to cease that 
which combines renown and wealth. They preach, not to be convinced, but to 
couTince all the world ; and, when they ascend the pulpit to send forth their 
thunder and mandates to those around them, they fimcy themselves far above 
the Jupiter on High Olympus of the Romans, for they style themselves the heralds 
of the Living God, whose glory, alas, they very often ignore in their own self- 
pride I 

Thus it is found that these meetings of sects never produce unanimity among 
the various members, but, on the contrary, often increase the schisms, because 
each one is anxious to retain his own doctrines at the expense of those of his 
opponents — ^to convince and not be convinced. The inveteracy of sects in politics, 
as well as in religion, is verified oy the use of a toast formerly so frequent among 
liberal and jovial parties of young men, and which perhaps has conduced very 
much to destroy the influence of party feeling. The toast referred to is, ** May 
difference of opinion (in politics and religion) never lessen friendship." 
Whence arose these various sects of religion ? 

That there should be this antagonism about a subject which claims divine re- 
velation in the first instance, and a perpetual outpouring of divine inspiration to 
comprehend the revelation for all future time, is extremely perplexing ; because, 
if differences and opposition arise on the subject, it is t9 be inferred either that 
the revelation is not complete, or that some of the parties who interpret it are not 
thereto inspired ; and this constant and insurmountable difficulty then always pre- 
sents itself, — how to decide, and who is to decide, between the fiilse and genuine ? 
It has been shown how obdurate the various sects are in their opinion, that, instead 
of unison, discussion often produces firesh schisms. It is not, however, more 
strange that schism should happen at this distant period, than that it happened in 
the time of the Apostle Paul. Since these schisms cannot be justified, but yet, in 
order to save their faith firom total discredit, the schismatics themselves endeavour 
to palliate the inconsistency, by saying that the rent never descends to the 
foundation, or by some such simile ; although the rent, small as they may con- 
sider it, actually excludes a portion of their innocent fellow-creatures from the 
blessings of Heaven. 

To prevent schisms, various plans and means have been resorted to from time 
immemorial. Among the Jews, the priesthood was claimed by the descendants of 
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a certain atoek. The Dndds had Hub right probably inyeated in a certain claM ; 
at least, it iraa only those who were duly initiated in the mysteries of their 
religion, who could exercise the office of priest. This appears to hare been the 
system of the religion of most kingdoms and countries. The Greeks and Bo- 
mans appear to have been the first nations who broke through these trammels of 
priestcraft, and liberty of opinion in religion as well as in politics was unre- 
strained. To this circumstance their intellectual development may perhaps be 
ascribed ; or was it vice versa f whateyer the &ct may be, the one assuredly 
assisted the other. It has been elsewhere remarked,* that if the Boman nation 
had not arisen, Christianity might not hare existed. It was this liberty of 
speech which allowed Jesus to condemn the Scribes and Pharisees, and which 
caused the various discussions and trials, and all the other results which followed. 
It would be quite accordant to the subject in hand to remark at large on the 
events of this period ; but they would increase the bulk of the work too much for 
the object in view. 

When the Christian doctrines began to be propagated, this liberty of speech 
and free discussion was found to be productive of evil consequences to mankind, 
on account of the opinions of the various sects which arose ftom the mysteries in 
which the supposed doctrines of Christ were enshrouded, and from the variety of 
natures imputed to him. This appears to have been the &ct from the earliest 
stages of Christianity, for in the beginning of St. Paul's ministry these sects 
were already rife. It is not therefore surprising that at this distant date they 
should less numerously exist. Indeed the prevalence of them in the past, pre- 
sent, and friture is, and wiU be, a most natural effect from the nature of hu- 
manity, and the character of the religion itself. 

First, the life of Christ is, for the most part at least, a complete mystery ? 
What do the Scriptures relate of him from his infancy to his thirtieth year ? 
Do they inform us where he slept, even for one night, how he supported himself, 
and what his food was ? But it is needless to say more — they only present to us a 
very unsatisfactory account of a few miracles, a few discourses, a few disputes, 
and a few supernatural events which might be comprised in the period of a few 
weeks at most. Then, Christ's instructions to his disciples are full of mysteries. 
Again, the Holy Qhost was to be their teacher, not men ; and by this means they 
were to be invested with extraordinary powers, and the Holy Ghost was to be 
obtained by prayer and fksting. Under these circumstances is it surprising that 
such dissensions as those which have existed should have arisen, or that many 
now exist, in spite of the efforts which were formerly made, and are now being 
made to suppress or remove them? It was probably to suppress the calamitous 

** See '* TribuBal^where Superstition is oondemned, and the FroTidenoe of God jiutified to 
Hen," page 14. 
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effects of dissent, that some supreme power sought to establish itself a0 a standard 
by which all were to be judged. Now this could not possibly be effected without 
great ii\|astioe, oppression, and extreme cruelty. It is well known to what 
measures a political goyemment, when once established, resorts, in order to sup- 
press insurrection in its own states, and to punish those of any other power 
which abets it ; and since political and religious goyemment has been shown to 
be under the same influence, — ^humanity, — and that the one contends for a reality, 
the other for a creed, an idea, it may well be imagined with how much more en- 
yenomed a spirit the religious than the political goyemment will persecute. 

It is not necessary to the purpose in yiew, to giye an account of the ways and 
means by which it may be supposed that a supreme religious court was esta- 
blished at Rome, which politically and religiously aspired to the sole direction of 
the whole world. Its proceedings are well known, and haye been too calamitous 
to humanity eyer to become effaced from the page of history or the tablet of 
memory. It established its priesthood. It did more. It drew up codes and tests 
of its own inyention, to preyent dissent, and enforced them by the extremity of 
temporal and eterUal punishments. But yet all these measures merely restrained, 
but could not smother dissent. Men's minds are too yarious to be under the 
guidance of one indiyidual or one class of indiyiduals ; and many others, like 
Jesus, will prefer their own doctrines rather than be compelled to adopt those of 
another. Thus the seyere measures which the Court of Rome adopted to suppress 
heresy or diwent, become the cause of its increase and outbreak. 

After Protestantism had established itself, did it .proceed on a more liberal 
principle than the Ohurch of Rome ? At first it could not with any degree of 
consistency pursue the same seyere measures which it had condemned in the sect 
from which it had just separated ; but, like it, when it became conscious of its own 
power, by haying the support of the Goyemment, and well knowing of how unre- 
strained an interpretation the texts of Scripture admitted, and fearing lest other 
dissents might arise ftt>m it, as itself had arisen from the Roman sect, and, more- 
oyer, as it could lay claim to no direct appointment to its office from an appointed 
race of priesthood, it drew up certain forms, condemnatory of the belief of the 
sect which it had repudiated, wherein it embodied its own creed and doctrines 
as criteria to test the trae &ith of all future belieyers. But did this arrest the 
spread of dissent ? No, not eyen when time and bigotry had strengthened the 
power of the Anglican Church, and it, like Popery, was then employing fines and 
imprisonment to aid its object. In our own day we see dissent arising among the 
▼ery Bishops themselyes, and questioning the truth of Scriptural history, and 
also other members of the priesthood, in Essays and Reyiews, questioning the 
soundness of its doctrines. 

The Christian religion is too much imaginatiye to make mankind harmonious 
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in their agreement concerning the felidtj of hearen and th« eternal torments of 
hell; but although, in this respect, they are not expected to be unanimous, it 
does not follow that all religious sentiments are to be banished from the human 
breast. On the contrary, the pure spirit of Christian Charity and Forgiveness is to 
be inirardly cherished ; but the spirit of Christian Reoenge and IJhforgvoeness is to 
be utterly condemned and despised. 

However various the colour of the chamelion may appear to the beholders in 
the different positions from which they view it, its form and nature still remain 
unaltered ; so, pure religion is not changed in act or spirit to the discerning eye of 
reason, however it may be masked by prejudice, interest, or superstition. 
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CHAPTEE II. 



For Forms of Goyemment let fools contest, 
YHiate'er is best admixiistered, is best ; 
For modes of Faith let graceless Zealots figbt. 
His can't be wrong, whose Faith is in the right : 
AU must be false, that thwart this one great end. 
And all of Ood, that bless mankind, or mind.— Fopb. 



All sermons or discourses which are founded upon the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity militate against the idea of one Almighty Superintending Providence. 
Even the doctrines of the Old are often at variance with those of the New Testa- 
ment. Let it be supposed that an individual, entirely ignorant of all Christian 
doctrines, but fully impressed with the idea that all existences were brought forth 
at the fiat alone of one Creator, who is perfectiy holy, and is almighty in every 
attribute that can possibly be assigned to him, enters a Christian church for 
the first time, and hears the preacher denounce the wickedness of this evil world, 
declare the existence of malignant agents, as invisible spirits, passing to and fro 
through the whole extent of creation, instigated with an untiring zeal to thwart 
every good purpose of this Almighty Beneficent Being, who composedly allows, 
nay, ordains such malicious spirits to tempt creatures whom he had created 
holy and pure, and in his own image, and, after they succumb to the temptation, 
dooms them to everlasting and indescribable torments. What, it may be asked, 
would be the effect produced on the mind of this individual ? Would it not be 
confused astonishment at such doctrinal contradictions ? and which astonishment 
would be greatiy increased if he were assured that these very doctrines have been 
sought to be enforced upon the minds of mankind by fines, imprisonment, and 
by the extreme of tortures ; that one nation allows no other religious doctrine 
to be taught, and that all Christians believe all the rest of mankind, except those 
who entertain these doctrines, to be in a present, as they will remain for ever 
in a future accursed state. But a fact still more remarkable is, that different 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30 

iects of Christian0 entertain doctrines so opposed to each other's belief, that they 
mntnallj consider each member of the opposing doctrine accursed ; so malignant 
is the effect of bigotry and superstition. The censure of the public intelligence, 
not the liberal sentiments of the various sects, has had great influence in 
modifying the rancorous feeling of one sect against another, or at least in partly 
suppressing it ,* but the yery schism is sufficient evidence of the existence of the 
spirit, otherwise no schism would occur. 

As a confirmation of the truth of the remark, that Christian discourses 
exhibit contradictory doctrines, that very often the assertions of the first part of 
a discourse are opposed to those of the latter part, that all are opposed to the 
idea of one Almighty Creator, and that one text of Scripture is often over- 
strained to support the interpretation of another, reference shall be made to the 
discourse of a reyerend divine of no mean reputation. 

On Sunday evening, the 24th of January, 1864, the Eev. Archibald Boyd 
preached at St. James's Church, Paddington, from the second chapter of Genesis, 
verses 2 and 8. 

The object he had in view was, to prove that the Sabbath was not only to be 
a day of cessation firom labour, but a day set apart for holy purposes, and for 
man to prepare himself for another life. 

The Lecturer said he had been induced to preach upon this text, to combat a 
contrary assertion, which he had read in a periodical a day or two before. 
Wholly disregarding the injunction of the fourth commandment, — viewed by 
opponents as a mere Jewish institution, — the reverend divine declared that he 
would exclude entirely all argument that might be drawn from this command- 
ment, and depend solely upon the account firom which he had chosen his text, 
since it referred to a period long before the institution of any Jewish ordinance, 
to establish the proof of a divine ordinance in the appointment of the Sabbath. 
Allowing that the Lecturer always announces his discourses in a very masterly 
manner, and that they might, if all his remarks were just, and his premisses 
admitted of no denial, bring conviction to his audience, an objection shall be 
taken to the Lecturer's assertion, " that the Sabbath vhu appointed for man to 
prepare for another etate;** seeing that the Lecturer entirely overlooked the fkct 
that the words upon which this institution is founded were spoken before Adam's 
reported Fall. Now, if Adam and £ve were originally created perfectly pure as well 
as immortal, neither repentance nor preparation for another state after death 
could enter into the design of the institution of the seventh day's rest. If they 
were to repent and to die, then an irreconcilable contradiction inevitably follows, 
for mortality and sin must have been inherent in them at creation ; so opposing 
and perplexing are the accounts from which the doctrines of Christianity are 
drawn up. Whether the Lecturer's reason had or had not allowed him to 
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difloorer this objeotion, he oertainly did not attempt to gnpple iiith the difBcnlty ; 
on the contrary, many of his remarks were opposed to his assertion, for he 
declared that man, mentally as well as bodily, required rest as a natural conse- 
quence of labour or exertion. This of course is true. But if this seyenth-day rest 
-was a natural ordinance, it would obtain not alone in Christian and Jewish lands, 
but would be observed in all pagan and barbarous lands also, in the same way as the 
day>re8t and the night-rest is strictly observed by those animals who are respec- 
tirely and admirably appointed to the one or the other. 

The night season is generally sufficient to restore the lost energies of the day ; 
and should it not produce this effect, it may, perhaps, be justly inferred that 
nature has been oyerstrained during the day. And wherever and whenever the 
corporeal frame or mental energies have become weakened or strained by too 
much exertion, rest is not alone beneficial and necessary, but allowable. But the 
rest which the man overcome by corporeal labour requires, is not that which the 
mind, closeted over abstract subjects, or engaged entirely in literary pursuits, 
seeks as refreshment and relaxation. In the present high state of civilized 
society, or what, perhaps, would be more aptiy styled, numerously-peopled 
sodety, — ^which state certainly sets the human intellects of all classes at work in 
order to find the means how to live oneself, and to contrive that others may also 
live, where mental and bodily labour is carried on both night and day, — it would 
be utterly impossible to fix one stated season for the whole population to eigoy 
rest. Some hard-worked men, as well'as overworked horses, require more than 
one Sabbath day in the week. It has been shown that climate affects the laws 
and customs as well as the races of men. 

It would be quite as consistent, — and why not quite as true ? to say that the 
Creator has appointed Ash Wednesday, Gk>od Friday, Christmas Day, and even, 
perhaps, all saints' days and &8t days, as days of rest, and to be kept holy. 
Whence arose the observance of these days? Why was the Sabbath day 
altered ? Have Christians presumed to alter the decree of the God of Abraham, 
and do they force the zealous children of Abraham to omit the first day's work 
and to substitute for it a Sabbath not appointed by their God ? What divine 
authority have they for these violations of the law ? Popes I Cardinals I 
Archbishops I Bishops I Is it thus that you fulfil the golden rule of your 
fiuth ? Well may the despised children of Jacob exclaim : ** Bigots I Fanatics I 
Men of great superstitions I How admirably you swallow camels, how wonder- 
fully you strain at gnats 1" 

Hence a clue may be obtained to the observance of the Sabbath as a day of 
rest, as well as for religious purposes. Daily experience proves to us how littie 
consideration the love of gain has for our fellows. This fact is exemplified in 
the brute as well as in the human creation ; and yet, strange to say, the pro- 
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vident brute tribed who lay np storefl for adyeme times, are held forth as induce- 
mentfl to humanitj' to procure riches. Whence has arisen negro slavery, the 
slayerj of children in manu&ctories, that of menials, and needle-women slavery ? 
Has not love of gain been the source ? But does not also philanthropy, and the 
desire of ease and pleasure, exist in the same humanity where love of gain dweUs ? 
Even in brutes, is not parental afifection and friendship, nay, even gratitude, or 
sensibility to acts of kindness, inherent, as well as ferocity ? All life, vegetable 
not lecfs than animal, offers many views worthy the consideration of man. How, 
then, is this love of gain to be restrained ? Not by itself, for it is not conscious of 
its offences, but by the opinion of others, — ^that is by social laws. The opinion 
has prevailed of late, that even six days of hard labour in busy and crowded 
towns is injurious to the body as well as to the mind. 

Most men, as observed above, are fond of ease and pleasure ; but these pri- 
vileges can only be obtained by means of wealth. Should, therefore, some 
members of the community cease to carry on business whilst others were con* 
tinning it, this result would naturally follow ; viz., that the latter would 
have the advantage of gaining wealth at the expense of the former; and 
the general desire of affording the opportunity of relaxation and pleasure to 
the public, would be partially defeated by the love of gain of the few. In order 
to counteract this result, if the unanimous consent of all the members of the 
community could not be obtained to certain and fixed regulations, the 
desire of the many over the few must pr^ail by the enactment of a law. Thus 
has arisen, of late, by consent, the daily early evening closing of business, and the 
free afternoons on the Saturdays. 

The Jewish Sabbath, doubtless, arose from a similar spirit ; and as the Jewish laws 
were under the control of the hierarchy, this rest, like all other Jewish institutions, 
was declared especially appointed by Heaven, and was made the means to call the 
people together to hear the laws read, and to perform the rites and ceremonies of 
their religion, and thereby to strengthen priestly authority and to collect 
revenues for the support of the hierarchy and thdr religious institutions. 

Should it be asked by what authority these rites and ceremonies of the Jews were 
instituted, if they were not of divine appointment, the answer is : Search for the 
origin of those of the Druids, Chinese, Hindoos, Romans, &c., and when it is found, 
then a clue is obtained to those of the Jews, as also to those of the Roman Catholics 
and of the Protestants. Or, will it be pretended that the rites and ceremonies of 
these two latter sects, their creeds, the oaths which they exact, the collections 
which they appoint, and the various doctrines which they teach, are all of 
divine inspiration ? To go a step further. Will they pretend that the spread <^ 
^heir doctrines and the compliance to their rites and ceremonies have been 
entirely the effect of the Holy Ghost ? Will they also, like the Jews, assert that 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



33 

the Iran which their priestfi, enthroned on' high in their secular dignity, have 
sanctioned, have all heen carried on by diyine command,? Is it the Holy Qhost, 
or some other ghost, which has spread abroad in Ireland those two grand sects 
of Christianity which are so adversely contending for snpremacy. If the Holy 
Ghost, then itself illustrates its own remark about the kingdom of Satan. And, 
surely, if the Holy Ghost be divided against itself, how shall its kingdom stand? 
And if the Bishop of Natal be divided against the Cape and English Bishops, all 
generals of the Holy Ghost, how can its kingdom stand ? Has Spain become 
the wonder of the age for the most gloomy intolerance and bigotry that has ever 
tainted a political government, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost ? And is 
England, at present, by the agency of this same influence, the admiration of the 
surrounding nations on account of the enlightened and liberal policy which 
actuates its government ? Or is Spain wholly and solely under this control of the 
Holy Ghost, and the British Parliament only partially governed by the influ- 
ence, and partially by the influence of other ghosts ? Suppose that assumed 
commander-in-chief of the Holy Ghost, — ^the mortal who sits enthroned in 
earthly pomp amidst his menials in the Vatican at Rome, were no longer allowed 
to administer either political or religious law in Spain, by the instrumentality of 
his agents, and that some liberal members of the Bsitish Senate, — ^not those clothed 
in lawn and filled with spiritual knowledge, for then wars of the Spirit might 
arise, and more Doctors Colenso be hunted to death, but those distinguished by 
ermine or those without it, and endued with that wisdom which is naturally 
imparted to man, — were summoned to assist in directing the afiairs of the State of 
Spain, what effects might one expect to be produced therefrom ; and would it 
be just to impute all the benefits which might hence arise to mere natural 
effects? Will any one venture to deny that all religions, yea, the Christian as 
well as all others, have not arisen and been propagated alone by those senti- 
ments which are implanted in man at his birth ; and, moreover, ^to substantiate 
the justice of this denial by prooft? 

Christianity itself made littie progress until sanctioned by imperial fiivour. 
How has Popery been established? By fire and sword, by bloodshed and 
the Inquisition, by Popish bulls and Imperial decrees. Does not Egypt, does not 
more especially Alexandria, bear witness to the woeful effects of the dissensions 
of sectarian and bigoted Bishops? Was the premeditated and cold-blooded 
murder of the Huguenots a divine inspiijttion of Heaven ? or was it the effect of the 
passions of men, debased by the instigation of fanaticism ? And have the less 
revengeful doctrines of Protestantism been established by the divine influence of 
the Holy Ghost, or by proceedings for the success of which, every true philan- 
thropist could conscientiously invoke the blessing of Heaven ? 

Did the Ptotestant Bishops in the House of Lords, when war was carried on 
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against the Oafl^, rise up finom their seats, and, inspired with the Sfnrit and the 
eloquence of a Chatham, denonnoe snch extreme measures as alike offennye to 
the creed which they professed and to the sentiments of humanity ? And when 
the materials of warfare were sent to New Zealand, to exterminate the Maoris, 
did they refuse to inyoke their God for the success of the scheme? If in 
neither instance did the Bislj^ops condemn the course pursued by the Goyemment, 
it may be inferred that they approyed of them, and, like the Jews, yiewed them 
as holy wars, and commanded by Heayen for the spread of Christianity and the 
establishment of Christian Bishops in pagan lands. 

But, in this case, as well as in that of the Jews, the question at once suggests 
itself: Did the parties oppressed, and the surrounding nations who heard of 
the oppression, regard the &cts in the same light as did the oppressors? On the 
contrary, might they not yiew the acts as deeds of tyranny and iijustice, and 
the result of might against right, and not as the diyine commands of a God of 
loye? Tet, notwithstanding such iigustice, judging from the superstition of the 
present day, it is quite possible that some hundreds or thousands of years hence, 
occurrences which haye now taken place, and which haye been regarded as deeds 
of cruelty and oppression, both by those who suffered the effects of such deeds, 
and by those to whom they were reported, may be recorded as acts especially 
ordained by Heayen ; or the accounts of these occurrences may be so disfigured 
by prejudice or interested motiyes ; or eyen, firom the same motiye, feigned eyents 
may be related to haye taken place in order to giye weight to certain doctrines, 
creeds, ceremonies, or laws for political or religious purposes, and which doctrines, 
&c., may haye come into yogue during the interyal. In some such way as this, 
haye most of the miraculous and improbable Jewish and Christian histories been 
brought into existence. What miraculous accounts are constantly being foisted 
upon their credulous yotaries by the agents of Popery; and were they not 
restrained by heretical censures and sneers, it is probable thdr inyentions might 
eyen force the Egyptian Plagues into the shade, and which are, perhaps, the 
most childish inyentions that eyer had currency. There does not appear to haye 
been, or to be, a single nation or people influenced by set Ibrms and rites of a 
religion, which does not impute to that religion some diyine or supernatural 
source. 

Is it not a yery remarkable circumstance, that there is no account of Adam 
and Eye's obseryance of a seyenth day in the Bible ; nor is any mention of the 
obseryance of it by any of their descendants before the flood ; nor eyen, after the 
flood, by any of the posterity of Noah or even of Abraham, until they were in the 
wilderness, where the Israelites were to gather sufficient manna on the sixth day 
for a supply for the Sabbath, when none was to appear on the land ? 

The Lecturer took an objection to the expression, " And God rested on the 
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Berenth day from all his works" because the mereyolition of the Creator was 
sufficient to prodnce any which he might desire. Whether the Hebrew poet 
entertained the same idea of God as the Reverend Archibald Boyd, is only 
to be surmised. The term " rested," is certainly quite appropriate to the 
context ; and if the term be used to denote the mere finish of God's volition, it 
is adverse and not fiiTourable to his arguments, for the Sabbath only interrupts 
the continuance of man's labours. 

The two objections taken against the divine appointment of the Sabbath as a 
day of universal rest, and as an occasion given to man to prepare for another 
life, are : First, there is no indication given, in any of the natural arrangements 
of creation, of a seventh day as a day of special rest ; and, secondly, the state- 
ment that God finished his work of creation on the seventh day, and blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it, because that in it he had rested from all his 
work, was made before Eve is reported to have sinned and thereby had lost her 
claim to immortality. 

It might well be objected to the second verse of the second chapter of Genesis, 
that it represents Qod as having ended his works on the seventh day^ thus actually 
violating his own command, and working on the seventh day. But this confused 
manner of relation is really the character of the writings of the Old Testament, 
where effect and not truth seems to be the principal object in view. To prove the 
truth of this remark, a clear and candid review of the Biblical account of the 
Fall and consequent curse upon mankind, shall be now offered for impartial con- 
sideration. 

In the second chapter of Genesis and fifth verse, we find it stated, that " there 
was not a man to till the ground," from which we infer that agricultural labour 
at least was not the result of the Fall. Again, in verse fifteen, " And the Lord 
Gt)d took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it." 
Thus, even before the creation of the woman, labour and toil was assigned to 
Adam. How can, then, the sweat of the brow be the result of the Fall ? Surely 
Adam alone could not till and dress Eden without some degree of fetigue. Eden must 
have been do small plot, or it could not have contained the whole of vegetable 
and animal life. Adam's labours must, therefore, have been somewhat Herculean , 
and, according to our notions, if creation was complete, not very paradisaical. 
It is moreover stated in the twenty-eighth verse of the first chapter, when 
relation is made to the man and woman, '< And God blessed them, and God said 
unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it : and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth." 

Procreation is here plainly commanded. But how Eve could have brought 
forth without some degree of pain and sorrow, is not conceivable. That sorrow 
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was assigned to the woman as well as to the man in Paradise, is clearly dedoceable 
from the relation given in the sixteenth verse of the third chapter, which runs 
thus : " Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children ; and thy desire shall be 
to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee." 

Now, to multiply sorrow, without its previous existence, is nonsense. There- 
fore, sorrow in the delivery, and pleasure in the conception of our race, it is clearly 
to be inferred, had been assigned to the woman even in her so-called blessed 
state. 

Again, to ^u^t^the earth, presupposes difficulties to be overcome, or oppo- 
sition to be encountered. But difficulties cannot be overcome, nor can oppo- 
sition be successAilly encountered, without labour and strife. Hence, likewise, 
one is justified in concluding that Adam's duties in the garden of Eden were 
painful and laborious. 

Further, to have dominion over an object, implies control ; and to exercise 
control signifies constraint. But restraint is only required where an unwilling- 
ness to comply with our wishes exists. If, therefore, the fish of the sea, the fowl 
of the air, and the living things which moved upon the earth required to be 
controlled by Adam, either they could not have been very good, or he must have 
been very bad. In either case, we infer that the Qarden of Eden differed little 
in its economy from the present state of the earth. 

The truth of this inference is not at all lessened, but, on the contrary, is con- 
firmed from the circumstances that the subtil serpent inhabited this pure and 
holy place, and that the heart of Eve was wicked enough to be overcome by the 
allurements of this serpent, and her husband's weak enough to listen to the soli- 
citations of his wife. The expression used in the first verse of the third chapter, 
viz., ** Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field," likewise plainly 
implies that subtilty was existent among the beasts which inhabited the garden 
of Eden. And if such a disposition was a sign of deceit and wickedness in one 
animal, why not in another ? And, consequently, the garden of Eden was as 
impure as our earth now is. 

It may, with regard to Adam, be further observed, that he must have been 
predisposed to do wrong, or why was it necessary that the Almighty should 
give him an express conmiand to the contrary ? But how much more forcibly 
does the wicked inclination of our first parents appear, even in their holy and 
happy state, when, to keep them under restraint, the Almighty sought the aid of 
a most dreadAil curse, and yet they fell, so frail was the nature which the 
Almighty had implanted within their breasts ! 

From these cursory remarks upon the Mosaic Creation, it would appear that 
the primeval mind of man bore the same characteristics which distinguish it at 
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the present day ; or that the account itself has no peculiar stamp of divine 
idspiration, but is a mere result of a poetical imagination and musical mind, and 
derived, perhaps, from the traditions of a race long prior to the Hebrew people. 

This latter supposition is greatly strengthened from the vague and unsatis&ctory 
statement by which the Creation is introduced in the Mosaic account in the first 
and second chapters of Genesis. 

From the account there given, it does not appear that the woman ever received 
any direct command from her Creator not to eat of the forbidden fruit. Neither 
does it appear that Adam was made aware of the manner in which his wife was 
formed ; and he was in a deep sleep when his helpmate was being created, how 
then did he know that she was bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh ? It, more- 
over, does not appear that Creation was completed on the sixth day, for God is 
represented as only having ended his work on the seventh day and we are led to 
suppose that " thotru and thistles " were created only after the Fall. But that 
which is the most inconsistent in the whole relation, is the representation which is 
given of the conduct of the Almighty, who, despite kis ir^niU powers is made to 
resort to means altogether discordant to his universal proceedings, and this, more- 
over, with 9l futile result; when, by his usual providence, he could have instantly 
produced a contrary effect. In all Scriptural accounts this main objection to 
their especial and divine inspiration can always be advanced with irrefutable 
effect. It might be consistent enough for the Hebrew priests, — ^who either thought 
themselves inspired, or wished to make others believe them to be so, and who 
wished to retain influence over the people — to pretend that it was necessary to be 
taught our duty either by God or by themselves ; but as there were no priests at 
first, God must necessarily have entered into familiar and audible conversation 
with his creatures, instead of doing this by his ordinary providence, viz., innate 
feelings. 

If our first parents had not been especially taught by their Creator, there 
might have existed some allowance for the power of the serpent; but after having 
received instructions by the especial teachings of the Almighty, it is surely to 
allow the serpent to have more influence among creation than the Almighty, 
(that is, in reality to deny the existence of Almighty power, or to assume the 
doctrines of savage nations, who admit the equal antagonistic power of two 
opposing principles,) to suppose that the Almighty could be thwarted by any 
influence of the devil ; and if what the Almighty wished did really and indeed 
come to pass, it surely must have been very good. 

It is certainly somewhat strange, that, in this Mosaic account of the Fall, the 
woman who was persuaded by the serpent to eat the forbidden fruit, had received 
no direct command from God not to do so, and that the man, who had received 
an express ii]junction from his Creator, was not induced to eat of this fruit by 
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the snblil serpent, bnt by his beloyed wife. What estimation can we entertain 
of the loTe and affection of this woman of Paradise, who, after her eyes were 
opened and she beheld the fatal effects of her disobedience, could have had the 
heart to seduce her husband into the same fete. Surely wives of the present day 
&r surpass in generous affection this woman of Paradise, for their feelings 
would have revolted at an act which she committed without remorse or com- 
punction. 

What I was her love so soon estranged from her husband, and did she seek 
intercourse with the very reptiles of creation ? Or was the language of the 
serpent's tongue so mellifluous and delightful as to induce her to quit her hus- 
band's irksome society, to hold converse with an insidious snake ? 

The good old days of Adam and Eve were strange times indeed I In modem 
times, we hear of mimicking birds, prating and singing; but it belongs only to 
ancient lore to be informed of mute serpents holding subtie arguments, and 
braying asses uttering forcible reprooft, in the language of humanity. 

It may be contended, perhaps, that the serpent was not a serpent in those 
good old days, but some other more beautiful animal ; and that its present mute- 
ness and its peculiar form and motion were the result of the curse upon it. 
Really, Eve ought to feel very much obliged to those who advance this argument 
in &vour of her taste, and as a sort of justification for her improper conduct. 
By way, moreover, as a ftirther palliation for Eve's conduct, and to account for 
her strange in&tuation, it ^is contended that this serpentine form was a mere 
assumption of the devil, to make his beguiling addresses to Eve effectual. May 
it not with equal probability, or rather with a like improbability, be affirmed that 
the asinal image was also a mere assumption of Gabriel, to render his reproof to 
Balaam more powerfhl. 

So we mortal creatures, to account for the conduct which we consider wicked 
in our race, and with fellow-sympathizing mitigation towards ourselves, lay to 
the charge of a wretched being, already over-charged with the most tremendous 
and woeful crimes, the whole weight of our offences towards God and man ; and this 
is even done at the expense of that Infinite Being whom we call the Almighty 
Creator. For to make our doctrine assume some degree of consistency, on the 
surface at least, not only the Almighty's terrestrial providence is questioned, but 
the very throne of his dwelling-place is invaded. Eve's mind is created discon- 
tented and frail, and God's earthly paradise is defiled by hellish spirits. And 
whence do these evil agencies come ? Why from the very, presence of the 
Almighty, against whose government they rebelled out of sheer discontent. 

If rebellious angels were found in heaven, does their presence there bespeak 
the blessedness of this abode ? If these rebellious, though once heavenly subjects, 
exercised their malign influence in God's earthly paradise, could the purity of 
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Eden be complete ? Or, is Eve's felicity declared by her preference to Satan's 
evil rather than to Qod's holy command ? 

Are we, however, justified in declaring the serpent to be merely the devil 
in disguise ? 

In the third chapter of Genesis, where the only relation of the Fall is found, 
no record is given to justify us in the assumption of such a doctrine ; but, on the 
contrary, the account militates against such a belief, for the serpent is there 
spoken of simply as one of the beasts of the field and the most cursed of cattle, 
whose only motion was crawling, and whose only food was to be the dust of 
the earth. Surely this cannot apply to the spiritual nature of Satan ; viz., to 
crawl and eat the dust of the earth. How much less will any part of the 
whole fifteenth verse of this chapter apply to such a being, according to the 
notions which we are taught to entertain of him. ** And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 

Will it be maintained, that among the kingdom of immortal spirits there is 
the distinction of sex exactly similar to that which distinguishes the animal 
kingdom of this globe, and that they procreate after the manner of man ; but 
with this difference, that the spirits, being immortal, procreate ad infinitum. Or, 
to speak in plain language, does the enmity which is said to exist between the 
fallen spirits and the human race consist in these acts ; viz., that mortals destroy 
devils by thumping them upon the head with sticks, for having stung their feet, 
or lest they should do so? For what other signification can be attached to these 
words, " bruise thy head," and ** bruise his heel ?" What an appalling idea to 
the reflective mind must the thought be, that millions of human beings are con- 
tinually engendered who may be the subjects of inconceivable, everlasting 
torments. But still more appalling must the consideration be, that hosts upon hosts 
of fiUlen, though immortal, spirits are in constant procreation, who must become 
for ever and ever the recipients of the wrath and vengeance of the Almighty 
Creator. Surely, those who promulgate such doctrines, have never reflected 
upon what they teach, or they would welcome eternal oblivion rather than such 
a hereafter t 

But there is a consideration still more — ^much more — ^momentous and awfU 
than any which has yet been produced, and which is this : That since the very 
presence, the very throne of the Almighty Creator and Buler has once been 
invaded and polluted by aspiring and rebellious angels, what guarantee have we 
against other such diabolical plots hereafter, in which we ourselves may be impli- 
cated ; and that the blood of the Redeemer may have merely saved us from the effects 
of the first Fall^ only to involve us in the more dreadful consequences of a second ; 
and thus, instead of being tormented ourselves in hell, as unredeemed human beings. 
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we may assume the more appalling nature of fallen spirits, and become the yery 
fiendish tempters and tormentors of some of the fidlen raceof another world 1 
Many may langh at such an idea, and think themselves secure from any such 
result. But did not the once pure angels entertain the same feeling ? Were 
not our once pure parents free from all such apprehensions, and have they not 
now cause to rue their confidence ? 

It is the selfish egotism of our nature which allows us to entertain the 
doctrine that angels and men have once fallen, but will not &11 again. Having 
a remedy against the evil consequences of the two Falls, — the heavenly and 
earthly, — ^men readily allow these facts ; but not having a security against the 
effects of friture Falls, and which might destroy the virtue of the first remedy, 
they are altogether unwilling to grant even the posability of this future event. 

It is thus that the human heart is influenced ; thus that the human judg- 
ment is biased ; thus that our creeds are admitted ; thus that our conduct is 
regulated ; and who will dare say unwisely ? 

Is it, however, less consistent with almighty power, not to doubt the possi- 
bility of a friture Fall, whether in heaven or in some other to us unknown 
world, than to admit the fiict of the one that has already been accomplished ? 
Has the power of the Creator waxed stronger than it was when angels were 
ushered into heaven, and this earth called forth out of chaos ? Was not the 
Almighty the same a million years ago as He is to-day, or will He be less almighty 
after the lapse of millions of ages ? K future rebellions can be prevented, past 
rebellions could have been suppressed ; or, if past rebellions were allowed to be 
fostered in the minds of fbrmer heavenly spirits, future rebellions may yet be 
suffered to engender in the hosts who now surround the throne of God. Sin 
created the ministering angels, or caused them to become ministering angels 
to man. 

Or is the knowledge of the Almighty greater now than it was in past ages, 
so that He can better discover the minds of his ministering angels now than He 
could formerly, and would admit no more rebellious spirits into his presence ? But 
yet, if the knowledge of the Almighty has not yet arrived at perfection, there may 
yet be spirits subtle enough to deceive the Almighty. 

Granting that the knowledge of the Almighty is omniscient, still He might 
not formerly have been of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and therefore 
admitted wicked spirits into his presence ; but here again it may be doubted 
whether his purity is yet complete, and, if not, impurity may still be found in 
heaven. 

Into such labyrinths of error and perplexity are we drawn by questioning for 
one instant the perfection of almighty power or wisdom in the Creator ; and yet 
into no less perplexity do we come by assigning such power and wisdom to God, 
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but allowing the rebellion of heaven or the fitll of man. Who created the 
&llen spirits ? Who formed Eve ? From whence came Satan's rebeUions spirit in 
the all-happjj all-pnre state of heaven ? Where did Eve's wicked inclination to 
disobey God and deceive her husband come firom ? If from Satan, how came 
Satan, &c., in the puritj of Eden. Into such insoluble difficulties do such doc- 
trines as the Falls conduct us. 

Restricting all remarks merely to the three first chapters of Genesis, which 
record the Creation and Fall, it can be observed that the account, as has been already 
shown, confronts and nullifies itself, especially in a case which has not yet been 
noticed. 

One of the blessings given to Adam was his wife ; and a frirther blessing 
was procreation through this wife, by whom the earth was to be replenished. 
The term ** replenish," signifies to " fiU again," so that Eve was to fill up what 
had already been formerly fall, or what might become hereafter empty. If it 
were the loss of a former race of men, the earth must hsve had human beings 
prior to her creation ; if of a future race, she was to supply the loss occasioned 
by the death of her own race. In either supposition, death was not assigned in 
consequence of Eve's trangression. 

Now, from this blesdng pronounced upon the man and woman before the 
Fall, we must infer that our race was, at the Creation, intended by the Almighty 
to be only what it is at the present moment, mortal and transitory upon this 
globe. Where could all the human beings who once inhabited this earth now find 
subsistence, had death not carried off generation after generation ? If it is 
replied, that procreation must have stopped — ^why, then, we must admit this 
absurdity, that Eve and the devil, or that accident, was the creator and arbiter 
of man, and not God. 

Is it not very remarkable that the people who have handed down to us the 
Bible account of Creation, should have given to it a very different construction 
to that which Christians now assign to it. So &r from receiving the serpent as 
a disguise of the devil, they seem scarcely to have had any idea of the devil, 
much less of fiiUen angels ; for the only mention of any evil agency in the Old 
Testament is that of Satan, a being who seemed to have access to the presence 
of God as a kind of ministering spirit in his hands. The Jewish doctrines 
taught not of a hereafter. Temporal distinctions, earthly honours, engrossed 
the Jewish mind. The torments of an unquenchable fire, and the hellish taunts 
of malicious and fidlen angels, entered not into their category of atonement. So 
long as they could destroy the bodies of adverse nations, and possess their 
goods, they were content, and left the ingenious task of inventing lingering 
tortures for the bodies of heretics here, and eternal and inconceivable torments 
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for their Bonis hereafter, for the difference of a creed, to Christian Jesuits and 
sectarian priests. 

How are we to reconcile this discrepancy of the two sects, the Christian 
and Jewish ? If the Christians are right, the Jews mnst be wrong. Or, are both 
wrong? Cannot the Jews judge as well as Christians ? Is it, that the Almighty 
took such care of his chosen people for so long a time, and yet kept them in 
darkness, merely to delight himself by casting them off, and by making them a 
reproach to succeeding generations ? What have we learnt from them ? Not 
their religious creed, for that is altogether different from that of Christianity. 
Not our laws, manners and customs, for these are based upon those of heathen 
nations. How, then, do Christians claim to be the true children of the Almighty, 
and yet differ altogether from the acknowledged former children of God ? If 
the one has wandered and has misunderstood his law, why may not the 
other ? And upon what authority do those teach doctrines not contained in the 
law of these, since each lays claim to a divine revelation ; and, moreover, since 
these last-styled children of God, — Christians, — are more at issue among themselves 
in feeling and doctrine than they are with Jews. 

Hence arise creeds, hence dissensions, hence anathemas ! We find that 
religion does not make the heart, but the heart the religion. If the creed made 
the heart, we should have all Christians of one heart ; but the instant a creed is 
embraced by the head, it is modified by the heart ; if sucli an expression is 
allowed in these days. New converts are added and added to a certain sect, and 
remain steadfast till some bolder spirit reforms the creed to his own heart or 
head ; and thence arises a schism and a new sect, and, consequently, a new inter- 
pretation of the law. 

The character of the human heart is sufficient to account for all the religions 
and creeds that have ever been propagated. Is it, it may well be asked, more 
derogatory to the Almighty Creator, to allow that He has Himself created the 
human mind as it is, than to grant that He has created Satan, who has converted 
angels of light into fiends of darkness ; and, again, these fiends, the purity of the 
human mind into a source of corrupt and unholy passions? If the Almighty is 
the Almighty, surely the creation of Satan was as much under his control as the 
creation of man. 

Is it, then, from such confused, such contradictory accounts, that the whole 
Creation of Almighty Providence has been declared impure and defiled ? Surely, 
of all the illogical conclusions which have ever been drawn from premisses by 
superstition, against evidence, this is the most inconsequential. And, strange to 
say, thousands of years had passed away before this horrible state of God's 
Creation was discovered. And by whom was it discovered? Not by those 
through whom the tradition of Adam's fall came, but by their enemies. This 
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seems a very remarkable circumstance, and eertidnlj jlkvours the justice of the 
reproach, that spite and jealousy asasted in the disooyery ; especially since those 
who admit the truth of the discovery are merely a sect, whilst the possessors of 
the tradition itself, from which the discovery is made, as well as all the rest of 
the world, do not acknowledge it, although it has been zealously presented to 
their consideration for many hundreds of years. Would it not be more correct 
to say, instead of presented to their consideration, forced upon their belief by the 
greatest tyranny and the most fearful denunciations ever conceived ? 

Since the whole accounts in Genesis from which the Christian doctrines are 
drawn, are of the character set forth above, is it not a subject to excite 
wonder that archbishops, bishops, and the lesser dignitaries of the Protestant 
religion should be encouraged so early in youth and so easily to subscribe their 
belief to doctrines which most of them so little have studied and all have even 
less comprehended. How many thousands of the Protestant clergymen of the 
present day are there, who, if examined in the doctrines of their faith, by a shrewd 
and intelligent mind, could refute his objections to their creed. These presumed 
teachers of Christianity, who assume to have engrafted within them the Holy Spirit 
by the laying on of hands, and to have the keys b^ which they open or shut the 
portals of heaven and hell, have had, in their early youth, when the mind is so 
susceptible of impressions, which, when once produced, can in after life be 
scarcely destroyed unless by some cause so violent as to be considered mira- 
culous, certain dogmata drilled into them from a partial book, containing partial 
accounts of events which are represented to have taken place at indefinite times. 
Under the influence of such teaching, they ascend the pulpit and unhesitatingly 
announce the good tidings of the world's depravity and its fearfUl consequences, 
unless their remedy be adopted. The audience, having been previously taught to 
regard these priests as men appointed by Heaven to proclaim the truth, lend 
willing and patient ears to their discourse, and yield assent, not from conviction, 
for that properly arises after examination or opposition, but from habit or 
fashion. Should any one, however, attempt to disprove their assertions, that rash 
individual would immediately subject himself to the rigours of the Ecclesiastical 
Court ; and formerly he had not even the opportunity of doing this, either by 
public conversation or by the press. But religions are tested by time, as well as 
state policies ; and although the generality of mankind interest themselves, as 
has been elsewhere remarked, more in political than in religious matters, yet 
when they find that the latter interfere in the administration of the former, and 
become productive of evil to the State, an interest soon springs up to discover the 
means whereby it may be remedied. So jealous has been the spirit of Chris- 
^nity, that even a doubt as to the truth of one of its dogmata was punished 
with torture and death unless solemnly renounced : nay, more, to entertain a 
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natural trath, wliich appeared to oppose a dogma, as in the case of Qalileo, was 
deemed an o£Eenoe deserving imprisonment, if not death. What has been the 
spirit of the high Protestant Church dignitaries towards their own members, for 
presnming to doubt and for daring to search after truth ? If an individual with 
inquiring mind should express an opinion as to the truth of such and such a 
Biblical account, or of such a doctrine, or the efficacy of such an institution, he 
is at once assailed with most uncharitable epithets, taunted with the enormity and 
cruelty of his presumption in endeayouring to undermine the Christians' &ith in 
their God, and their hopes of happiness hereafter, and with the bitter repent- 
ance and remorse which will visit him upon his death-bed, and is desired never 
for the fhture to utter such projfknity before parents themselves or their families. 
In short, he is a shunned being by one sect, and viewed by another as an outcast 
from heaven. 

Now, how does this Christian charity, which has so much feeling towards 
itself, act towards others? First of all proceedings, it collects by every available 
means large amounts of money, trusting more to the efficacy of gold than to the 
influence of the Holy Ghost for the success of its undertakings ; then it com- 
missions some agents, who profess to be zealous in the cause and called to the 
good and grand work of regenerating the benighted heathens by the Holy Ghost, 
and sends them forth among foreign nations to practise those very acts which it 
has so much condemned in others at home. Ah I that may be true as to the 
acts, remarks Christian charity, but then, consider the divine truth and purity 
of our fkith, who worship the true God, and the deluded and dreadfU condition 
of the poor heathens, who are the victims of the devil's arts, and must become 
lost without the knowledge of Christ and his salvation I 

Can fimatidsm carry religious zeal beyond this extreme ? Do not such pro- 
ceedings call into question the providence of the Almighty and the efficacy of 
the Holy Ghost ? Had Christ desired that his doctrines should become known 
to the Chinese, Indians, Japanese, &c., he could, with his recorded power of 
self -transposition, have visited all countries of the globe, if not before, at least 
after his resurrection, or even before as well as after. Surely Christ had not stipu- 
lated to return to heaven on such a day or month, and leave his work unfinished. 
His remaining almost in the same locality, and his non-appearance or invisibility 
to the public view after his recorded re-existence, leads to the supposition, either that 
he did not denre to become known to the world, or that these fi&cts offer induce- 
ments to unbelievers to exercise a plausible incredulity as to the truth of Chris- 
tianity. Again, is it to be supposed that the priests who minister to a religion 
which was in existence long before Christianity became known in Britain, have 
neither interest nor fkith in the creed and doctrines of the religion which they 
uphold, and that they could see it invaded and insulted by Christian barbarians? 
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with less remorse or resentment of feeling than Christians conld feel, when their 
own was invaded by heathen barbarians ? 

Bat what has been the result of all these missions ? Where one indiy idual has 
been converted, thousands have been slain. Conyerraon does not take place when 
the doctrines of a religion have been confirmed by age. A religion may spread 
itself, but it must be by education, not by the influence of a Holy Ghost. The 
half-witted negroes, who have never had a religion drilled into their dull brain, 
may be taught a smattering of Christian doctrines; but what have our mission- 
aries efifected with the apathetic Chinese, the intellectual natives of India, the 
shrewd Caflfres, or the intelligent natives of New Zealand ? In all these 
lands, the attempts to make proselytes have rather retarded than advanced 
friendly relations with the governments. Indeed, they have even caused war to 
spring up against the government which was carrying on the friendly relations of 
commerce with the inhabitants. India may be instanced as an illustration of this 
remark. But in every instance this proselytizing spirit has always been productive 
of calamitous effects. Was not the colonization of New Zealand especially 
undertaken by certain Church of England parties who wished that their 
&ith should reign supreme in this part of the globe? And what are now the 
results ? Hundreds of thousands of pounds sterling have been expended to 
destroy the natives in order to preserve the invaders. The same means have been 
resorted to at the Cape, in India, China, Japan. Even the missionaries of one 
sect of Christians have accused another of being themselves greater obstacles in 
the way of converting the natives, than the natives themselves were to their 
own conversion. 

Beference has already been made to the murderous effects of the disputes 
between the Bishops of Alexandria concerning the nature of Christ, — whether it 
was human and divine, or merely human. The prosperity, the commerce, the 
magnificence of this city, which had been so remarkable under heathen rule, was 
almost destroyed by fire and sword, produced by the furious creeds of discordant 
Christian bishops. It is not, however, necessary to go back to ancient history to 
prove the direful effects of Christian discord. The events which are now occur- 
ring in Ireland are sufficient in themselves to convince any cursory observer of 
the malignant effects which arise frt>m discordant Christian sects or proselytism. 
Here, if not prevented by a rational government, more murderous results may 
occur than those which have already been produced by the same causes, and become 
as destructive to the inhabitants as were the religious wars at Alexandria. 

It may be true that the agents and votaries of Popery are the cause of these 
disturbances in Ireland ; but how iiyurious soever some of the doctrines and 
forms of the Boman Catholic religion may be to the moral and intellectual deve- 
lopment of humanity, it must be allowed that tiie Protestant Beligion is the 
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inrader and the one which has sought to make proselytes. It mnst not, there- 
fore, be expected that Boman Catholics, who, charity must grant, may be quite 
as sincere and as zealons in their belief and professions as are the Protestants 
should feel less offence, or should offer less opposition to their efforts, than Pro- 
testants would under similar circumstances. Should the Protestants advance the 
plea, that the Boman Catholic religion, as now exercised, was not the religion 
established by Christ and his disciples, such a course is utterly inadmissible, 
unless they could prove, not only that the corruption had taken place, but that 
it was effected by the very individuals now living, and who were cognizant of, 
and therefore parties in, the fraud. But this cannot be done; for, in the 
first place, so little can be gathered from the traditions actually extant in 
writing, that no two sects out of the many which have arisen, would, or do deduce 
the same doctrines from these writings ; so that nothing less than the actual 
presence of Christ and his disciples, both as witnesses and as judges, could solve 
this difficulty ; and, secondly, it is a &ct which is admitted by all, that the 
Boman Catholic religion was long in vogue before any of the existing generation 
was bom. Again, the Boman Catholics lay claim to another authority besides 
written tradition. They claim direct oral tradition through an unbroken series. 
This is, of course, a very shrewd plea on the part of the priests ; but, although it 
may be granted by superstition, most certainly reason would utterly disown such a 
claim. But this subject will again be brought forward when Bishop Colenso and 
his adversaries are introduced to the reader. 

Thus, it appears, that although Christianity has now been established upon 
the earth for more than eighteen hundred years, the sword has not yet been trans- 
formed into the pruning hook and ploughshare. On the contrary, the very 
reverse of this promise has taken place, for frequentiy have the scythe and reaping 
hook become instruments of religious warfietre and destruction ; as in Ireland for- 
merly, so now in Poland and it may again soon in Ireland, be converted to the 
same murderous purpose. Does Italy — does America, France, England , Denmark — 
does the whole state of Europe, in short, does any portion of the globe bear 
witness to the weapons of war having been converted into the emblems of peace ; 
or do they indicate any near approach to this happy change? So long as 
nations or governments contend for any creed or set form of fiuth, whether reli- 
gious or political, founded upon superstition, this change neither will or can take 
place. 

Fortunately, the English Government, and, therefore, the English nation, is 
becoming wiser, and is choosing to truckle neither to a party spirit in politics nor 
in religion ; but, knowing that the deeds, not the creeds of a man test his heart, 
it is making this test the criterion to judge of his fitness to participate in the 
government of the country. First, Protestant dissenters were emancipated ; 
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then, the Roman Catholics ; next, the Jews ; and nov this last act of eman*- 
cipalion is the more liberal and not less necessary ; viz., the admission to distinctions 
and to a participation in goyemment of the unchristian nations in India. This 
policy will effect more for the pacification of India than all the missionaries in 
the world could do. 

These &cts having become known, the inquiry, What has produced these 
effects ? naturally and immediately arises in a reflectiye mind. Most cer- 
tainly, not religious creeds ; for the creed which excludes the immortal soul 
from the eternal blessings of heaven, can scarcely have charity enough to 
admit the coarser part of man to the temporary enjoyment of political benefits. 
What, then, is the cause? Is it a political party spirit? Again, no; for a 
party spirit in politics is akin to, and equally exclusive as a party creed in 
religion ; but it is reason, expanded and enlightened by the natural advantages 
of education and commerce, which begets liberal principles and dispels super- 
stition. 

Now, the more the intellects are enlightened by the acquisition of knowledge, 
the more capable they are rendered to acquire it in an increased degree ; in like 
manner, the more superstitions and prgudices are expelled from the mind, the 
more force it receives to overcome those which remain. Thus reason, having, 
irrespective of creeds, admitted all men equally to the temporal benefits arising 
from the dispensations of Providence on earth, considers that it is equally con- 
sistent with the arrangements of Otod's visible creation to infer that aU men, irre- 
spective of religious doctrine, will alike become partakers of the blessings of a 
future life, whatever and wheresover that hereafter may be. 

In accordance with these enlightened views, the national Government of 
England will still continue to act ; and we shall hear no more of incarceration for 
the expression either of political or religious opinions ; although there may still 
lurk in each denomination individuals who, in order to stifle the intellects of 
their fellows, would resort to the constraints of iron bolts and bars. And as the 
divine right of kings to govern and oppress their subjects according to their own 
caprice, has been revoked by the force of national laws ; so will the assumed right 
of spiritual kings to dispose of the souls of their fellows as bigotry may dictate, 
&11 into contempt before the scrutinizing gaze of reason. 

The Hebrew writers boast that the sun and moon stood still, that the Israelites 
might have time and light enough to overtake and kill their enemies. This 
superstitious, ignorant, and, perhaps, wilM misrepresentation, nearly cost Galileo 
his life as well as liberty. This account may be taken as a sample of the super- 
stition, the exaggerations, and the ignorance in which the Hebrew poets revelled. 
Both Jewism and Christianity would be composed of very different doctrines to 
those which form their code, had their origin been delayed till the pi^sent time. 
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Had the sun (or rather the earth) stood still for twelre hours when it is 
related that the Creator rested from his work of creation, there would at 
least have been some proof of a divine order for the Sabbath-day rest. How- 
ever, no indication is afforded to man by any ringle object or operation of nature, 
that either the seventh or the first day of the week is to be kept holy. It may 
rain, blow, freeze, be sultry, thunder, lighten, on these days, as on other 
days. The birds may warble, butterflies appear, bees make honey, animals seek 
their food, trees and flowers blossom, lambs frisk about, in short, all animated 
nature perform their daily duties, as at other times. Why, then, it may be 
asked, should a farmer be punished either with the judgment of his fellows or 
of his Creator, for endeavouring honestly and industriously to save his crop of 
hay or com on a special day? Even the Scriptures commend the saving of a 
sheep on the Sabbath day, and declare that the Sabbath was made for man and not 
man for the Sabbath. It must be allowed that this last declaration has a very 
vagne meaning, and might be used as an argument in favour of the views of each 
party who differ as to the observance of the Sabbath. 

In reality, there is nothing definite in the New Testament concerning the 
observance of the Sabbath ; and, judging by what is reported therein concerning 
the acts and the observations of Christ, the strict observance of this day according 
to the Mosaic dispensation appears to be unnecessary. That there is no precise 
statement of the manner in which the Sabbath is to be observed, is shown by the 
different customs prevalent among Protestants in different countries. How often 
are their fellow Protestants of Germany all doomed to hell by the candid charity of 
many enthusiastic English Protestants from their pulpits on the Sabbath day I 
These spirit-inspired announcers of glad tidings, emboldened by a brazen con- 
science, pride themselves upon the soundness of their Christian doctrines, and 
hope that their outspoken charity will obtain the &vour of the God of love and 
the admiration of their audience. If Christians of the present day would, if old 
enough, review the customs prevalent in their days some forty or fifty years 
back, among the English churches, they would find a very different condition and 
spirit existing among them at that period, to those which now exhibit themselves. 
Not one single church had a third service, that is a late evening service ; in 
some, two full services were held; in others, a full morning service, and 
only the prayers and the lessons in the afternoon ; in others, only one ser- 
vice, either the morning or the evening service ; and, if memory be cor- 
rect, there were instances in which the incumbent had so many livings that 
in some outiying parishes, the one service was performed only on alternate 
Sundays. Concerning the soundness or unsoundness of the doctrines taught on 
these occasions, it is needless specially to remark, since the character of the priest 
may be the best due to arrive at his real sentiments. What was, then, the 
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general character of the clergy of this period ? It ig true, they were Univeraty 
men. But were they actuated by the loye for the souls of their flocks, or for the 
riches of the livings ? And were they appointed to the care of souls by the 
influence of the Holy Ghost or by that of their friends in office ? Were their 
discourses of their own composing, well understood by themselves, eloquent and 
convincing to others ? or were they drawled out from manuscripts, monotonous, 
and therefore uninteresting and somniferous? Did they, during the intervals 
of hunting, visit the poor of the parish, and impress them with religious and 
moral sentiments? And did they, after the arduous duties of the Sabbath, retire to 
meditation and prayer, or to the feasting and card table? Of course, their con- 
gregation, as a natural and also as a religious consequence, did not disquiet them* 
selves more than their parsons, and contented themselves with the morning 
service, as the fashion, and left the afternoon prayers for their servants and the 
humbler classes, amused themselves until the dinner hour, and then indulged in the 
festivities of the evening whilst the villagers and the working classes sought their 
pastime in the public house or amusement hall. 

What, however, was the lethargy in the Protestant churches producing in 
Protestant dissenting chapels ? This lukewarmness in the churches was 
strongly condemned, and the middle classes and lower orders, for want of 
amusement and excitement, thronged the late evening services in these chapels; a 
more educated class were thereby not only induced to join the Dissent, but many 
educated themselves for the ministry in dissenting colleges, which had now 
sprung up, since the Universities refused them admission. On account of this 
lethargy in the Church and the activity of Dissent, chapels-of-ease in some 
parts were erected ; and when at last the clergy found that their churches were 
becoming forsaken and the chapels of Dissent crowded, especially in the late 
evening service, both on account of the eloquence of the preacher, as well as 
what was considered his more sound Christian doctrines, they began to bestir 
themselves, in order to counteract this influence of Dissent. Hence arose the 
novelty of three services a day in churches, which had never been contemplated 
when the Church Prayer Book was composed. But a still greater novelty has 
arisen herefrom — a late service in cathedrals, rooms used in the place of churches, 
and, yet more novel, theatres converted into temporary churches. It has been no 
uncommon event, for dissenting chapels in many parts of England to be con- 
verted into theatres, and the reverse, but for the London theatres to become 
Sunday churches, is certainly a novelty ! Now, what was the cause of this 
excitement among the clergy? Not the Holy Ghost, but the jealousy of Dissent 
alone. 

The only object in view in thtis referring to these changes, is to prove that 
religion, like every other earthly affiiir, is entirely the result of humanity, and 
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as much under the influence of the passions as any other intellectual subject : 
and just as little under the influence of what is styled the Holy Ghost. 
If there were no opposition to doctrines and dogmata, how lethargic and 
lukewarm would their advocates become 1 Into what a low state of sloth, super- 
stition, and, therefore, ignorance, had the Boman Catholic religion fiillen before 
the Reformation sprang up. Religious houses had multiplied, and were polluting 
the land with their baneftd influences. The injurious effects of such establish- 
ments in Italy to the regeneration of the country have been acknowledged, and 
they are henceforth to be abolished. The same effects are to be observed in 
politics. If no opposition is offered to those in power, former laws fall into 
disuse or are administered imperfectly and partially until a climax arises, and 
then re-action takes place. Religion and policy sympathise with each other. 
This is exemplified in lands where Christianity has been supplanted by another 
creed, and where the adverse creed by Christianity. But that which most Mly 
exemplifies this change, is, that all religions, perhaps more especially Christianity, 
take their tone from intellectual development and political liberality. Can any 
events more strongly corroborate the truth of this remark than those which are 
now regenerating Italy, which is now freeing itself from the baneftil influences of 
Popery. Italy has not only freed itself from the curse of Jesuitical treachery, 
but all the foul haunts of sloth, superstition, and immorality are to be cleansed ; 
and, what will be more beneficial to the civil government, if carried into effect, 
a motion was lately made in the Senate by a Minister of the Crown, that every 
priest should take an oath of allegiance to the Government. Well, perhaps, 
would it be for England, if such a measure were in force amongst her enactments ; 
for whilst Italy is freeing herself frt)m these evils, England is erecting her 
nunneries, titling her priests, and encouraging the Jesuitical order, whose 
detestable cunning is the terror to most other Governments. But there are laws 
yet in force against these evils ; for the presence of nunneries as well as of Jesuits 
is unlawfril. Why, then, are they allowed to exist here ? The feet is, that Pro- 
testantism seems to have had its day, and is now returning to its mother church. 

Can this change be accounted for? Very easily; and it proves most con- 
vincingly, that superstition and fanaticism enter copiously into the Christian 
doctrines. Indeed, the truth is, that no inspiration is too strange, too absurd, 
for the feith of superstition 1 Of late, people have had so much of church 
service, and so much competition among the clergy to produce effect and 
draw audiences, that a plain, simple, moral sermon is regarded as something cto2s 
and tmprqfttable ; and they require excitement in order to keep up a religous tone 
of fSseling. To aid this result, the internal arrangements of the church must com- 
bine. Bowing and scraping to the cross or to the altar, crosses in evergreens, 
and in other arts, choristers, candles, a plurality of priests to officiate, bowing 
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and turning to the altar in repeating the Belief, church services must be gilt; and 
gilt crosses too, forsooth, must be affixed thereto, to make them attractive, and, 
perhaps, efficacious. Of late, also, a peculiar collection of hymns has been intro- 
duced in to each church, set to more attractive tunes, as the old version of the 
psalms, neither in language nor metre, were sufficiently exciting for the present 
generation. 

Seeing that this is the present condition of the Protestant English Churchy it may 
be well to inquire what the present condition of the i?oman Catholic English Church 
is ? To this it may be objected, that, however the two may be distinguished by 
name, a difference does scarcely exist between them in reality. This close resem- 
blance as to faith and doctrine may be and must be, indeed, true, as each one 
forms its oode from the same tradition ; the distinction, therefore, consists in the 
mode of administration, and in the animus which instigates it. Hitherto, the 
two sects in these respects have, like all family quarrels, viewed each other with 
feelings of extreme animosity and ill-will. As the liberal and just policy of the 
English Government does not allow this feeling to run riot, the Jesuitical cunning 
of Romanism has adapted itself to the necessity of the times ; and, whilst friends 
or agents in the Protestant or Protestant-resembling churches are assimilating 
the rites to the Roman Church, the actual officials of the Roman Church 
are assuming a more liberal and Protestant-like demeanour. For instance, Dr, 
Wiseman, for justice shall be done to him by giving him his lawful title, 
actually shone forth as the advocate of reason, and publicly lectured on the 
advantages of elevating the nature of humanity by the acquisition of knowledge f 
and thereby exciting the admiration of men and the commendation of the Daily 
Telegraph. Doubtless, many did wonder, and greatly too, at this bold attempt 
of the man, a commissioned agent from the Court of Rome, whose escutcheon is 
emblazoned with heraldic titles from the Vatican, and who is the patron of that 
religious intoleration which ever has been, and will for ever be, the true cha- 
racteristic of Popery, and which now rules ail-powerfully over Spain, the seat of 
Inquisitorial practices ! Doubtless, also, many do yet wonder, and will continae 
to wonder that such a man, who has assumed a title in direct opposition to the 
enactments of the English people, should assume the garb of toleration, and in 
that disguise present himself before them as an object of attraction. This man 
thinks, forsooth, that, by following the fashion set by some of the liberal minds 
among the upper classes, who have lectured on the advantages of education and 
scientific knowledge, he may ingratiate himself into favour with the educated 
classes of England ; and if, from Cardinal, he should obtain the highest title in 
the Temple of Imposture at Rome, hopes that his influence, and that of his 
agents, may become fiishionable in Westminster and elsewhere. 

From Dr. Wiseman attention is directed to Dr. Manning and his doings at 
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Bayswater. Dr. Manning's church and a^oining college, or whatever the 
building may be, is situated in the centre of a new cluster of buildings, whose 
streets are all very clean and regular, and where the houses are built to accommo- 
date the higher and middle classes of society ; in short, the neighbourhood may 
be styled very respectable. Now it would not be seemly for the Roman Catholic 
Priests to be unwashed and slovenly, and walking to and fto in these streets, 
where all other objects had more or less the opposite character ; but, especially 
where the priests of every other denomination of religion were excessively neat 
and clean. Such being the case, it has been remarked that not only these priests 
appear to be both neater and cleaner than is usually the case, but that their style 
of dress, especially among the young men, more resembles that of the Protestant 
clergy, and that their coats seem shortened by some inches. These may appear 
trifling incidents in themselves — perhaps they are so ; but, when they are connected 
with the facts, that Dr. Manning and his priests are vying with each other to 
make converts, and that children especially, and young and old ladies, are princi- 
pally the objects of their attempts, there appears to be reason and policy in these 
proceedings. In former days as well as in modem times, personal cleanliness 
was not the distinguishing mark of Papal Christianity, but far otherwise. Even 
Thomas A'Becket, in his highest dignity, is reported to have delighted in filth, as 
a proof of his Christian zeal. Soap and water and head-brushes, even in the 
present day abroad, seem objects almost of aversion in the religious houses ; and 
priests may still be seen with scurf thick upon their dress, administering the com- 
munion wafer to some filthy object with up-turned eyes, kneeling before him at 
the altar, and thus producing a scene of the grossest superstition. Such scenes as 
this have been again and again witnessed in Austria, in a Jesuits' establishment 
and elsewhere. How remarkable is it, that, whether in the week-days or on the 
Sabbath, in every Protestant place of worship, to whatever denomination the con- 
gregation may belong, every individual worshipper is clean and neat, and no 
filthy objects are found outside, soliciting alms. In the Roman Catholic churches 
the entire reverse of this obtains. This is especially the case in Ireland and in 
England. In countries where the religion is Roman Catholic, this distinction is 
not thus visible ; but, should there be Protestant churches or chapels allowed, 
these remarks, as to the appearance of the audience, will be found correct. Now 
the inference to be drawn from these facts is, that the more clean, the more neat, 
the more orderly, the better-educated and more sensible part of the community 
are Protestants, or that the Roman Catholic religion begets ignorance and filth. 
Both inferences are correct. The only and true eflFects of penance, absolution, 
and holy -water, are to debase and demoralize every nation under their influence. 
It was remarked above, that the Daily Telegraph commended the lecture of 
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Dr. WLseman. This paper, however, qaalified in some measure its eulogy 
thereon, by observing that the sentiments of the lecture were not consonant with 
those of Popish doctrines professed by the lecturer. Since the Daily Telegraph 
has published in its columns several leading articles in defence of Dr. Colenso's 
proceedings, as well as of other proceedings which are at the present time agitating 
the whole Protestant Church of England, and names a rational in opposition to a 
superstitious religion ; and since this paper will doubtless continue to issue leaders 
on this subject so long as the public take interest therein, it may be well worth the 
time to endeavour to discover what its own views really are, should it have a de- 
cided opinion of its own on the subject of religion, and to what length it purposes 
to proceed in this new work of Protestant reformation. 

The public press has generally withheld from expressing opinions on subjects 
relative to matters purely religious, and therefore the fact of its having now 
admitted discussion in its pages, clearly proves how deeply the subject interests 
the people ; but when it employs the term rational religion, there is strong evi- 
dence that general education and the study of the natural sciences are dissipat- 
ing the superstition which ignorance always begets.* It is true that the term 
" rational" may have a very extended or a more restrained signification, according 
to the idea which individuals have of the word reason.* It shall here be taken 
in its widest extent, and will then signify the power in man which enables him, by 
the aid of his intellects, to form a judgment consistent with the notion of an 
Almighty Creator, revealed to his senses by the operations of Nature. 

The reason why all religions have ever had mysteries and superstitions inter- 
mingled in their composition is, that discussion on the merits and consistency of 
their doctrines has always been forbidden ; and not merely forbidden, but, especi- 
ally in the case of Christianity, when accompanied by scepticism, the most 
fearful judgments have been denounced against it. Whence arises this proceed- 
ing ? It has already been observed, that religion and politics equally concern 
mankind, and are subjected to the same influences of humanity ; although there 
are two causes why politics should engage the primary consideration and interest 
of men. One is, that our mortal precedes a future existence, and the other, that 
the doctrines of religion, being always a source of more dissension than politics, 
are left to the defence of its priests. Since, however, politics have become quite 
an open question, and all men have been allowed unrestrainedly to advance their 
own views on this subject, and even to condemn, or to oppose the political pro- 
jects of the Crown, such beneficial results to the English people have followed 
herefrom, that now the doctrines of religion are being called upon to give way to 

• See Prefece to "The Tribnnal where Supergtition is Condemned, and the Providence 
of Qod Justified to Men." 
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the exigences of civil goyemment. Hence arises this renewed superstitions 
crusade against eyerj liberal idea which political justice suggests. 

That the people, who not only provide the means, but are themselves the 
instruments to carry on the government, should have a voice in the direction of 
it, and a f\ill share in its benefits, is a mere natural justice. Emperors, kings, 
governors, &c., upon whom are bestowed honours, dignities, and rewards, are, as 
instruments of the people, bound to legislate for the people's welfare alone, and 
are expected to be the most diligent and most useful, if not the most intellectual, 
members of society. If they are not, or if they do not fUlfil their duties, the 
only plea for allowing them to continue in office is, that the abrogation of the law 
by which they claim the dignity, &c., would be more productive of evil than 
their continuance in office. 

This same reasoning obtains in religious government. It must be beneficial 
to the people who afford the means to uphold the government ; and the people 
moreover, as in the civil government, must feel convinced that it is beneficial to 
them, not only in name but in reality ; for without this conviction it cannot be a 
benefit. Now, when it is considered that one-tenth of the whole natural product 
of the land is devoted to religious government, this seems, and is, an immense 
sum of itself to pay for religious consolation ; but when to this is added the 
rental from lands with which religious institutions have been endowed, as well as 
pew-rents, church-rates, and the collections in churches for missionaries, Bible 
societies, extension of church-room, endowments for new churches, &c. &c., the 
sum-total becomes enormous. Surely for such value the people have a right to 
expect some substantial advantages to the nation. 

This is now the actual expectation of society. 

It has already been shown into what a lethargic state the Church of England 
had fiillen some fifty years back, in spite of tithes and endowments, when the 
Dissenters' energies awoke it to activity. It is no wonder, then, that Dissenters 
should find the demand for church-rates unjust, since they pay their share of the 
tithes, have no benefit in the public Universities, and pay for their own religious 
instructors. But it is not alone the Dissenters, the whole British community, the 
irreligious as well as the religious, that is, those who disapprove equally with 
those who approve of the Church of England's Christian doctrines, and also 
those^ who in no way put faith in doctrines drawn from the New Testament, are 
all concerned in the manner in which the religious administration is carried on. 
The enormous sums collected annually for this purpose must not be employed to 
enslave the mind, but to enlighten it ; otherwise its bestowal would be much 
better employed in food and clothing for the bodily wants. Nor must the religious 
impede in any way the civil administration ; or the separation of Church and 
State would become more desirable than their conjunction. England has felt the 
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tyranny of Christian rule, even when administered by a foreign power — ^has seen 
her king servile to the cunning of an impostor, and treacherous to the subjects 
whom he had sworn to protect — ^has seen her churches closed, and all Christian 
rites forbidden. England is feeling at the present time the effects of superstitions 
and bigotry still remaining in the Church ritual, and in the heads of priests of 
every denomination. The burial service is sometimes refused to be read over a 
corpse from some fiistidious objection of the priest ; and, as was lately the case, 
the corpse of a fellow-creature under the anathema of the Church was buried in 
unconsecrated ground, with less ceremony than would have been shown to a dog. 
Is this charity ? Is this toleration ? This the effect of Christian doctrines in 
this age of less restricted intellectual development ? Are these the lessons that 
are learnt from the universal charity and providence of the Creator by Christian 
priests. If so, let not only the Church ritual be i*eformed, but let the whole 
Bible, especially the New Testament doctrines, be reformed. Or, has the Refor- 
mation taken place, that men may replunge into grosser superstition and igno- 
rance than that which covered the land centuries back ? 

Beligion, like every sublunary institution, is subject to change, and Christianity 
is not secured against this vicissitude Since its doctrines first appeared, the 
changes which it has undergone have been various indeed I In parts where it 
was once preached, its doctrines are no longer known, or it is supplanted by another 
creed, as its predecessor Jewism was before it. In Italy, under a liberal and 
soldier-monarch a great change has already begun ; and Home itself, the strong- 
hold of Christianity and superstition, is trembling at the change that awaits it ! 
Whilst Italy, then, is thus regenerating itself, shall England recede from the path 
of civil and religious improvement, for the one sympathizes with the other ? or 
shall she still take the lead in advance of other nations ? 

This is the real question now to be solved. 

Is the Daily Telegraph prepared to coincide with the Bishop of Natal in all the 
objections which he may find himself forced to make, now that he has once 
entered upon a review of the accounts contained in the pages of so-called *' Holy 
Writ." The public press must cater more or less for the public taste, and may 
therefore be induced to advocate the opinions of the public, although they may 
not fisill in with its own views, in-order that body and soul may be kept united. 
Now it is impossible Xfi foretell how far Bishop Colenso may carry his censures 
upon the Bible. It would seem that he must either admit or reject inspiration. 
If he reject it, then he must depend alone upon his intellectual powers, aided by 
the light of natural revelation to form his judgment ; and then his judgment 
would hesitate to admit most of the Christian doctrines. Should he admit inspira- 
tion, then his conduct in criticizing and calling into doubt the truth of the 
accounts contained in a book which claims to be written by the direct inspiration 
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of Heaven, seems most presamptuons. Should he, as a middle course, which 
some members of the clergy are, it would seem, beginning to adopt, doubt the 
FLENABY inspiration of the Bible, this case would inevitably place him in a very 
awkward dilemma, for then he would have to lay claim to inspiration himself, in 
order to judge which were the inspired and which the non-inspired parts. 
Neither would it help him in such difficulty, to reject only such parts as were con- 
trary to facts, or to other evidence elsewhere given, or because they were incon- 
sistent with nature, or from whatever cause he might be led to assign his objection, 
because, although contrary evidence to the accounts which he admitted as genuine 
might not appear in the book, yet it might have occurred, had the facts been 
stated elsewhere ; and, moreover, this is only the judgment of reason, and the ob- 
ject of inspiration is to confirm fiicts which the reason, that is the intellects of 
man, cannot comprehend. Thus the instant inspiration is admitted as an opera- 
tion of the Creator, to enlighten his creature man on subjects or events which his 
natural intellect must not dare to scrutinize, there is opened a source from which 
flows a stream, polluted with the direst evils that have ever perplexed and deso- 
lated mankind. The Daily Telegraphy it must be confessed, exhibits in its cleverly 
written articles great liberality of sentiment, and strenuously condemns tyranny 
in religious as well as in civil government. For this laudable spirit let it have 
credit for acting from principle, and not from policy. 

But although it prefers a rational to a superstitious religion, it characterizes 
the atonement as a stupendous affair, or by words of similar import. To whom 
is it of such importance ? To those, perhaps, who made a trade of it to support 
the body, as physicians deal in medicines for the same purpose. St. Peter's at 
Rome was built by trading in this commodity of absolution. But do the Jews, 
by whose instrumentality alone this atonement was accomplished, regard it as 
such, or as a mere object of scorn and derision ? Does Asia regard it as such, or 
Africa, or even one-tenth of the inhabitants of the earth ; for even in so-named 
Christian lands are there not millions who reject altogether such efficacy ? Surely 
the Daily Telegraph's interest or infatuation carries its zeal for Christianity beyond 
discretion, when, in its number for Good Friday, 1864, it exclaims : " TSvo thou- 
sand years have nearly rolled away — ttoice the duration of Romej more than twice the 
duration of any modem empire, since the scene on Calvary stamped itself for ever on human 
history, and revolutionized the thoughts and actions of the world" It is not easy to 
comprehend what ideas are intended to be conveyed by this psean of triumph. 
Are there not a thousand historical facts still extant, the fame of which was 
spread abroad long before Jesus appeared ? Are not the arts and sciences and 
inventions of philosophers, who lived long before the birth of Christ, still 
humanizing the world ? Jewism, the antagonist of Christianity, was established 
long before this latter creed was known, and may probably outlive it. Christianity 
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is much more a tradition than a history. It0 own account of itself, of its author, 
and its origin must be partial and superstitious ; and this is almost the only source 
of information. Partial because written by itself, and superstitious because it 
would seem, from the account itself, that there was no evidence to convince the 
few followers who are reported to have attached themselves to Christ, of any firm 
belief in his pretensions ; and it was only long after his reported resurrection that 
any account was composed of his deeds and sayings ; and, when once the idea of 
supernatural enters into the composition or into the essence of a subject, it must 
be sustained by the supernatural, however inconsistent it may be with the natural 
operations of Providence. Shakspeare makes Richard exclaim, " Crowns got by 
blood must be by blood maintained." So it may be affirmed of events founded 
upon superstition, that they must be by this means sustained. This remark of the 
poet holds good of Christianity, and, moreover, fully proves the correctness of his 
apophthegm. Christ declared his doctrines were to be defended by the sword, and 
would not bring peace, but were to divide even the members of a family against 
each other ; and he is reported to have actually encouraged His disciples to arm 
themselves on the eve of his betrayal. Christianity was founded in blood, and up 
to the present day has been sustained by blood ; and it is to be feared that much 
blood has yet to be spilt in the defence of its doctrines, unless superstition is re- 
strained or supplanted by reason. How then can Christianity be a ** divine and 
fflorunis proclamation as a religion of love ?" Severe as the reproach may seem, yet 
really the enemies of Christianity might well retort : — This is only a mask of 
deception of each sect to catch converts ; for the ill-will and animosity among 
the various sects is always strong, and often violent, especially the Church party 
against Dissent. They refuse to enter each other's place of worship. A gentie- 
man, a former member of Oxford University, has declared that he should be 
afraid to enter a Dissenters* chapel. In this respect they only follow their 
Master^ who is reported to have uttered most bitter revilings to the Jews, and 
thereby to have incurred their reciprocal hate ; so that Qhristianity was really 
founded in hatred to the Jewish belief. The Jews are, and will probably remain, 
as long as the two sects exist, a very strong proof of the human origin of Chris- 
tianity ; for who is to judge of its doctrines if they cannot ? It has been remarked 
that religion and politics have their origin from the same source. Thus the love 
of one sect to another is like the love of the liberal Daili/ Telegraph towards the 
illiberal Conservatives ; it has very strong affection for this party, which feeling it 
illustrates by bitter taunts and revilings, and a triumphant crow of exultation at 
the news of their defeat. The love of the religious sects towards each other may 
be further illustrated by the friendly feeling of the press towards a rival or censo- 
rious paper. The Daily Telegraph has lived long enough to know that pro- 
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Ttfbially " Two of a trade cannot agree ;" but that religious doctrinal qoanelfl 
are mach more envenomed than commercial opposition. 

The expresaon, God is lave, is a very delightfdl subject to know; and, if this 
sentiment were carried out through every page and verse of the New Testament, 
it might make the book much more attractive ; but, unfortunately, in the same 
pages it is written " Broad is the way to destruction everlasting, and most men 
walk thereto ;" and again, " The elect shall be saved, but the rest of mankind 
shall be damned." Now, as the Jewish doctrines make their God a God who acts 
by magic, and is a God of vengeance, so do the Christian doctrines represent 
their God as a God of compassion and mercy, yet either so hindered by fete, or so 
unwilling in essence to save all his creatures, that very few eventually experience 
the blessed effects of these attributes ; and, whilst Israel and the Elect may 
exultingly chant from the 136th Psalm, " O give thanks unto the Lord, for His 
mercy endureth for ever," the rqected and the travellers on the way to destruc- 
tion, and the Egyptiaiis being overwhelmed by the waters of the Red Sea, must 
despondingly exclaim, " O give thanks unto the Lord, for His vengeance endureth 
for ever." 

If mankind are in the same condition in which they were, when the race from 
which they descended was, at the moment of their creation, then the atonement 
becomes unnecessary ; because the Christian doctrines declare that the atonement 
of Christ was expressly to annul the effects of man's Fall ; and, that no infereace 
can be gathered from the very unsatisfactory accounts of the creation of the 
world, including the origin of mankind, related in Genesis, that man was purer 
at the moment when he first appeared on earth than he is at the present time, 
every candid mind, that impartially examines the accounts, will allow. But 
when to these accounts is added the reflection, that the Fall involves in it the doubt 
of Almighty perfection, this becomes too fearful a subject to speculate upon. 
Doubt the Fall of man, but not the power of the Almighty Creator. It may be 
asked. Of what b€nefit is the atonement ? If it had totally annulled the effects of 
the Fall, well and good for mankind. But it has not, by the accounts found in the 
very volume where the doctrine of the atonement is inserted. Of the evil effects 
of the atonement, examples are numberless. It may be said to encourage sin. 
Nay, in Catholic lands it actually has this effect. This assertion has been con- 
firmed over and over again in Ireland, Italy, and elsewhere. Has not the priest 
absolved the murderer ? Has not the brigand, after absolution, recommenced his 
trade ? And, if after the committal of such offences atonement is obtained, who 
shall despair of pardon for less, and less, and less offences. Thus indulgence in 
crime is continued and continued, under the hope and promise, that " While the 
lamp holds out to bum, the vilest sinner may return." Perhaps the worst evil 
resulting from this doctrine is the sale of indulgences, which has its origin in the 
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atonement. It does not ayail to say, that each of these institutions is of the 
Church of Borne, because absolution is a direct Scriptural doctrine, and eren in- 
dulgences may find parallels in Scripture History. Why was the sale of indul- 
gences established ? There seems little cause to doubt that the object was to 
obtain means to spread abroad Christianity, by enriching the Church, and there^ 
by to give it influence. The erection of St. Peter's at Borne, is ascribed to the 
wealth obtained by this sale, as well as to the collection of Peter's pence. In the 
Jewish History, we read that God repeatedly hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he 
might show forth his glory to Israel, so that the unfortunate people of Egypt 
were afflicted in order to exalt Israel. In Christian History we read, that the 
Jews were blinded in mind that Christianity might be established and confirmed, 
and prophecy fulfilled. How these two facts, at least in so far as relation goes, 
partake of human frailty in their composition I Christ's disciples seem to have 
been provided with weapons merely to effect an injury upon the unresenting and 
unfortunate servant of the High Priest, that Christ might have an opportunity to 
perform a miracle. But, besides Scripture parallels, reference may be made to 
Christian proceedings of the present day, when the preachers of charity sermons, 
for the purpose of increasing the collection, represent the degradation of the 
human heart, or the forlorn condition of God's Creation, in unjustifiable terms, 
and thus, for the credit of their own skill in obtaining a few shillings more, they 
bring into disrepute the protecting providence of the Almighty ; or when one sect, 
in order to advance its own success, indulges in uncharitable feeling towards a 
competitor sect. 

Supposing the atonement to be an inspired revelation, what becomes of the 
natural conscience of man, since it is related that Adam as well as Eve was con- 
science-stricken at their own guilt, and no promise of atonement was made to 
them for their offences through another's agency. It must, therefore, have 
been through their own instrumentality that they obtained remission of sins 
from their Creator. Conscience is that monitor which consoles the honest, but 
terrifies the wicked ; which restrains ixgustice and produces charity ; and although, 
like all other human qualities, it varies in force in different minds, and its voice 
may oft for a time be disregarded, yet it is the bond of social union, and, together 
with speech, is the grand characteristic of humanity, and has more efiicacy in 
ennobling man, and in developing his intellectual fiiculties, than the doctrine of 
the atonement and absolution, which is only the doctrine of forgiveness of sins 
by human agencies imparted to man, according to scripture, by Christ himself. 
If it were not encroaching upon matter which is foreign to the subject now 
under discussion, it could be shown that the faculty of speech, the development 
of the intellects, and the force of conscience intimately sympathize and progress 
with each other. This appears an admirable arrangement of Providence ; but 
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how can any arrangement be otherwise than admirable under the direction of in 
finite perfection ? 

The atonement by Christ has always been np to the present moment a disputed 
doctrine, even by sects denominated Christians. His divine nature is denied by 
millions of this denomination. All Unitarians are among this number. Only a 
few days back, in France, the book, entitled " The Life of Jesus,'' by Ernest 
Benan, which regards Christ as a mere mortal, was not condemned, although the 
whole power and enmity of priestcraft was employed to produce a verdict to this 
effect. From the very commencement of Christianity, numbers even of his 
admirers denied this nature to him. Indeed, it must be doubted whether any 
individual, contemporary and acquainted with Jesus, even the most enthusiastic 
and infatuated of his admirers, ever thought that he claimed a nature different 
from that possessed by every individual of humanity. After rumour had carried 
beyond the confines of his own country, or even his own parish, exaggerated reports 
of a man who, from some peculiar natural organization of sentiment so common 
amongst mankind, had brought himself into notice among the inhabitants of his 
neighbourhood, either by the expression of his own views and opinions, or by 
his censures upon the opinions or conduct of others, many persons, whose 
nafture in any way sympathized with such sentiments or opinions, or who scarcely 
had any opinion of their own, might be found, who would not only highly exalt 
the fame of the individual himself, but likewise extend or restrain his opinions 
and sentiments according to their own capacity to comprehend them, or them- 
selves were more or less influenced by liberality or superstition. Now, as the 
censures of Jesus were wholly directed against the vain-glorious Pharisees, their 
exclusive creed, and their contempt of the humbler classes, it may easily be 
inferred, from the animosity which would spring up at the present day in the 
minds of many, at proceedings characterized by a spirit similar to that which 
actuated the Scribes and Pharisees of old, how readily the humbler classes might 
have become influenced and have adopted the more liberal and inclusive religion 
of Jesus. Both time and distance would increase his fame ; and, if his appearance 
and manners were as acceptable as his doctrines, it would add still more to his 
reputation. But that he ever had the reputation of a divinity before his death, 
or till many years after, is altogether against truth and reason. Indeed, so little 
is known of him, that he is almost like a fabulous creation ; and all the accounts 
in the New Testament are most contradictory the one to the other, and do not in 
the least merit the name of history. The second chapter of Matthew is almost a 
contradiction and a refritation to the whole remainder of the book. Who were 
the wise men of the East, and where did the wise men come from ? When 
they returned home, why did they not make known to the world that 
this distinguished-bom King of the Jews had been actually seen by them, 
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that they had presented their treasures to him, and had bowed down and 
worshipped him. How came Herod to know that the chief priests and 
scribes were informed where Christ was to be bom, and how did he learn 
that this King of the Jews was to be called Christ? If the chief priests 
and scribes knew that their king was to be bom in Bethlehem of Judsea, and 
that this infant was testified to be such by the wise men who had travelled from 
the East with their treasures to present to him, and to worship him ; and had, 
moreover, been miraculously directed thitherwards by Heaven's arrangement, how 
came it to pass, that, in spite of their own conviction about Christ's birthplace, 
the fulfilment of prophecy, the testimony of the Magi, and, afterwards, of the 
declaration of Christ himself, they rejected, and still reject him, as a con- 
summate impostor ? The wise men are not represented as having found Christ 
in a manger, but within the house. How strangely different are all these accounts 
to those found in the 2nd chapter of Luke. But all these trifling variations are 
by superstition very easily smoothed away by a little ingenuity on the part of 
imagination, in somewhat the same way as the Rev. Canon Boyd smoothes 
away the difficulty of supposed prophecy, by making, if required, the prediction 
refer to a first, a second, or a third event, each different as to time, place, and cir- 
cumstances. 

After Christianity had been introduced into Africa through Alexandria, 
it took a diversity of forms and opinions, perhaps according to the creed or belief 
of the people by whom it was received, or upon whom it was forced ; and, of 
course, each form and each opinion was adverse to a dissentient therefrom. The 
sectarian Trinitarian Bishops revelled in the blood of the sectarian Unitarian 
Bishops, or among themselves, until Christianity itself, after many years, 
was banished. Now what might be inferred from these facts ? That the effect 
of the Holy Ghost and of the atonement is a matter of opinion, and is under the 
direct influence of human government. When the influence of Rome, that is, of 
the Roman Government had ceased over the African provinces, the religious 
creed of Rome also ceased, and the creed of the conqueror again prevailed. Had 
the Jewish power been supreme in the province where Christianity took its rise, 
it might probably altogether have been suppressed by Jewish opposition, but 
under the protection of Roman liberty it spread in spite of this opposition. Had 
the Roman Catholic power been supreme, it would have suppressed the Reforma- 
tion. The Protestant Church would have suppressed all dissent; and dissent 
all unbelievers in its doctrines. Such is the spirit of the Christian religion, and 
such its animosity to all opposition I What is the sum of each Christian oration, 
addressed to their hearers every Sabbath day by Christian priests? Is it not 
simply this : — " My dear hearers ! I have thus endeavoured to unfold to you 
the word of God as it is revealed to us in the Bible. Let me entreat you, in the 
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name of Him who died on the cross to sare yon, to embrace these offers of 
mercy ; for it depends npon yonrselves either to accept them and to obtain ever- 
lasting blessedness in the world to come, or to reject them and endure the tor- 
ments of hell, where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched?" One 
reverend divine, preaching some few years back at St. Mary's Church, Guild- 
ford, to obtain fdnds for the Bible Society, x was so far led astray by his zeal/or 
the Bervieeof God, as to close his address with these words : — ** If nothing else 
will induce yon to aid this cause by your contribution, let the torments of heUT 
Shakspeare says, <* The hand of little employment has the daintier sense," and 
such remark equally applies to the interior as well as to the exterior sense ; for 
the mental feeling of many of the messengers of good tidings to mankind seems 
to have become so blunted — should it not be said brutalized — by the repeated 
denunciations of eternal punishment to sinners, that they not only perform the 
duty of directing the attention of their audience to this fearful retribution in 
store, but do so with such unconcern, and without the least emotion or seeming 
regret at such necessity, that one might suppose that they either totally disbe- 
lieved in what they were announcing, or took infinite delight in the anticipation of 
such judgments upon their fellows. Shakspeare, in the tyrant Richard's soliloquy* 
on conscience, makes him say, " Conscience, 'tis our coin, « « « « the crowned 
head quits it for despotic sway," <&c., so it may be said, the priesthood quit it to 
produce effect ; and they are still seen, after denouncing from the pulpit the evil 
condition of this wicked world, and pronouncing the most fearM torments 
upon the whole human race, the greater part of whom, according to Scripture, 
must everlastingly endure them, even in spite of the Atonement on Mount 
Calvaby, to hasten home, with, at least, apparent satisfaction at the glorious 
truths they had unfolded to their congregation, and joyfully to refresh their 
minds and bodies by the grateful means of hot joints and other good thingw 
which this evil wobld has benevolently provided for them. 

It is really a matter of surpassing wonder that such doctrines should be both 
announced and heard with so much composure and patience. Is it that they are 
disbelieved, or that each one thinks himself free from all danger, and, like the 
apostle Paul, flatters himself that a crown of glory is laid up in store for him by 
the righteous judge of all. And is there not in this disbelief itself, and in this 
"flattering unction to the soul," strong evidence of a benevolent Providence order- 
ing all worldly arrangements well, and having special regard for his creatures' 
earthly happiness ; and may not a very consequential deduction be registered from 
this unbelief? 

Have popes, archbishops, cardinals, bishops, and the whole body of priests ever 
seriously reflected npon and examined the accounts in the Bible before subscribing 
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to the doctrines therein supposed to be contained ? Haye they ever once con- 
sidered what composes the New Testament ? First, there are the four gospels, 
but, as each is a pretended duplicate of the other, they may be set down as one 
gospel, leaving the choice of preference as a matter of opinion. Next, the 
" Acts of the Apostles." Then the various epistles of St. Paul, one of James, two 
of Peter, three of John, one of Jude, and, last, the Book of Revelations. These 
are aU the mysteries which are given them to study ; and yet, strange to 8ay» 
the last verse of St. John's Gospel dechires : *' And there are also many other 
things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I 
suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be 
written. Amen." Tet these scanty and most unsatisfactory particulars of the 
gospel, in a conflicting quadruplicate, are all the means revealed to man to con- 
duct him to futurity. No wonder the result has been as it was, and is still, as it 
IS, distressing in the extreme ! Did the writer of the gospel think he was speak- 
ing the truth in this verse, or was he speaking very metaphorically, or did he wish 
to deceive ? And what is to be understood by the last line of the preceding verse : 
** And we know that his testimony is true." Who is included in the word wb ? 
feeing, then, the world is not filled with an account of the ihinffs which Jesus 
did, but they are contained in a very few pages, the titled and robed dignitaries 
and subordinate priests of both the Roman and Protestant Catholic Church may, 
in a few hours, examine all the sources whence they draw the authority 
assumed by themselves, by which they acquit or condemn their fellows, and 
whence also they draw the doctrines which they impart to the laity. 

The ** Gospels" are simply statements upon which anyone may judge, and 
their value, therefore, depends entirely upon their veracity. The " Acts of the 
Apostles" are likewise relations of events in connection with certain indi- 
viduals, and, like the ** Gospels," are to be estimated according to their 
claim to our belief. The Book of the Revelations must be first compre- 
hended before any value could be put upon its contents. Now, as a town 
enveloped in a dense fog deprives every stranger about to enter it for the first 
time of the capablity of judging either of the extent, beauty, or architecture of its 
streets and buildings, so these Revelations, totally clouded by metaphor, imagina- 
tion, and inspirational claims, thus prevent any fiivourable judgment from being 
pronounced upon them. To all these three divisions of the New Testament, 
there, moreover, is this weighty objection to be made, that no positive account 
can be given of the individuals who respectively wrote them, of the time 
when they were written, of the place where they were written, or of the language 
in which they were first published. This last objection may likewise be brought 
against the fourth division of the New Testament ; but, as these documents, viz.. 
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the epistles, are private, at least in so fiu* as to the parties to whom they were 
addressed, and show forth merely the opinion of one individual, or of the respec- 
tive parties who penned them, on the doctrines which each supposed were taught 
in the gospel, the value of these epistles may be, to a certain degree, estimated by 
the character of the party who wrote them. 

As the epistles, attributed to St. Paul compose a great part of the New Tes- 
tament, and are the principal source whence the Christian doctrines are drawn, 
the character of this apostle, as it is evidenced in his own writings, shall now be 
reviewed. 

As a presumed descendant of Abraham, he was highly partial to Hebrew 
institutions and to Hebrew superiority ; and it is probable that, had Jesus not 
been, or was thought not to have been, a descendant of Abraham, that Paul 
might have rejected Christianity altogether ; and it is also more than probable 
that, had Jewism offered a more glorious hereafter than Christianity, Paul would 
have continued to persecute the Christians to the day of his death. Paul is not 
the only one by many thousands who have been thus influenced ; for it must 
always be borne in mind, that whatever may have been the early doctrine of the 
so-called meek and mild Jesus, it was, and always has been, by " the terror^ 
of the Lord," that men have been induped to embrace Christianity. 

That Paul was and is the principal instrument in the dissemination of Chris- 
tianity, seems to present an almost insuperable objection against its truth. 
Judging of his character by his writings, or, at least, by those which are attri- 
buted to him, he appears to be a man void entirely of natural affection ; but, 
on the contrary, totally the slave of fanaticism and egotism, of dogmas and 
doctrines, and of the prejudices of Jewism. His sentiments are uninfluenced by 
poetry, science, or religion ; but wholly swayed by the cold, formal, and exclusive 
rites of the sect to which he belonged, and for the advancement of which he had 
immolated at the shrine of bigotry all charity and affection, yea, even existence 
itself, thus violating human and divine laws. So incorrigible was the bigotry of 
Paul, that he not only carried out his breathing threats and slaughters against 
men, but also against women, and, entering into every house he committed them 
to prison, and made havoc of the Church, and glutted his savage ftiry with the 
blood of the martyr Stephen. Could there, it may be asked, have been any 
benevolence or compassion, any germ of that which is called Christian charity, 
existent in such a character as this ? So enthusiastic, so relentiess were his pre- 
judices, that, although he was living in the midst of the wonders reported to have 
been performed on all sides of him by the Apostles, and might, perhaps, have 
witnessed the so-named miracles of Jesus and listened to his parables, that, in 
spite of this visible, audible evidence, he remained unconvinced and perosted in 
his merciless persecution ; and, in all probability, would have died in this spirit. 
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hiad he not been terrified into belief, or, at least, into profession of Christianity, 
by a supernatural and most alarming occurrence, and, which, in reality, deprives 
him of all claim to any merit in his conversion, and even of all claim to the rewards 
promised to those who are converted ; for, surely, the individual who has never 
had one twentieth part of the evidence of the truth of Christianity which the 
Apostle Paul must have had, and likewise never was terrified and warned as Paul 
is represented to have been by supernatural means, is at least equally deserving 
of the same rewards to which Paul declared he had a title. 

This account of the conversion of Paul seems to be as dangerous a doctrine to 
preach to men as that of the election by grace : each, alike, take away incitement 
to virtuous actions. But it is not alone this forced conversion of Paul which is an 
evil doctrine to promulgate, but the conversion, in spite of his convictions, of so 
merciless a persecutor, — a man who, were he living now and still under the influ- 
ences of his persecuting spirit, would meet with more resentment from the hands 
and mouth of honest John Bull than the famed Haynau of Austrian celebrity 
experienced, or than General Butler, of New Orleans notoriety, might perhaps 
receive, were he to show himself in London. But it would seem, by Bible trutht^ 
that deeds under the name of religion admit of no distinction. Miracles were 
performed to harden Pharaoh's heart, and to cause his own and his people's 
destruction ; but, in Paul's case, to soften his own heart and that of others, and 
to bring him and his converts to glory. But, perhaps, the most valid objection 
to Paul's conversion is, that it is in direct opposition to the general arrangements 
of Providence, since the nature, whether assigned to man, to brutes, or to plants, 
at birth, or when first brought into existence, is never changed ; it may become 
more or less vigorous at certain periods of existence, or circumstances may direct 
the passions of animals and the habits of plants into fresh channels, but the nature 
remains always the same.* 

Now, supposing Paul's nature not in the least degree to have been changed, 
but merely his prejudices and passions to have been diverted into a fresh channel, 
it may be asked, is such a character fitted to judge impartially of subjects and of 
fisicts which concern the eternal destiny of the human race, especially since he has 
only been induced to admit, through the terror of a supernatural influence, those 
events and doctrines to be true which always up to this period his education 
and prejudices had inclined him strenuously to oppose? Judging from the expe- 
rience of every day's life, the question would certainly be met with a negative. 
Moreover, all Paul's reasonings in his epistles are partial, selfish, and even 
unsound, and are just as ,much, and perhaps more swayed by prejudice than 
his reasonings were before his conversion. His egotism was such, that he took 



• See " Tribunal where Superstition is Condemned, and the Providence of God Justified 
to Men," pages 35 to 37, where the subject is fuUy discussed. 
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credit to himflelf for pardon and aooeptance in the Aght of God on aoconnt of his 
former delinquences, because hecommitted them through iovobanob ; and comforted 
himself with the prospect of a crown of glory which Christ, the righteous judge, 
would bestow upon him, but not upon him only, but upon others who, like him- 
self, had adopted certain doctrines. Really, from Paul's boastings of the things 
which he had done and suffered, from the manner in which he lays claim to for- 
giyeness of his crimes, and in which he holds out himself as the first recipient of 
a crown of glory, as well as from the magisterial and decisive tone in which he 
gives forth his doctrines, the same consummation of egotism and fanaticism 
which he displayed before his conversion, when with relentless zeal he persecuted 
both men and women unto death, seems manifested ; and, although his passions 
were directed towards other objects, his spiritual nature remained as unaltered as his 
corporeal composition ; and Paul the zealous Jew, and Paul the zealous Chris- 
tian, was of one and the same nature, modified alone by circumstances and edu- 
cation. 

If we look around at the present day, there may be found priests of the 
English Church, as well as of other sects, who preach the logic of St. Paul's doc- 
trines, and, like him, also, seem more influenced by their own egotistical spirit 
than by the doctrines which they preach ; and are so wrapt up in th^r own esti- 
mation of themselves, and so satisfied with the admiration of the richer class of 
the congregation which attends the church where they preach, that they care 
little for the effect produced by their doctrines, and show still less concern for the 
poorer members of their church. 

Mention has already been made of the course pursued by religions in general 
to sacrifice truth to effect ; and that this may arise by design, fit>m motives of 
interest, or the judgment may be so perverted by prejudice, as to mistake imagi- 
nation for fact, error for truth. As reference has already been made to a sermon 
preached at St. James's Church, Paddington, in the evening of Sunday, the 24th 
of January, 1864, by the Rev. Archibald Boyd, reference is now again made to 
the sermon delivered the following Sunday evening by the same gentieman, 
on the 8rd chapter of the 2nd Epistie to the Corinthians, more particularly 
from verses 7 to 11, by way of exemplification of the above remark. Of 
course, there is not the slightest intention by any reference already made, 
or by any which may hereafter be made, to impugn the deep sincerity and 
true zeal of the Rev. Archibald Boyd ; on the contrary, admiration of these 
qualities so remarkable in him, has caused his discourses to be selected in pre- 
ference to those of others; for, in religion as in politics, we may admire and 
esteem the individual, although we do not altogether approve of the doctrines 
or the views which he entertains on either subject. 

The object of the Lecturer was to enlarge upon St. Paul's observations con- 
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oerning the two dispensations ; the first by Moses, and the second by Christ ; 
and to prove that ** if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more 
doth the ministration of nghteoosness exceed in glory. For even that which 
was made glorious had no glory in this respect by reason of the glory which 
excelleth." 

Without dwelling in objection to the expresdon, tnmisiration of death, of eon- 
dannaiion being glorioua, and altogether disallowing the truth of the data upon 
which St. Paul grounds his reasoning, which mode of argument is followed by 
the Bey. A. Boyd, as well as by other preachers of Christianity, that is, to establish 
the truth of one part of the Bible by quotations fix>m another part of the same book, 
the claim of each dispensation to the character of glorious shall at once be 
brought under consideration. 

It has been observed, that in order to exhibit virtue, vice must appear ; and 
that this mode was adopted by Jewish, Christian, and secular writers, and that 
all resort to fiction for this purpose (see page 6). How was the arrival of Joseph 
into Egypt brought to pass? In so fiir, at least, as it concerned ten of his brothers, 
by the guilt of intentional fhitricide. Thus, the children of Israel could boast 
not only of their great forefiither having twice repudiated his wife, and of having 
been guilty, by fidth of filiicide, but also of ten of the immediate heads of their 
tribes bdng intentional fratricides. Again, who was their great lawgiver Moses ? 
A man who, without any cause, had in a deliberate and cowardly manner com- 
mitted murder upon an unoffending iBgyptian. Moreover, a man who had so 
littie command over himself, that he, in a feeling of vexation, and when coming, 
as reported, fix>m the immediate presence and glory of Ck>d, threw down and 
broke the two tables of laws moulded and engraven by the hand of Ck>d himself.. 
A man who, notwithstanding the wonderfU miracles reported to have been 
wrought by God through his instrumentality, was so littie regarded by the 
people that they despised both himself and his miracles, and induced even Aaron, 
during the temporary absence of Moses, to make a molten calf for the object of 
worship, and, likewise, when Moses himself was present, murmured against his 
rule. What is there glorious in these transactions ? Again, what was the sum 
and what the instructions of the contents of the two tables, and was Moses a 
proper man to administer these laws ? 

The laws contained in the two tables were, more or less, in full force among 
the Egyptians, especially the social laws ; indeed, not only were these social laws 
in force among the Egyptians, and among the surrounding nations, but were indi- 
rectiy taught by even the brute creation over the whole globe, and may be justiy 
denominated natural laws. It might very clearly be shown, that the laws of 
God and of men, that is religious and civil or social laws, are toned and modified 
according to intellectual development, influenced always by former impressions 
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imbibed by education or custom. It is a very remarkable fkct that these hiws, 
declared to have been engrayen hj the hand of God himself, sanctioned the 
morality then in yogue. Adultery was forbidden, but cohabitation with the 
female when unmarried was not forbidden. Was not this the morality of the 
time? For example, Abraham's wife, as his nster, might gratify kings and 
princes, but not as his wife ; and cohabitation with Hagar was actually encou- 
raged by his own wife. Now, what is to be inferred from this fkct? That the 
God of Israel had, under the awful demonstrations on Mount Sinai, giyen imper- 
fect commands to his people ; that immorality was sanctioned at one period of the 
world's existence, but condemned at a later period? Or that the religious and 
social laws of mankind are, according to the remark just made, toned and 
modified according to intellectual deyelopment. It is also yery remarkable that 
the God of Israel, who forbade murder, should haye chosen a murderer to receiye 
from his immediate presence the code of laws wherein this crime was especially 
denounced, for propagation among mankind. 

Bespecting the laws which refer to religion, it may be asked, what informa- 
tion, what instruction, do they really impart to mankind? In reality, none at all ; 
for in what way does " I am the Lord thy God which haye brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage," concern all the world ? The 
Jewish writers had peculiar yiews of their peculiar God. In eyery case this Gt>d 
was a being of yengeance, of magic, who, could only reyeal himself to his people 
and to their enemies by word of mouth, by wonders, and by miracles, that is, by 
eyents and appearances altogether out of the general operations of nature. They 
seemed almost to ignore the idea of a Uniyersal Creator, acting upon matter 
through mind, and thereby making all creatures agents of his will. 

The three first commandments comprehend no other spirit than that which is 
really felt by all nations ; for all indiyiduals of eyery nation would earnestly 
desire that the nature and influence of the being whom they choose and worship 
as their God, should be superior to eyery other being in existence, and that their 
God should be worshipped and feared wholly and solely by the inhabitants of other 
nations besides their own ; because the more their God was honoured, so much the 
more would his influence and might redound to their own glory, and confirm 
their £iiith in his proyidence. It was such feeling as this that made the Apostle Paul 
wish all men to be as he was, except his bonds ; and which, in short, makes all 
men anxious that all others should entertain the same opinion as they themselyes 
hold, whether in religion, politics, or in other matters, and eyen adopt the same 
course of life. But that any nation or people, or eyen indiyidual, has any or the 
true knowledge of the Uniyersal Creator, can be justly denied. The same asser- 
tion may be made respecting the knowledge of Aiturity, of a hereafter. All 
notions on these points are entirely speculatiye. Each indiyidual of the human 
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nee who lias intellects sufficiently deyeloped to indulge in imagination, has doubt- 
less speculated on these subjects. But do the ideas of any one indiyidual on 
either subject coincide with those of any other, whether they be regarded as parts 
of humanity, or of a nation, or of a religion, or merely as members of a certain 
sect of a certain religion ? 

Supposing the head of the Protestant, of the Greek, of the Homan Catholic, 
and of the Mahometan Church were to attempt to give the world a comprehen- 
sive knowledge of the Almighty or Universal Creator, or of Gk)d, or by whatever 
name they designate the First Cause, could they succeed ? And would the infor- 
mation of each one correspond exactly with that of each of the others ; and 
would all harmonize with the Jewish description of the Gk>d of the Jews ? A 
similar second question might be asked concerning a ftiture state. 

With regard to the first question, the information given by each might pro- 
bably agree in some general definitions suggested by the operations of nature, 
but the probability is, that each one would find, upon reflection, that the 
deeper his researches endeavoured to penetrate, the more intricate and impossible 
the subject became ; and that each would give up the attempt as hopeless, or 
present such a medley of information that there would be neither sense nor reason 
in' the composition. 

Some years back, in a Dissenters' chapel at Southampton, a female who, 
doubtless, was fimatic enough to credit her mind with the inspired influence of 
the Holy Ghost, undertook to declare to the world firom the pulpit of the chapel, 
the character of God, that is, " Who God is." After a lengthy discourse, backed 
by no IcKk of asmrance, the holy woman dismissed her hearers, who had gazed 
upon her during the discourse with bewondering ignorance, more bewildered, 
most probably in their knowledge of '* Gk)d the spirit," than when they entered 
the chapel. She then withdrew herself, accompanied by her male friend, who 
had gallantly supported her in her arduous oration by standing on the top of 
the pulpit stairs. 

Now, whether the information which these heads of the Church might give of 
'' Gk>d," would be clear, intelligible, and satisfactory to all parties, is merely sur- 
mise ; but, if their ideas of God coincided with those of the Bible, most certainly 
an objection could be taken against them. For instance, in the twenty-eighth 
chapter of Genesis, verse thirtieth to the end, is found, '* And Jacob vowed a vow, 
saying, if Gk>d will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my &ther's 
house in peace, then shall the Lord be my God ; and this stone which I have set 
for a pillar, shall be God's house ; and of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee." 

Are these the conditions that a creature should propose to his Creator ? Would 
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any Christian priest of the present d^y publicly inculcate such a doctrine ? It is 
well known that the Jews are, and always have been, most usurious (it is this 
craying on thdr part which has brought upon them so many oppressions from the 
people and goyemments under whose rule they liyed) ; but this interested agree- 
ment which Jacob sought to arrange with his God, is assuredly a strange one to 
set up for imitation. Haying already, more .than once, called attention to the 
character which the Jews appeared to giye of their God, it is not here necessary 
again to refer to this subject, but merely to remark that as the tenths or tithes 
became the property of the priests, this transaction of Jacob was probably 
vecorded to confirm or establish the institution of the tithe system. 

If an objection can be taken to the transaction or bargain of Jacob with his 
god, surely a no less yalid one can also be made against his transactions with his 
father-in-law. Indeed, the transactions between the two parties seem charac- 
terized by the spirit of craft and deceit. What kind of sentiments could Jacob 
entertain towards his god, seeing that he was induced to resort to such paltry, 
such treacherous conduct to rob his father-in-law and enrich himself, and all 
this under the sanction of the god to whom he had made a yow, and to whom he 
had committed the whole direction of his affidrs ? So that here we find the god 
of Jacob actually inducing Jacob to act in direct opposition to the commands 
which his god is reported to haye giyen with so much ceremony from the top of 
Mount Sinai. But all this history harmonizes with the other parts of the Jewish 
Scriptures, wherein conduct is sanctioned by the god of Jsrael which eyery 
honest Englishman of the present day would blush to sanction. Father-in-law 
and son-in-law accused each other of their ui^ust proceedings. Eyen Bachel is 
made to rob her &ther ; and, strange to say, the robbery was the gods of her 
&ther. Was Bachel, then, an idolatress, after haying been so long the wife of 
Jacob? But Laban seems to haye had fiuth in Isaac's god as well as in his 
own gods, for he followed the adyice which the god of Isaac had giyen him the 
preyious night. 

Respecting the fburth command, it may be noted as a yery remarkable eyi- 
dence against the glories of Sinai ; for, if the seyenth day fh>m the commence- 
ment of creation was solemnly appointed as a day of rest, and blessed for this 
purpose by the Creator, this is a mere correct inference to draw from the institu- 
tion of it by the Creator himself; yiz., that Adam must haye been thoroughly 
impressed with the obligation under which he was placed to regard this holy fes* 
tiyal by his Creator. Now, it does not appear in the Bible that Adam and his 
descendants eyer kept this day holy. If it were a general institution obserred 
firom the Creation, then it would not seem necessary for another direct command 
firom the mouth and hand of the God of Israel. That the Sabbath was regarded by 
the Israelites in the desert, may be inferred fh>m the sixteenth chapter of Exodus, 
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and was, therefore, strictly in observance just before the law thereon is reported 
to have been given by Qod on Mount Sinai. 

It has thus been shown, by the punishment of Joseph, by the terror and flight 
of Moses for having (broken the sixth command) killed (murdered) the 
Egyptian, and by all the proceedings of Pharaoh, that the social laws were in full 
force in Egypt ; and, likewise, religious laws, by the priests of the Egyptians' 
god contending with the priests of the Israelites' God ; but there is no account 
in the Bible of either the Jews' or Egyptians' observance of a Sabbath whilst 
the former were under the rule of the Utter. Doubtless, like all nations with 
reli^ous institutions, the Egyptians had their appointed religious festivals. 

Now, divest this Mosaic dispensation of the louder and louder sounds of the 
trumpet, of the awful threats of death by stoning or of being shot through, of the 
thunder and lightning, of the cloud and furnace smoke and quaking of Mount 
Sinai, and of the trembling of the afi&ighted Israelites, a strained effort of poetic 
imagery, and wherein consists the glory, supposing always that these events abb 
glorious effects ? In reality, the whole glory consists in, it is not correct to 
say, offering an insult to the Creator of the universe; but certainly in outraging 
the notion of one almighty, universal Creator. Why, these social and religious 
feelings aro inherent in humanity, are so radicated in the human nature, that one 
might as well expect to see the trees of the forest flourish without roots, or 
to behold them uproot themselves, possess themselves of the power of loco- 
motion, and transport themselves to fresh quarters, as to see humanity thrive 
without these inherent sentiments. 

The poet Cowper says, " Nature is but the name for an effect, whose cause 
is God." These fine and exalted sentiments the Jewish theology could neither 
fed nor value. All must be overstrained metaphor and imagery ; and were the 
Jewish writings to be accepted literally, there could be found neither natural sim- 
plicity nor sentiment in them. And what, indeed, has been and now is the cha« 
racter of this people ? Is it not the most unsentimental of any people on this 
earth, and sympathizes exactly with the cold and formal ceremonies of their 
religion. How strange a contrast is presented in this scene of Mount Sinai, for, 
whilst the Lord descended upon it in fire to g^ve the command to man, " Thou 
shalt not kill," the people were ordered to be killed by being stoned or shot 
through, if they dared to touch the mountain. 

Now, in what respect does the dispensation by Christ excel in glory that by 
Moses? 

It must always be borne in mind that, in each instance, the writers of the 
accounts musthave derived their information from tradition, since they were written 
in each case long after the event recorded had transpired ; and as tradition is always 
an uncertain record of truth, the medium of divine inspiration is resorted to in 
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order to stamp the aocoimtf inth troth.' Bnt inspiratioii, as well as tradition, cer- 
tainly ought to be condstent, and not give contrary evidence ; for, if so, the whole 
statements would justly be considered as unworthy of the credit of mankind. 
Now, books themselves are not inspired, but merely the matter they contain 
is the part which can lay claim to inspiration. But how came the matter in 
books, and whence was it obtained? For instance, who wrote the account of 
the conception, of the birth of Christ, and of the events which immediately 
followed his birth. If Matthew, whence did he get his information? He was 
not called until thirty years after these events, and could have known per- 
sonally nothing of them ; and, if then bom, he was probably a mere child, 
how then did he know all those mysterious particulars of this birth? There is 
this fact about the history of Christ which \s more than remarkable, is most 
strange ; viz., that, with the exception of one trifling incident, nothing is known 
of Christ's life from his infancy to his thirtieth year; and his birth is so variously 
described that the accounts appear an invention. The same objection can be taken 
to the accounts of the creation of man, of the delivery of the law l)n Mount 
Sinai, &c. The matter, then, of the Old and New Testament has been put therein 
by uninspired men, who took it from the writings of others, who are only sup- 
posed to have been inspired individuals, much in the same way as the church 
services of the Roman Catholics and Protestants are composed. 

The same objections can be made to the accounts in the New, as in the Old 
Testament, viz., that they are abrupt, unconnected, unspecified as to time, and 
sometimes contradictory. For example, in the third chapter of Matthew, there is 
an account of John the Baptist's life and office, and of his baptism and testimony 
of Christ ; also the audible testimony from Heaven concerning Christ. Yet, some 
time after this,— no time being specified, — ^when Christ had, or, at least, ought to 
have made his name notorious by his miracles, and by the instruction which he 
had given to the people and to the twelve disciples whom he had chosen, John, ftom 
prison, sends two of his disciples, who at least were not in prison, to inquire 
who Christ was, whether he that should come, or whether another was to be 
expected. This inquiry, after his own experience and testimony of Christ, sup- 
ported by that from Heaven, seems a very unaccountable proceeding on the part 
of John, and would lead one to infer that the account in the third chapter was a 
fiction. One would have thought that the parents of John and those of Christ 
would naturally have continued that close connection, affection, and relationship 
made known in the first chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, which existed between the 
mother of John and the mother of Jesus, especially under such peculiar circum- 
stances ; that the children, as well as the parents themselves, would have grown 
up in close intimacy with each other ; and that, as they advanced in years, if 
intuitively, or by the aid of the Holy Ghost, they had not revealed to each other 
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the high and glorious destiny to which each felt that he ma ordained hj Heaven, 
their parents, at least, would hare revealed this to them, and thus the thoughts, 
designs, features, and actions of the two lads would have been at all times perfectiy 
fiuniliar to each other. This, however, was not the case ; and it may be inferred 
that neither Jesus nor John the Baptist ever heard of each other until thej 
appeared at thirty years old in public. It would not have been a very easy afihip 
to have imagined the conduct of these children from in&ncy to several years 
beyond manhood. Thus, all is a mystery respecting this interesting period of 
their lives. Hence arise the same objections to the accounts of the New, as to 
those of the Old Testament. Again, would it not have been a more natural 
expectation, that John should have been baptized by Jesus, than Jesus by John. 
Jesus required no baptism of repentance, but John, as human, did. But here 
again, effect was the apparent object in view, the testimony from heaven. Again, 
to make John an extraordinary person, extraordinary means must be adopted by 
the Almighty, as in the case of Abraham, Isaac, Moses, &c. Is it not strange, 
klso, that Jesus did not teach John to baptize in the name of the Trinity. One 
might justiy infer fh>m what took place at the baptism of Jesus by John, that 
Jesus claimed no divine nature, or that John began the office of baptist too early. 
It is scarcely possible to conceive a character more inconsistent with itself 
than that which is given of Christ in the New Testament. It is stated that 
Christ had all power in heaven and on earth, and yet he in reality effected 
nothing towards the purpose for which he is said to have been bom; viz., the 
salvation of mankind. It is true that he is reported to have turned water into 
wine, and one fish into hundreds, restored the blind, the lame, the lepers, &c., 
to soundness, drowned a numerous herd of swine by transporting devils into them 
from human bodies, calmed and subdued the rag^g wind and boisterous waves ; 
but this is not changing the human heart, subduing the angry passions of man, 
and calming his mind into serenity and peace. If Christ came to counteract the 
effects of Adam's trangression, where is the proof? Two thousand years have 
nearly rolled away since the scene on Calvary was enacted, but where is the 
ohange in the regeneration of mankind ? Is the world more at peace than it 
was previous to this event? Are the weapons of human destruction less in 
vogue, and the munitions of war less in force than before the Christian era? In 
the boasted stronghold of Christianity, Protestant England, whence Bibles and 
misfflonaries, so-called messengers of peace, aided more by the collection of much 
gold than by spiritual outpourings, are distributed among so many lands, after 
entrance has been obtained by the enterprise of commerce, are not more than one 
hundred thousand citizens already learning the art of destruction in case the 
neighbouring Christian States should engage in war&re with them? And when 
the Bibles and missionaries arrive among the heathen, will they not, and do 
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they not, prefer onr lead and powder to the spiritual food whichJs offered? 
Which has moat effect now in New Zealand, as well as in America, the Bihle, or 
the rifle ? Lb the world regenerated, then ? Is infimticide, is prostitntion, and are 
other crimes less frequent than formerly ? Are our magistrates, our police, our 
means to prevent crime, fewer or less necessary now than formerly ? And, if 
crime be less, is it not more restrained by the agency of the laws and the yigi- 
lance of the police, than by any change in the human passions ? 

Again, are accidents less frequent now than formerly ? Are insurance offices 
for life and property less necessary now than formerly ? On the contrary, are not 
accidents not only more numerous but more calamitous ? * Witness the railroad 
accidents ; the late destruction of life in the Church of St. Jago ; the loss of inno- 
cent life and property by the bursting of the reservoir near Sheffield ; the mur- 
derous effects of improved cannon, sdentifio shells, Greek fire, &c., among 
property, provisions, harmless women, and helpless children, caused by Chbistian 
Sovereigns and Chbistian people ; the explosion of gas, steam-boilers, ammunition- 
waggons, and the loss of human life by numerous other scientific and so-called 
civilizing inventions, and say whether the God of Nature changes her laws for 
the selfish or pro&ne invocations of Jewish, Mahometan, Roman Catholic, or 
Protestant priest or people ; and whether the Almighty created man in order 
that he should dwell eternally on an earthly paradise, or destined him, like other 
animals and things, to change by decay or death, notwithstanding the Bible says 
that man was created immortal, and represents the God of Israel as a being who 
changes not, and yet repents him of the works which he has created ; as a 
God of love, who yet taketh vengeance upon his enemies. What enemies can the 
Almighty have? Surely none ! Or, are they such as the young and beautiful 
virgins, who were sacrificed to the superstition of Catholic priests in their temple, 
the church of St. Jago ? Are they such as the harmless women and children who 
were destroyed by the relentless shells commissioned by the Christian Sovereigns 
of civilized Europe ? Or such as the defenceless families whom the deluge of 
waters arising through the unskilfhlness of English engineers, overwhelmed in 
the darkness of night? Can the widowed mothers and their &therless babes 
whom the revolted Sepoys so pitilessly sacrificed, be numbered among this class ? 
And are the priests, the Sovereigns, the engineers, the Sepoys,the favoured friends 
of the Almighty ? 

Thus fkr, then, there is not a single proof that the economy of the Universe 
has in one single instance changed since the period in which it is reported that 
Jesus was bom in Bethlehem, and crucified on Calvary. The disposition and 
pursuits of man have not in the least altered, nor have those of other animals. 

* This mbjeot is faUy treated of in " The Tiibimal where Superstition is Condemnedf 
and the Froyidence of Ood Jnstiii«d to men," p«g« 25, and following. 
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The economy of the Heavens has not altered, nor has that of nature, nor that of 
the atmosphere. Life and death, day and night, summer and winter, sunshine 
and rain, thunder and lightning, eclipses of the sun and of the moon, re-appear- 
ance of comets and planets, earthquakes and inundations, abundance and scardty, 
pleasure and pain, have continued to alternate as the tradition, the history, and 
the experience of mankind can testify. 

Has no change then taken place on the earth, some may be disposed to ask. 
Tes, change is always being efiEected ; but only that change which was established 
as a perpetual law of nature. Both animal and vegetable life seem to be always 
on the increase ; yet it sometimes occurs, that the one is reciprocally supplanted 
by the other, and an old vegetation is often destroyed by the growth of a new ; 
so likewise in races ; and, as the change of vegetation produces new fruits, so do 
new races introduce, by ingenuity and invention, new customs and habits. It is 
i^m such introduction that that state of society called civilization, recedes or 
progresses, that religion, politics, and morality become toned. 

The effect of Christ's dispensation has not produced any glorious results 
upon mankind, neither upon Gentile nor Jew. In this respect it is as inefEicacious 
as has been the Mosaic dispensation upon the Israelites. 

If we take the character of Christ fh)m the Bible, what is there glorious in it. 
He is declared to be a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; without a home, 
friendless, a companion of the devil, despised, forsaken by all, reviled by the 
Jews, buffeted, spitten upon, ceasing to perform miracles because the people 
believed not on him, making his escape from being stoned to death, denied by his 
disciples, and betrayed to death. 

Do such accounts make the character of a man glorious? On the contrary, 
in what way can a man become more humiliated ? How then can the Bev. 
Archibald Boyd, how can any educated man be so prejudiced in the fiuse of such 
evidence, as to pronounce it more glorious than the descent of the Almighty in 
flames of fire upon Mount Sinai, with all the other accompanying exhibitions of 
his migesty. 

But it is true there are other accounts. And how do these two accounts har- 
monize ? In Matthew it is related that wise men came from the East with valuable 
presents for the new-bom babe. In Luke, that an angel appeared to the shep- 
herds who were abiding (intentionally ?) in the fields, to announce the fitct that a 
child was bom and lying in a manger. (The wise men found the babe in the 
house.) At this announcement a multitude of the heavenly host was suddenly 
with the angel, saying, &c. Mark makes no mention of the child's birth, but 
notes the mysterious appearance of the dove, and the voice from Heaven. In all 
the gospels mention is made of miracles by Christ. 

Now, how are these conflicting accounts to be reconciled, viz., the actual 
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humiliating acoonnts with those snrprinng erentf which are nid to haye taken 
place at the birth of JesoB, and of his miiaeleB? 

The two accounts of the birth are at complete yarianoe with each other, and 
thej appear only to have been reyealed to the world long after the reported death 
of Jesos npon the cross ; and, from the obserrations already made, as well as 
from the two acconnts so widely differing in detail, concerning the events which 
took place on this occasion, it seems a jnst inference to deduce, that they were 
mere ideas of the writers, or that they drew np the account from some yagae tra- 
dition in yogoe at the time they were composing the gospel, as the fiincy of 
each preyailed. Moreover the very lamentation of Jesns oyer Jemsalem, his in- 
ability, or, what is less admirable, if able, his nnwillingness to save mankind, is 
certainly no proof of a glorious character ; nor does that morbid feeling which 
expresses itself in mghs, tears, and regrets, and often by a sad countenance, at the 
thought that Jesus was despised, buffeted, was without home, underwent so much 
ignominy from the hands of men, and was so wickedly betrayed to death by 
Judas, bespeak any glory attached to the character of the individual whose 
fkte has excited these sentiments ; and the events which are said to have occurred 
after the resurrection, still less conduce to this glory. Of all the accounts which 
are found in the New Testament of Jesus, perhaps none are more mysterious, 
are so unsatisfkctory as those which relate his proceedings after his reported re- 
surrection. If this event were a &ct, all the accounts seem to have been written 
with a view to bring it into the utmost discredit ; and Jesus himself would seem 
to have contrived every plan to have kept it a secret to the world, by invisibility 
and disguise. 

What opinion would the world entertain of the claim to belief of the man 
who, after publicly advancing certain principles, and declaring to all opposers of 
his doctrines, that at a certain time and place he would come and verify before 
them, by fitcts, the truth of his assertions, should never appear before them for 
this purpose, but leave all proof of the verification to depend alone upon the as- 
sertion of one or two adherents, who say : he has proved the fact to ue. 

What proof, then, ought the world to demand in confirmation of such a 
principle as its eternal salvation ? Was it to be expected that the author of this 
salvation would appear in such disguises as to be unknown to his most intimate 
friends, and, though clothed in flesh and bone, pass through material walls to 
escape public notice. Surely his own friends required a more satis&ctory proof of 
the resurrection of their Lord and Master than this. What cause had, then, his 
enemies, to whom he had retorted, " Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it np," to fear that the truth of this bold assertion should be verified, not by the 
appearance of his unrecognizable person, but by such a startling evidence of his 
personal existence, as to bring instant conviction to the beholder. Even this, 
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however, would not have been sufficient, had he claimed a IHvine nature, rince his 
supposed death might have arisen only fh>m a swoon, from which he had re- 
covered in the tomb ; and therefore some effect more powerful than his mortal 
form, a truly glorious and public exhibition of his divine nature, was necessary to 
confirm Pilate's opinion of his innocence, and to confound and convince the un- 
believing Jews. 

Could there have been any objection taken to this demand, seeing that Jesus 
had accomplished all the purposes for which he had appeared upon the earth, and 
was now about to ascend to his former glory in the heavens. His birth, as re- 
ported, was ushered in by glorious manifestations, and angelic hosts predicted 
glad tidings to lost man ; by how much more glorious manifestations might it not 
have been expected that the accomplishment of these gracious predictions would 
have been declared to redeemed mankind ; and that all the angelic hosts of heaven 
would have descended to earth, to welcome with songs of triumph th^ returning 
Lord, and bear him in refiilgent glory to his throne on high ! The Apostle Paul 
might then truly have declared, and the Rev. Canon Boyd might have borne evi- 
dence to the truth of this declaration : " For even that which was made glorious 
had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory which ezcelleth." 

Shakspeare makes Hamlet say :— 

The devil hath power 
To assume a pleasiiig shape ; yea, and perhaps. 
Out of my weakness, and my melanoholy 
(As he is very potent with such spirits). 
Abases me, to damn m^e ; I'll have grounds 
More relative than this. 

Now, since the devil is said to have successftdly marred God's earthly para- 
dise, after having been turned out of heaven for having stirred up rebellion even 
in the very presence of Gk>d's throne on high, why, having thus once deceived 
mankind by assuming a shape sufficiently beguiling to entrap Eve, may he not 
have assumed sundry other shapes equally deceptive, in order to work upon the 
imagination of those who are supposed to have seen the person > of Jesus after 
having arisen from the dead, for the purpose of marring the work of redemption ? 
And thus all the appearances reUted in St. Luke, about the resurrection of Jesus, 
may have been effects contrived by the devil. Why may not even St. Paul's 
vision, which is said to have produced his conversion, have been a device of the 
devil ? But where are we to stop, if once this power is granted to such a concep- 
tion as the devil ; how distinguish between the operation of a Universal Creator 
and a creature? We have already mystic globes, table-turning, and spirit-rap- 
pings—if truthful, aie these^the operations of the Holy Spirit or of the devil. 

These latter remarks are made in the utmost seriousness for the express 
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object of exhibiting the incondsteney of allowing the existence of an Almighty 
Being, and the counteracting influence of other agencies. 

If, as has been already shown by the Scriptures themselves, the fkU of man 
has not taken place, the atonement, which is said to be necessary in order to 
restore man from such effect, is a nonentity. 

But, viewing what is styled the dispensation by Christ, apart from any 
other consideration than that which the bearing and conduct of Jesus sug- 
gest, and the feeling which they excited in the public mind, it seems the 
height of pr^udice to assert that it was glorious ; and viewed in contrast with 
that by Moses, the ministration of the Spirit appears less deserving of such a dis- 
tinction than that of death. Pity, sorrow, or contempt for a man does not render 
him glorious. A character, to be glorious, must chum admiration, respect, 
honour, adoration. Had Jesus commanded these by his character and conduct, 
he would never have been despised and crucified, nor would the Jewish people 
to the present day have rejected Christ and his presumed mission as each alike 
an imposture. 

All these effects prove how much the mind is influenced by passion and pre- 
judice. In the first instance, Jesus must have been much pr^udiced against 
the Jews, or he would not have incurred their hatred and persecution. It is not 
by severe reprooft and revilings that men are convinced, nor do such reproaches 
indicate either charity or condescenrion in the character of the party from whom 
they proceed, and are sure to produce more or less recrimination on the part of 
those who are subjected to them. Thus, the persecution of Jesus by the Jews 
was quite a natural consequence, and arose entirely from the rancorous feeling 
which Jesus always exhibited towards the Scribes and Pharisees. 

Jesus is represented as the messenger of peace, love, and goodwill to men ; 
yet all his discourses contain more or less denunciations the most fearful and 
of eternal retribution ; and which, according to his doctrine, must inevitably 
overtake all mortality, except that fortunate part of it called the Elect. Happily 
for the comfort and consolation and peace of society — shall it be said &te— or a 
benevolent Providence that is influenced by no human pr^udice — has kindly 
induced all his creatures of every denomination to entertain the soothing hope 
that their names are written in the book of the Elect. May the individuals of 
every creed and tongue join all nature in holy adoration to this Providence of 
love, who has thus caused us to cast out fear. 

If he who is represented as having descended from his glory above the 
heavens to bring salvation to a lost world, entertains such prejudices and incul- 
cates such doctrines, is it, it may be asked, surprising that his servants should 
every Sunday, or whenever they ascend the pulpit to publish redemption to a 
lost world, have their breasts brim-fiill of pr^udice and future retribution for all who 
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do not wftlk the road which they ha^e prescribed. It is true, that they too; 
like their master, very often introduce into thdr discourses recommendations to 
the exercise of charity and of every other human virtue, but, alas I themselves 
very often exemplify not their own preaching. 

The character of Jesus as it is represented in the New Testament, is such an 
unnatural composition that it cannot be well dealt with. If it is regarded as 
Divine, then all change is possible to be effected by him ; and, therefore, instead 
of showing rancour against the Pharisees and Scribes, he might have changed 
their hardness of heart into belief, since Eve's transgression was the cause thereof, 
and he came to annul the evil effects of man's fall. This power is said to have 
been exerted on many occasions, and why not always? Herein consists its 
inconsistency ; for, most assuredly, the Pharisees, like every other class of men, 
would always prefer happiness to misery, and, therefore, they must have acted and 
persisted to act fh>m conviction, and were, therefore, in this respect deserving, 
not of reproach, but of commendation. 

To prove, however, the truth of the remarks offered above on the proceed- 
ings of Christ, a few examples are here brought forward. 

Those parts of the discourses of Jesus which are called the Beatitudes, and 
which are so much admired, if examined, will be found human, and rather morbid 
in sentiment, and not quite consistent with each other. In the fifth chapter of 
Matthew and third verse, is written, " Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth." 
Here is the same description of persons or of disposition ; but to one heaven is 
assigned, and to the other earth — ^what is to be inferred herefrom ? All the other 
beatitudes may be so criticized ; verse 8, " Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they 
shall see God." This verse really contains the sum of the whole of the Beatitudes, 
which are thus extended , one would infer, to produce effect. They may be very sen« 
tunental, but there is nothing which tends to ennoble humanity, for they promise 
an external reward, and do not encourage virtue for its own sake, that is, for the 
inward satis&ction and pleasure which arises fh>m the act itself; but to a degree 
encourage the reprehensible spirit of hypocrisy, which is so common amongst 
Christians so called. The sentiment included in the common saying, " Virtue 
is its own reward," is more truthftd and fkr more ennobling, and, also, more 
practical. In verse 4, " Blessed are they that mourn ; for they shall be com- 
forted." How morbid is this sentiment, and what is taught thereby ? Here all 
is assertion, and no experimental truth conveyed. And this is the character of 
the Biblical writings in general, and, consequently, of all pulpit discourses ; and 
the stronger the ignorance and bigotry of the preacher, so much the more do his 
assertions outrage common experience. 

In this same chapter, which contains so many blesdngs, are found also curses 
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not leis clearly denounced— yerse 20 — " For I laj onto 70U, that except your 
righteonsneis shall exceed the righteonsneas of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no wise enter the kingdom of heayen." 

This kingdom of heayen was the new doctrine which Jesus introdnoed, and 
which was supposed to be jnst approaching. " Bepent ; for the kingdom of 
heayen is at hand" (4th Matthew, yerse 17), are the words with which Jesns is 
reported to haye begun his ministry ; and which kingdom he elsewhere later de- 
scribes as not being of this world, and yet, as aboye remarked, he assigns earth to 
some of |he blessed, and to others some other region, the Kingdom of Heayen. 
Again, to others, comfort ; to others, mercy ; to others, to be called the children 
of God ; to others, the sight of God ; to others, &e. 

Whether these are really the sentiments, and the yery expressions uttered by 
Jesus, or are merely the words of the party who composed the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, it may be assumed that eyery candid and unprejudiced reader will 
allow, that yariety of compodtion is used to produce oratorical effect, for, if the 
same reward is not intended for each class, why, then, the words are not com- 
prehensible. 

Now, it may be asked, Is the spirit of the sentiment contained in the ninth yerse 
of this chapter ; yiz., " Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall be called the 
children of God ;" and also that of the seyenth yerse, exemplified throughout this 
whole chapter ? For, is it not truly to be inferred from the twentieth yerse of this 
chapter, and from yarious other parts of the New Testament, that Jesus exhibited 
at all times a most bitter and unforgiying animosity against the Scribes and 
Pharisees, and which feeling seems y€ry unsuitable to the meekness and loye 
ascribed to his character. There is a railing so bitter in thus exposing the 
Scribes and Pharisees to the contempt of the public, and in making their 
righteousness the criterion for expulsion from the kingdom of heayen, that it is 
quite consonant with a human feeling, and alas ! a human and Christian practice 
too, that the objects of this sarcastic reproof should haye persecuted the author of 
it unto death. 

How utterly inconsistent does this conduct of Jesus appear to his preaching, 
included in the forty-fourth yerse to the end of this chapter. Indeed, the obserya- 
tions contained in the forty -fifth yerse, are of more yalue than the whole remainder 
of the Bible. And how came Jesus to be inspired with such a sentiment ? whence 
did he obtain his loye to mankind, to his fellow creatures, upon which he 
founded his kingdom of heayen ? Enthusiasts, bigots, fanatics I popes, arch- 
Inshops, and cardinals I Puseyites, Denisonites, Spurgeonites ! Hear, whence 
your master was inspired with loye and forg^yeneta to the human race ; not 
from God's manifestations of his power in heayen, nor yet fh>m the terrors of his 
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Tengeanoe in hell, but from the yinble display of his mercy on earth ! From 
nature's inspiration I 

How piously does the truly natural poet, Gowper, sing, *' Nature is but the 
name for an effect, whose cause is Qod." 

Leave, then, ye saintly divines, ye gloomy priests, the musty lore of your 
closets, the candles and images of your altars, and recreate your bewildered 
brain with the healthy breezes of nature. In the Ml blaze of a summer's 
day enter the friendly shade of yon verdant grove which offers such inex- 
pressible delight to the child of nature. Gladden your senses with the har- 
mony which reigns around. Listen to the rustling murmur of the foliage. 
Bavish your ears with the deep rich notes which proceed from the musical throat 
of the little blackcap, and give it joyM welcome to your shores. Delight your 
eyes with the gaudy colours and glittering wings of the myriad insects which 
buzz and sport before you, and gratify your sense of smell from the rich and 
varied perfume which the whole floral creation exhales. Conader the " lilies" of 
the valley, the grass of the field, the sparrows of the air, " O ye of little fidth," 
and cast your wondering gaze across the plain, so rich with the fruitfrd harvests 
in store, to the various cattle all peacefully reposing under the breezy shade upon 
yon distant hill, then return to the busy city, so distracted with the passions of 
men, who are striving to acquire filthy lucre and the empty honours of dis- 
tinction, to discover whence came the poet's idea of Adam's Paradise and Eve's 
Fall. Tou may then have learnt to love your neighbour and to bless all mankind 
after the example of your Heavenly Father, who " maketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the ui\just,"* and to 
understand what true religion is — " mercy, not sacrifice." 

Te unwholesome monks and deluded nuns! forsake your gloomy cloisters and 
infected cells, and come forth from the chilling influence of those monastic walls ; 
gladden your countenance with that pure religion which the book of nature 
inspires, and which is the only source whence true religion can be drawn. The 
more you study it, the more pure will your benevolence become, and the more 
freed from the taint of superstition. 

In confirmation of the remarks, that the general character of the contents of 
Scripture, more especially of the New Testament, is that they are broken, incon- 
sustent, unspecified as to time and place, and even contradictory the one to the 
other, this fifth chapter of St. Matthew, in connection with others, may be 
advanced. 

In the previous chapter it is related that Jesus, after the devil had left him, 

* How far maa is jiutifled in ludng the counter terms, "good" and "evil," when applied to 
Creation as the work of Ood, is foUy treated of in page 22, of the " Tzibnnal where Ood's 
Froridenoe is Jnstiaed to Men." 
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went to Capenumm, and then began his ministry, hj uttering that rery remark- 
able declaration, " The Kingdom of Hearen is at hand," which, if taken literally, 
was not true, and, if otherwise, is most onspedfied ; that in passing along Galilee 
He chose fonr disciples, and performed seyeral miracles of restoration on divers 
persons afflicted with dirers diseases. Here an unlimited number is giren, and 
therefore the language is again unspecific. It is said that Jesus went about aU 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom. 
There appears great inconsistency in this statement In the first place, would the 
priests hare allowed the son of a carpenter to assume their office, even had he 
fkroured thdr Tiews ; how much less, then, ance he was entertaining such bitter 
animosity against them, that he was often obliged to escape from thdr violent 
endearours to stone him. And, secondly, would Jesus, who knew their feeling 
against him, have thus braved their hatred. Again, it is said, great multitudes 
of people followed him from Ghililee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judsea, and from 
beyond Jordan. It is, however, only in Ghililee that Jesus has been heard of. If 
he had not been there, the multitude could have followed him from any of these 
places. Multitudes nUght have come to him from these places, but even then 
they could not, with any degree of propriety, be denominated followers, because 
they knew nothing about his doctrines. In short, this verse seems to include all 
the objections made against the writings in general. 

The fifth chapter begins most abruptly. Jesus, seeing the multitudes, escapes 
them by going up into a mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came unto 
him, ** and he opened his mouth and taught them, saying," &c. Now, who was 
with Jesus, for he had left the multitudes, and only four disciples had, up to this 
time been chosen. Is it, then, to be inferred that Jesus and his four disciples were 
the whole assemblage on the mountain when Jesus delivered what is called his 
sermon? If not, again the account is most inexplicit. But who were really 
present on this occasion, and what mountain was it ? Jesus sometimes is made 
to direct his discourse to certain individuals alone, " Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile and persecute you ; rq'oice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven ; ye are the salt of the earth ; ye are the light of the world." 
At another time his address is general. If Jesus only wished to address his 
disciples, he could have pursued this object in a private house or place — ^if the 
multitude, whom one would suppose he came to instruct, would he have forced 
them to toil up a mountain? But that he did not adopt this plan, may be inferred 
fh)m the account, that when he descended the mountain great multitudes again 
followed him. But yet, at the end of the seventh chapter it is written : *' And it 
came to pass when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at 
his doctrines." Who were these people then ? The mountaineers ? In very 
truth, the whole account would seem to be the composition of some credulous man, 
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vho carelessly used his own imagination to enlarge apon traditional report ; and 
how little fidth is to be given to tradition, is taught hj the little faith which can 
be given, even in modem times, to the printed history of yesterday, since our daily 
papers have often occasion to deny in their next number that which they assert 
as a truth and &ct in their number of to-day. The half of common history is 
prejudice and untruth, especially that written under political or religious feeling. 
How discordant the character of our own departed kings and queens, written by 
these party feelings ! By one party they are depicted all virtue, by the other all 
vice. Thus also of our departed political and religious characters. How patriotic, 
sage, and disinterested does the press represent the leaders of their own party now 
living, but how destitute of such qualities do they declare their existing opponents 
to be I This contrast of opinion is even more striking, and more rancorous among 
existing religious parties. What shall be said of the parties in North America at 
the present time, and of the difEierence of feeling in England towards these par- 
ties. Each party claims, as of old, Gk>d's especial command. And if this contrast 
exists with data to guide, how can one judge when mere tradition is one's only 
teacher ? 

It would have been also satis&ctory to have been informed who communicated 
to St. Matthew the private conference between Jesus and the devil, and what was 
the name of this exceeding high mountain upon which the devil took Jesus. 
Why not reveal the name of the mountain as well as the conversational matter ? 
Had this contest between Jesus and the devil taken place before the eyes of men, 
it might have produced more £uth in the transaction, and mankind, that is the 
Christian part, would not have been so perplexed in their endeavours to give a 
true and faithful representation of that very formidable being, whose absence, in 
man's opinion at least, is more desired than his presence. 

Let now the doctrines which this sermon teaches be briefly examined. They 
positively inculcate future and eternal punishment : — " Ye shall in no case enter 
the kingdom of heaven — ^Ye shall be in danger of the judgment — Shall be in 
danger of hell fire — Till thou hast paid the uttermost fetrthing — And not that 
thy whole body should be cast into hell — No reward of your Father which is in 
heaven — ^Verily I say unto thee, they have their reward — For wide is the gate 
and broad the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat — Depart from me ye that work iniquity — And it fell, and great was the 
fiill of it 1" And, what is more lamentable, the greater part of humanity will 
suffer this punishment ; that is, as it is elsewhere stated, only the chosen few, the 
elect, will be saved. A very worthy theme, indeed, for a rational man to delight 
in! 

It then follows that Jesus came, not to counteract the effects of Eve's fidl ; 

Q 
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not to bring salvation, bat to open the gates of a hell. Indeed, Jesus does not 
seem even to recognize such a doctrine as the Fall ; and it might be thought that, 
on such an occasion as this, he would have introduced the subject. On the con- 
trary he says : — " Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets ; 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 
Ailfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven ; 
but whosoever shall do and shall teach them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you that except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 
the kingdom of heaven." Thus disowning the doctrine of his own atonement, 
but plainly teaching, that entrance into this kingdom of heaven, which was at 
hand, was to be obtained by repentance for our evil and reward for our good 
works — by our own righteousness, which was not to consist in the long showy 
prayers and ceremonies of the haughty Scribes and Pharisees, but in acts of real 
kindness and forgiveness. 

Supponng, then, this account of Jesus, and of his teaching to be literally 
true, or even to express the true spirit of his doctrines, the plain and simple 
inference is, that the character of Jesus was such as one might find amongst 
humanity of the present day, in, perhaps, every part of the world ; but the pe- 
culiar tone which his character took is much more likely to be engendered, or 
rather developed, in a climate such as that of Galilee, which suggests the garden 
of Eden, than in the rougher and less sentimental climates of colder regions. 
How many are there among the Peace Society, who, whilst they condemn all wars, 
entertain and express very hostile feelings agunst those who deem war at times 
both necessary and justifiable. One may often have observed in the meetings of 
a Peace Society, how warlike the feeling of the whole assembly is against any in- 
dividual who dares to stand up and protest against the views and proceedings 
of the assembly ; and how each member seems burning with a champion's ardour 
to enter the lists against the invader of their peaceful doctrines. And this feeling 
is the true spirit of all Christian dissent, up to the present day. Jesus preached 
peace, good will, and charity ; but sought to instil these virtues, not by their own 
reward, but by chains, imprisonment, and severe punishments in reserve against 
those who received not his doctrines, as the above quotations from his sermon 
testify. Instead of removing the effects of the law, he made its enactments more 
stringent, and its whole spirit more exacting. 

These remarks are merely the suggestion of the matter contained in this 
mountain discourse of Jesus ; and it would seem that Jesus either changed his 
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doctrines, or added others thereto, during the subsequent course of his ministry, 

as occasion or circumstances induced him. The poet Cow])er truly exclaims : — 

Oh, popular applause ! what heait of man 

Is proof agamst thy sweet eeducing chamui ? 

The wisest and the best feel urgent need 

Of all their caution in thy gentlest gales ; 

Bat sweUed into a gost— who then, alas I 

With all his canvas set, and inezpeort. 

And therefore heedless, can withstand thy power P 

Ah I spare your idol ! think him human still. 

And if our own experience does not inform us, history, religious as well as civil, 
at least tells us, that all the passions of the human breast have from small indul- 
gences been carried by great excitements to such unrestrained gratification and 
enthusiasm, that they have sometimes wrought their own destruction ; and this 
remark is equally applicable to the sentiments which are contradistinguished by 
the terms vicious and virtuous. Ambition, from the success of small designs, 
has, by daring, sometimes usurped a throne ; but more often incurred disgrace 
and death. For how many munificent bequests is society indebted to the public 
voice. Even a common highway robber has, by success and the boldness of his 
exploits, been so led away by the applause of his comrades, as to bid open defi- 
ance to the laws of the land. How many have risked their life to obtain applause 
for a daring and a noble deed. From the little urchin in the street, who contests 
with an assailant for the palm of victory, through all the gradation of school- 
boys, who so industriously prepare themselves for the prize and speech-day, up to 
the most renowned poets, orators, artists, scientific men, and even philosophers : 
all are excited to action by the public voice. It is also quite true that many are 
equally excited by the acquirement of riches ; but even then the ultimate object 
is, that the public voice may say, — he has so many thousands^ that is Ms carriage^ 
that is his mansion ; and that himself, his wife, and his daughters may become the 
observed in the midst of the assembly ; or that his name may appear as a liberal 
donor in the lists of public subscriptions. But, of all men, those are most likely 
to be led astray by the popular voice who seek distinction from some peculiar bias 
or extraordinary influence operating on the mental faculties, whether this arises 
from a supposed inspiration or revelation, or from enthusiasm. This is proved 
by universal history and experience up to the present day. It is not alone among ' 
the professors of Christianity that individuals have preferred death to the re- 
nunciation of their creed. From the illiterate savage to the refined pagan, 
martyrs may be found as firm zealots as Christians. In the present day, indeed, 
among Christians, even priests, who have had the Holy Ghost inspired into them 
by the imposition o^ hands, have, without the aid of the stake and torture, become 
renegades to their fidth. A crown or a royal alliance has sometimes induced a 
Christian royal ofEspring to change his or her fidth ; and the attraction of an 

g2 
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order or of an office has had gixnilar effect upon a subject, as well as to induce to 
the changement of allegiance. 

If all humanity, of every clime and degree, are thus affected by the applause 
and distinctions of men, it would be strange indeed if Jesus, bom of a woman, 
and composed of human bones, flesh, blood, and brains, were an exception to this 
uniyersal rule, especially since he sought distinction from that very temperament 
which is most sensible to popular approbation, and by which the interest of his 
fellows, more particularly of the unlettered part of them, is most easily excited. 
The Jewish leaders are reported to have excited the enthusiasm of the people by 
the prospect of lands flowing with milk and honey, and which were to be obtained 
at the expense of other nations. Jesus roused the enthusiasm of his hearers by 
telling them of a new kingdom which was to be obtained at the expense of the 
Scribes and Pharisees and their abettors, and those with riches. He preached not 
to the rich and haughty, who were the rejected of the kingdom, but to the poor 
and needy. This is generally the plan fixed upon to propagate any new doctrine, 
whether in politics or religion. Begin by abusing the rich and powerful, and the 
popular voice is almost certain to be obtained. Jesus took this view, if he be re- 
ported rightly. And were he now alive upon the earth, and just beginning his 
ministry, and were to pursue the same plan, how many Christian bishops, church 
rectors. Christian Scribes and Pharisees, and other Christian notables, would he 
admit into his new kingdom of heaven ? Would not their riches alone exclude 
them ? It may here be further observed, that all religions, before and since the 
establishment of Christianity, have employed similar means to establish them- 
selves. Governments have also resorted to such methods. Is not the Lincoln 
Government of the Northern States of America, exciting the slaves to rebellion 
and bloodshed, by promising the forfeited estates of the masters whom they are 
sent forth to slay ? 

From this view of mankind, it is possible that Jesus may have been induced in 
the course of time, and under the favour of the people, to claim a mission from 
heaven, as well from a desire on his part that such might be a reality, as from 
their seeming willingness to accept him in whatever character he might choose to 
assume. But the whole Scriptural accounts seem to militate against this supposi- 
tion, seeing that so little interest was taken in all the circumstances which are re- 
lated to have taken place at his death, and after his reported resurrection. Where 
were, on these momentous occasions, the thousands that Jesus had fed so miracu- 
lously, the lame and sick whom he had so mercifully restored, and their fHends ; 
where his own family and all their fHends and connections ? Were there none to 
come to his rescue ; none to say one good word on his behalf? Where all John 
the Baptist's disciples, to whom John had borne testimony, that ** he that cometh 
after me is mightier than I" and which declaration is said to have been confirmed 
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by a Tidble sign and an audible Toice from heaven ? Where all the Jews who 
had become believers on him ? If none of those thousands had had manly 
feeling enough to come before Pilate to oppose the demand for Barabbas the 
murderer, and to stay the insults offered to Jesus, but had, like Peter, cowardly 
disowned their friend and master, it might, at least, have been expected that the 
two Maries and Martha, and that the woman who had stood pardoned before her 
accusers, would have proved the power of woman's daring when her affections 
were questioned, and have appeared before Pilate*s tribunal to plead the cause of 
Jesus. But not one was found to bear testimony for him who had exereised the 
creative power of all -might, although witnesses were found to give evidence 
against him. Surely, surely, this event, — all these events, — are too strange 
to be possible I Is it even possible that Pilate, either, would have surrendered up 
to death, or that the Jews would have sought to destroy, a being who had proved 
his power over death, who could control the elements, and subdue all nature? 
The fear of retribution from this being would have deterred the one as well as 
the other, supposing there was no law in the land to protect the innocent. But 
there was law, and there were soldiers and centurions, and a suitable government ; 
and a short examination of the relation will show that the same inconsistency 
exists herein, which is found in all parts of the Bible. Matthew says both 
thieves reviled Jesus, Luke says one reviled Jesus, but the other pronounced him 
to be an innocent man. The probable truth would be, that in the agony of their 
crucifixion, and amidst the railings and tauntings, and oflScious ceremonies of the 
noisy crowd towards Jesus, the two thieves would have been too weak to have 
blessed or cursed Jesus, and the crowd too occupied to have listened to their 
dying disputes. Besides, how were they to know anything of Jesus's guilt or inno- 
cence ? Or, is it at all likely that Pilate, who considered Jesus an innocent man, 
would either himself have inflicted all sorts of degradation, insults, and tortures 
upon him, or have allowed his soldiers so to do. Pilate knew as well as the 
Jews, that there was no king but Csosar. Nor was it the custom to give vinegar 
and gall to persons at their crucifixion. But what are we to think of the opening 
of the graves, and of the resurrection of the saints, &c., &c. ? Where did these 
come frt)m, since the institution of saints had not yet been established, and where 
did they go to after they had arisen from their sleep, and had gone into 
the holy city ? If these saints arose at the death of Christ, it would follow that 
Jesus was not the first-fruits of the resurrection. Well might the centurion 
become greatly afraid at the events which then took place ; and one would have 
thought that all these wonders would have been conveyed to the Emperor and 
Senate at Rome, and through them to the whole city and to the world. But 
were they ? No ; some, perhaps many, years after these events are related to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



88 

hare taken place, and after time and &me had enlarged and mystified tlie cha- 
racter and sajings of an individual who had made himself remarkable by the 
peculiarity of his opinions and sentiments, one or more persons who may, or 
may not, haye known Jesus, undertook — of course from some interested motive — 
to give an account of Jesus, and of his acts, and of the doctrines which he 
was supposed to have respectively performed and taught. The term, " supposed," 
is used, because, even allowing the gospels to have been written by some of the 
very twelve disciples of Jesus, yet they must have trusted to hearsay for most of 
their information, seeing that they were not chosen until after Jesus began his 
ministry, and must have been only occasionally with Jesus, since they had their 
own livelihood to obtain; and we are not told that Jesus fed, clothed, and lodged 
them by miracles. Whoever may have composed these histories, it is evident 
that effect and sensation was an object in view. What had the mocking, the buf- 
feting, the crown of thorns, and all the other malicious insults of the centurion, 
the soldiery, the chief priests, and of the Jews in general, to do with the con- 
demnation of Jesus ? What connection between the earthquake and his death ? 
What the rending of the veil of the Temple, the opening of the graves, and 
the uprising of the saints, with all the other events ? 

The very death of Christ was a forced, not a voluntary death. He was betrayed 
to death and suffered martyrdom, as many others have done, in the maintenance 
of his opinions. At page 6, it was observed that the devil, by his agent Judas, 
became instrumental in causing the death of Jesus. Had Jesus willingly offered 
himself as a sacrifice at some funeral pile, or by some other means in public view 
of the nation, there would have been some evidence of his having offered up him- 
self as a willing sacrifice for the atonement of mankind. But what an example 
to the world for self-sacrifice, or suicide, would have resulted herefrom ; and, then, 
how would the world have been convinced of his resurrection and ascent to 
heaven, unless these events had likewise taken place before the nation. Tet, this 
is the only way in which any realization of a willing atonement could have been 
given to men for the effects of the Fall. But even this would not have been 
sufficient for distant climes, or for distant ages, unless visible effects of this 
had been produced by the regeneration of mankind. These, and numerous 
other such perplexing views and suggestions, are presented to reasoning mankind 
by the doctrine of the Fall. It is no wonder, then, that the Scripture writers 
found themselves so hindered fi-om giving any consistent or satisfactory account 
of the character, office, life, death, and resurrection of a being whom they 
would represent as both human and divine, or even as a part of almighty power 
itself. 

The accounts of events of a distant date, when reported to us, affect the 
senses with a very slight impression, and obtain credit as a mere matter of course, 
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eflpecially when they are received by our lenities yet in infency, and when the 
faculties themselves can scarcely distinguish natural from fictitious impressions. 
But, if the same events were actually to occur before our Ihculties in their vigour, 
or even to be reported to us when experienced in all the operations of nature, 
how much more vividly would they affect our sensations ! This truth should be 
constantly borne in mind, because it will often assist us in judging of the occur - 

Instilled into us from infancy upwards, to manhood, we receive, by the aid 
rences of life, and inform us why Dr. Manning and other zealots appeal to the 
infantile mind to make converts. 

of the fearful consequences of disbelieving them, all the strange and miraculous 
accounts contained in the Bible, as glorious and merciful manifestations of God's 
mercy towards mankind, without once questioning their consistency with other 
manifestations of God's providence. But, what would have been the case, had 
we received a different instruction from infimcy upwards ? Suppose the Arch- 
bishop of York, the Kev. Archibald Boyd, and the Editor of the Daily TeUffraph, 
had respectively been brought up, the one a Jew, the other a Brahmin, and the 
third a Mahometan, would each allow that " the scene on Calvary had revolu' 
tionized the world ? or would the Zulu pagan allow this ? May not his objection 
to this assertion help to re-revolutionize the opinion of Europe ? Would they, upon 
the mere assertion of a Christian, believe themselves to be under the curse of 
damnation ? Would they not, on the contrary, doom the man who had dared 
to offer such insult to their feelings and prejudices to punishment? Pid the 
Jews act otherwise towards Jesus ? 

Is it to be supposed that any one individual living at the time of the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus, and who may have actually beheld the ceremony, had any belief 
or expectation that Jesus was a being differing in any manner fh)m the rest of mor- 
tals ; or, that such an one would not have been most astonished on viewing Jesus 
wandering about with his gaping and deadly wounds. The Scriptures them- 
selves, by the very accounts of these transactions, most certainly show that no 
one then entertained any such belief as that entertained by Christians of the 
present day. They represent all as having forsaken Jesus ; and all who were present, 
or who passed by, reviled him. None seem to have made any preparation for 
his interment ; and it was by mere accident, apparentiy , that one was foundt o per- 
form this office ; and, after his entombment, no one, it would seem, expected his 
resurrection, at least, no one watched for this event. In St. Luke's gospel, onb 
OF THE THIEVES DOES NOT BEviLE Jesus, for which hc is promlscd to be with 
Jesus in Paradise that very night. This promise is very strange, since Jesus, 
after his resurrection, is made to say to Mary, " Touch me not ; for I am not 
YET ASCENDED to my Father." Yet, after eight days, Jesus was still on earth, 
and tells Thomas, not only to touch him, but to thrust his hands into his 
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wounded dde. But how did life exist in the body with these yet gaping death- 
wounds? 

Now, it is asked, are there any circnmstances in the life and death of Jesus to 
characterize the events which therein took place as being more glorious than the 
giving of the law on Mount Sinai ? The Scriptures themselves declare that there 
existed a general disbelief in his resurrection. — (Matthew, twenty-eighth chapter, 
fifteenth verse.) But, even supposing it possible to construe the events which are 
related to have taken place after the resurrection of Jesus to be glorious, it was a 
mystery to all the world except to a few individuals ; and, according to the Scrip- 
tures themselves, designedly kept a secret from the world. Even if prophesy is to be 
relied upon, the life of Jesus was ordained to be that of " a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief." 

Thus it has been shown by Scripture evidence, that Jesus revealed to man 
the existence of etebnal punishment hsbeafteb, and which punishment the 
greater part of mankind must undergo ; that he made the obsebvanoe of the 
LAW HOBE STBINOENT ; that hc was despised, and had several times to escape 
from the Jews, who sought to stone him, and had no place even to lay his head ; 
that he had not one friend to speak one word in his &vour before Pilate, who 
sought not to condemn Jesus, and would, it may be supposed, have willingly 
listened to any advocate in the prisoner's behalf; that, when condemned, he was 
treated by all with the utmost ignominy, up to the very moment of his death ; 
that, after the resurrection, which no one expected, and which only a very few 
persons are reported to have believed, Jesus only made himself known to one 
or two of his intimate acquaintances and in a most mystical and magical manner ; 
but not once to one single individual who had always through the whole of his 
life opposed his doctrines and ridiculed his assumptions, and never to Pilate, his 
friend, nor to one single individual of authority, who of course was in a podtion 
to give, and thereby to obtain, credit for the truth of such an event. This last 
fact cfirries such strong evidence against the truth of the resurrection of Jesus, or 
of the accounts of the New Testament, that each, seemingly at least, proves the 
other to be an untruth. 

With such Scripture evidence as this, it may fairly be asked on what grounds 
did the Rev.-; Archibald Boyd take upon himself to declare in the lecture which 
he delivered on the Slst January on the two Dispensations, that the Dispensation 
of Jesus was much more glorious than that of Moses. And this was sought to be 
proved by the ;declaration, that the person and bearing alone of Jesus was so 
glorious that wheresoever he went he commanded honour and admiration. It is 
true that there are passages in the Scriptures which represent Jesus as the 
worker of miracles and the subduer even of nature ; but these accounts, being 
contradictions, only tend to make both statements nugatory. Besides, even if he 
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did by xna^c turn water into wine, or, by some power — nmilar to that which 
the Scriptures declare, not Moses alone, bat the Egyptian ma^cians possessed — 
performed miracles, it does not follow that this, at least in the estimation of man, 
was glorious or called forth honour ; because, in our day, spiritual magic, and 
globular magic, and their mediums, are not at all in good repute with us. More- 
over, this kind of office, viz., to turn water into wine, to open the eyes of the 
blind, and to multiply bread and fishes, was not that which it is declared Jesus 
came to discharge ; but to give back to mankind that purity of mind and that 
charity of heart which mankind are reported to have lost by Eve's sin ; which 
effects the mission of Jesus has &iled entirely to produce on the earth. 

It must be allowed that the Reverend Lecturer strove very zealously to 
produce effect, after the manner of St. Paul, by bold assertions in which all 
Christian declaimers so much delight, seeing that the Christian doctrines are so 
enigmatical and their solution so difficult to be either proved or disproved, that 
Christian preachers may be said to revel in this sort of argument. Assertion, 
however, is neither proof nor truth ; and as the Kev. Archibald Boyd failed to 
prove that the Sabbath day was appointed at creation as a day of preparation 
for eternity, so did he fsul in proving that the Dispensation of Grace was more 
glorious than the Dispensation of the Law, and that either the one or the other 
was a glorious event. 

From the few observations which have been made upon a few texts of 
Scripture, it would appear that both the Old and New Scriptures are each a com- 
pilation of disjointed accounts, written at different times, but the Old of course 
extending over a much longer period than the New Scriptures. When the GK>spel8 
were written, seems quite a matter of coiyecture ; but that they were written fh>m 
tradition or imagination may be most justiy inferred ; and if written by an 
ignorant man, enthusiastic in his creed, and who had obtained his informa- 
tion merely from report, it may easily be conceived how the whole would 
be deeply tinted with the superstition of those times. If written by an 
informed mind and by one who was at the head of a sect, or was willing 
to establish himself as such, a guess may be formed, from the manufkcture 
of saints and their miracles with which Christendom has been since inun- 
dated, concerning the amount of invention which may have been introduced in 
compiling the Scriptural accounts. Then, as to the doctrines deduced from the 
Gospels, to whom are they to be attributed? Chiefly to St. Paul, who, as 
already shown, was perhaps as great a fanatic as any one who has ever deserved 
this appellation ; for from persecuting the disciples of Jesus with a spirit the 
most merciless ever exhibited towards an opposing and rising sect, he, from a 
feeling of terror, converted all the violence of this merciless spirit against those 
whose creed he had so lately sought to maintain. 
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Is inch a spirit, then, as that which inspired 8t. Ffeial,* smted to teach 
manldnd the doctrines of mercj and forgiyeness ? It mnst be remembered that 
Panl belonged to the Jewish race, for he himself declared that he was brought np at 
Jerusalem " at the feet of Gamaliel, and tanght according to the perfect manner of 
the hiw of the Others, and was zealous toward God, as ye are all this day. And 
I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both 
men and women" (Acts, chapter 22, verses 8 and 4), and, therefore, was influenced 
by that Jewish oHAsrrT which beams forth so brightly through the whole sub- 
jects of the Psalms, which contain, perhaps, the most egotistical, illiberal, 
fiuiatical, and rerengefhl spirit ever exhibited by any religion : for which spirit 
it is a very poor excuse to say, that this feeling is only directed agunst spiritual 
enenues, since this only makes bad worse, seeing that these pleaders for the 
Psalms of David carry this spirit from temporal to eternal, and from eternal to 
temporal concerns. It is sufficient to refer to the 186th and 137th Psalms, as 
remarks have already been made on a subject therein celebrated, and to quote 
merely the two last verses of the latter Psalm. " O daughter of Babylon, who 
art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that hath rewarded thee as thou hast 
served us. Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against 
the stones." It was, perhaps, in such a spirit as this that Paul the Jew impri- 
soned Christian men and women on earth, and that Paul the saint afterwards 
took the idea into his head of imprisoning, hereafter, Jewish men, women, and 
children, on some other territory. 

Since these Psalms, by the direction of the Church Prayer Book, and under 
the sanction of the archbishops and bishops, are publicly read by priest and 
people every month on the Sabbath day, as a part of the praises and invocations 
addressed to the Almighty, it seems very inconsistent that these English 
Christians, who celebrate this revengeful spirit in such solemnity (?) before the 
throne of their God, after the manner of the Jews, should have fielt themselves 
So scandalized when the pagan sepoys put this spirit into active operation 
against their invaders. How superstition blinds our eyes to our own mountains 
of on, and magnifies the hillocks of our opponents 1 

The Bev. Archibald Boyd, in this same lecture, made a bold assertion, for 
which no grounds of justification appear. In speaking of Jesus on his reported 
resurrection and ascension to heaven, he sidd : " The body of Jesus, in ascending to 
heaven, underwent that glorious change which rendered it suitable for entrance 
into heaven," or words which conveyed a nmilar idea. Whence is this assertion 

* The very foot' of applying the term *' Saint," to the Apoetles, and the aooonnt of many 
'* Saints" having oome forth from their grayee at the cradflxion of Jesus, would lead one 
to suppose that the compilation of the New Testament is of a much later date than is 
generally attdhated thereto. Many other £aots of the same kind axe also fonnd. 
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drawn ? Neither Matthew nor John says one word on the aflcension of Jesns, 
who may be still on earth fix>m their report. Mark, in the two last yenes of the 
gospel, says : ** So then, after the Lord had spoken nnto them, he was receiyed up 
into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God. And they went forth and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the work with signs 
following. Amen." Luke says, in the last three verses of the gospel : '* And it 
came to pass while he blessed them, he was parted from them and carried up 
into heaven. And they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy : and were continually in the Temple, praising and blessing God. Amen." 

Thus, there is nothing in the Scripture history of Jesus to warrant the 
Lecturer's assertion that Jesus was transformed on his way to heaven. But there 
is something in the fourth Article of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of 
England which the Reverend Divine, like many others, seems to dishonour, 
or else, as in the case of the Apostie Paul, zeal carried him beyond dis- 
cretion. As already so often observed, all is assertion, much contradiction, in 
Scripture. Let only the last verse of St. Mark's with the last verse of St. 
Luke's gospel be compared, and does consistency or contradiction appear? It is 
much more probable, also, that the. Scribes and Pharisees would have turned out 
the ignorant fishermen from the Temple, than have allowed them to propagate 
any new doctrine. It is even stated in St. John, twentieth chapter, nineteenth 
verse, when Jesus, in flesh and bones, suddenly passed through closed doors and 
appeared to the disciples, that they had assembled there privately for fear of the 
Jews. How dared they, then, appear publicly in the Temple? Perhaps, however, 
the last chapter of St. John is one of the very strange chapters that are found in the 
Scriptures. In the preceding chapter and in verses twenty-two and twenty-three, 
Jesus had given his disciples the Holy Ghost (which by the bye was only to come 
upon them after Jesus had ascended on high) and had given them' all power, yet we 
read in the next, the last chapter of St. John, that the disciples, still fishermen, were 
following their trade on the Sea of Tiberias, having apparentiy forgotten all events 
connected with Jesus, and himself also, when some unknown individual gave[,them 
the order to cast in their net into a certain part of the water ; and by the quantity 
offish which it enclosed they presumed this individual to be the Lord (verse 9). 
" As soon then as they were come to landj they saw a fire of eoals there, and fish laid 
thereon, and bread" Here is magic again. But what is the meaning of what foU 
lows, and why written ? Why not left out with that which is declared in the last 
verse of the last chapter to be omitted? Why, even, did John, or some other 
relator, tell anything of the disciples having nothing to eat, of casting their nets 
and taking immensely of fish and dragging them to shore ? They satisfied their 
hunger, not with the natural food taken, but with food prepared magically. 
Beally, if that extraordinary quantity of matter unrelated was of no more 
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import than this fishing excursion, the world surely has not lost much that is 
yaluable. 

In the Gospel of St. John, no mention is made of the institution of the 
Sacrament. It is true that in the twentieth Terse of the last chapter, " Supper " is 
incidentally mentioned in connection with John, referred to by Peter, but this is 
all. This fiict tends to confirm the observation that the whole of the Scriptures 
are unconnected and composed of scraps. Perhaps this omission was designed 
for conscience sake. Is it a glorious institution ? Ask Judas Iscariot — ask all 
those cast eternally into outer darkness, where is weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth ! Jesus, who came, so say the Scriptures, to save all the world, 
just previous to being sacrificed, pronounced eternal woe upon one of the disciples 
whom he had chosen. What a complication of strange thoughts pass to and fro 
in the mind at this word, ** chosen " I It reminds one of the revolt in heaven, 
of the devil in Paradise. Did Jesus, who knew well, it is said, what was in man^ 
choose the traitor Judaa as a disciple and companion ? Did he breathe into him the 
Holy Spirit, give him power to work miracles, inform him of all his feelings and 
secrets, cherish him for months by his side, that he might have at last the satis- 
faction of pronouncing a curse upon him, ^nd declaring, in presence of his 
disciples, that it had been good for him had he not been bom ? But why did 
Jesus choose him, or why retain him so long as a disciple ? (See pages 6 and 88.) 
Was Judas the only one who had no interest in the sacrifice of Jesus ? The 
other three gospels, which mention the institution of the Supper, differ each in 
the account of the circumstances respecting it. In two, Jesus says, " This is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many." In Luke, " This cup is 
the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you" (his disciples) ; but not 
one says, shed for all. 

What is the truth presented to our minds by these accounts : That Jesus, who 
was, so it is declared, the Lord from Heaven, did, a few hours previous to the 
sacrifice of himself as an atonement for the sins of the world, declare that he was 
about to shed or rather had shed his blood only for a portion of mankind ; and 
that even to Judas, who had actually (read all three accounts) received it from 
his own hands and had drunk his portio^i of it. was doomed to certain destruction 
in spite of this ceremony. What is the inference to be deduced herefrom ? That 
the atonement is only partially effective to salvation, that Jesus is not willing to 
save, or that to remedy the Fall is an impossibility ? Did the merciful and com- 
passionate Jesus know that the disciple whom he had chosen was rushing head- 
long to eternal perdition ; and would he make no effort to save him, use no 
argument, beseech him with no intreating voice and gesture to save his immortal 
soul ? But had Judas been converted, some one else must have been found to 
betray Jesus. The lamb was to be slain. The priest, therefore, was necessary. 
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But could not Jesus liave been caught and brought before Pilate without having 
been betrayed ? He might have surrendered himself willingly. The Scriptures 
must have effects, to produce excitement. But if Jesus became a willing sacrifice, 
why not have avoided all human instrumentality, and by the aid, in which 
Scripture so much delights, of miraculous agency, have effected his death, and 
thus left every single member of humanity free to claim an interest in his atone- 
ment. Thus only to some is the atonement to be a blessing on this earth, the 
Eucharist, or Lord's Supper, is still, as it ever has been, the source of the bit- 
terest feelings and contentions amongst the Christian sects, who agree not in its 
meaning, its use, nor in its effects. 

Of the whole of the four Gospels it may be truly declared, that the end of each 
is a failure ; for not one of them realizes the expectation excited at its commence- 
ment. Jesus neither becomes King of the Jews nor brings any glory or honour 
to their nation. The kingdom of heaven, which may be supposed to be the 
kingdom which he calls his, did not appear ; and his resurrection, which one might 
suppose would have been an all-glorious and indisputable fact, in order to con*, 
firm the truth of all his declarations and daring assumptions, is covered with 
doubts and mysteries. 

The two last verses of the last chapter of St. John contain each one a very 
remarkable expression : " we know" and *'/ suppose " Is it not probable that some 
superstitious, and perhaps ignorant, monk may have compiled this gospel, and 
then added these two verses to his own work ? 
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CHAPTER in. 



"The qnality of mercy ia not rtnimed ; 
It dzoppefch, aa the gentle zaln from heaven, 
Upon the earth beneath ; it i» twice bleeflrd ; 
It bleeseth him that givee, and him that takes ; 

We do pray for mercy. 

And that same prayer doth teach na oil to render 

The deeds of mercy." Shaxbfxabx. 



Those statements of the Old Testament upon vhicli the doctrines of the New are 
founded, haying been brought under consideration, and the soundness of the doc- 
trines themselves haying been duly weighed, a further step is necessary in order 
to ascertain what claim the archbishops and bishops of the Anglican Church 
haye, to arrange, teach, and enforce the doctrines which they declare to be clearly 
revealed in the New Testament. 

At the institution of Christianity, it appears that the Founder himself of this 
new doctrine directly appointed his teachers, to whom was imparted the like 
power of transmitting this office to others by the imposition of hands, through 
which means the Holy Ghost was conveyed into humanity. No human wisdom 
or instruction was required as a qualification for this office ; indeed, the ignorant 
and foolish in earthly learning were declared to be the fittest instruments to teach 
the wisdom which cometh from above. Jesus chose his disdples from a class of 
men who, of all others, from the nature of their occupation, had the least intercourse 
with their fellows, and were, therefore, the least under the influence of human 
wisdom. He chose fishermen, whose waking hours were generally passed away 
from human habitations, amidst the waves and winds, and who only returned to 
the shelter of their roof to dispose of their prey, and to refresh their wearied 
fhunes in the quietude of sleep. So untaught were the disciples, that by their 
very discourse, we are informed in the fourth chapter and thirteenth verse of 
Acts, Peter and John discovered themselves to be unlearned and ignorant men. 

Without endeavouring to trace out the progress of Christianity through all 
the numerous changes, disputes, contentions, and revolutions which occurred 
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from the death of its founder up to the period when the Beformation was about 
to break forth, or to discover hj what authority the hierarchy of that period 
assumed their sway over the mind and conscience of their fellows, we will sup- 
pose at once the epoch when the Roman Catholic influence was alone and 
supreme. If, at this period, the Roman Catholic religion was that established 
by Jesus and his apostles, and the priests thereof had been holily appointed to 
their office, it would follow, as a just inference, that it was pure in the sight of 
Gk)d. If it were not the doctrines of Jesus, and if the priests were sot holily 
ordained, then it would follow that the Christians were at that period, and now 
are, in the same state in which the Jews are represented to have been just pre- 
vious to the introduction of Christianity, viz., forsaken by their God ; for if the 
transmission of the Holy Ghost and the power thereto ascribed had ceased, by 
what means had it been renewed, and in whose person ? The Catholic priests 
would certainly not have transmitted it to their enemies, supposing this power 
to have been still resident in their order. Thus, in either case, the Protestant 
bishops can claim no right to the office which they hold, nor have they power to 
appoint others thereto, nor to pronounce forgiveness of sins. If they have assumed 
this right without authority, then any and every one may with equal justice 
lay claim to and assume this office, and declare their interpretation of Scripture 
doctrines equally binding upon man's conscience. In every case it would seem, at 
least in the present day, that the imposition of hands is a vain and useless cere- 
mony, seeing that neither priest nor layman so imposed are proof against con- 
version to other creeds, or against the violation of their duty to God and man. 
It is not, then, surprising that our hierarchy should have become subject to the 
same reproof which Jesus is reported to have bestowed so freely on the Scribes 
and Pharisees. Would Jesus, were he now present, applaud our archbishops and 
bishops for their wealth, their honours, their titles, their estate ? Truly, they 
would now, as did the Pharisees of old, fix heavy and grievous burdens by way 
of restraints upon their brethren, without being thereby the least affected them- 
selves. Where is their fiiith to remove mountains ? It is promised by Jesus, 
in Matthew (twenty-first chapter, twenty -second verse), that all things, what- 
soever they shall ask in prayer, believing, they shall receive. If this be true, 
why are they not of much greater utility to their fellows? and by prayers 
offered up in faith, why do they not become effectual to the conversion of 
the unbelievers and evil doers, or to the feeding and clothing of the destitute 
of our land ? Jesus is said to have imparted to his disciples the power of working 
miracles, equally with the efficacious imposition of hands. He is said to have 
fed the hungry, whom curiosity had led forth from their home : how much rather 
would he have exercised compassion towards those who were destitute of home 
and food. Would Jesus have given a stone, when bread was required ? He 
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Appointed no palaces for hiB disdples to inhabit, no omveraties to teacli them 
dirine traths. The lilies and grass of the field, the fowls of the air, the run 
from heaven, the frnitM rays of the son ; in short, the book of nature, was to be 
their guide in forming the Christian code of laws ; and forgiveness and mercy 
their constant motto. Those who were clothed in purple and fine linen, and who 
filled sumptuously every day, were not the individuals for whom Jesus's kingdom 
was prepared ; it was for the humble and the meek, the poor and despised, who 
received little consideration from the rich and powerful. 

Perhai>s, in some instances, poverty and misery may be the result of crime ; 
but numerous other causes may justly be assigned, to which no blame can be 
attached. Sickness, or an infirm constitution, a meek disposition, misfortune ; 
even honesty, or a laudable pride, may produce this state, should birth not have 
produced it, in the same way that affiuence and station are not always the conse- 
quence of industry and honesty of dealing, but very often the result of roguery, 
meanness, and sheer dishonesty. Whatever may be the cause of poverty and of con- 
sequent crime therefrom, neither from the pulpit nor in the courts of justice is suf- 
ficient sympathy exercised towards offenders against our social laws. Advice full 
of charity and benevolence, not threats and denunciations fh>m the pulpit; kindly 
advice and reproof, always conveyed in the most conciliating tone and least 
offensive terms (especially from unpaid lips, which often pursue an oppodte 
course,) from those appointed to administer justice ; is the course which mercy, 
yea justice, suggests. And if a thousand times more sympathy were manifested 
to the afflicted and miserable by the wealthy and honoured classes, such proceed- 
ings would not only lessen their sorrows, but would beget a reciprocity of senti- 
ment in the breasts of the lowest classes, which would be perhaps equally valued 
by the rich, who are not always the less miserable and afflicted of mankind ; but 
when thus, as a general rule, it may be said that they are less deserving of sym- 
pathy than the poor, because, having more comforts at hand, they have the less 
excuse if they abuse them. 

The poet Cowper perceived how beneficial this bond of union between all 
classes was, for the happiness of mankind. He felt, likewise, how much the 
exercise of mercy was due, not only from one individual towards another, but 
from nation towards nation, when he penned, prior to the Emancipation Act, 
these ever memorable words : — 

SlaveB oazinot breathe in England ; if their lungs 
Beoeive our air, that moment th^ are free ; 
Th^ touch our country, and their shacklea fall. 
That's noble, and beepeaks a nation proud 
And jealous of the blessing. Spread it then, 
And let it circulate through er'zy vein 
Of all your empire ; that where Britain's poVr 
Is felt, mankind may feel her men^ too. 
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Bat not one of all the sentiments ever embodied in words and aptly illnstrated 
by occasion, can surpass, — ^maj it not be sidd can equal, — that contained in the 
speech which Shakspeare has put into the mouth of Portia, and which was 
uttered in a court of justice, on the quality of mercy. Search all the books that 
have ever been published or written, not even excepting the New Testament 
and no nobler benevolence can be found, for it is enforced by its own reward, ** It 
blesses him that g^ves and him that takes," and needs neither purgatory nor hell- 
fire to give it effect. Oh, how peacefUly must William Shakspeare have reposed 
his head upon his pillow, and what Sweet dreams of mercy may have delighted 
his rest, after having imparted to vision such sentiments of his soul t Surely the 
prophets of old, who predicted coming judgments, and the disciples of Jesus, as 
well as all the long array of popes, cardinals, archbishops, and bishops, claiming 
authority from these disciples, who have shaken off the dust of their feet as a 
denunciation against those who have not received them, enjoyed far less peaceful 
slumbers than did the poet of the Avon on this occasion. This is not the only 
instance in which the man Shakspeare inculcates the exercise of mercy over the 
dictates of justice, as the conduct which ought to influence all human actions ; for 
when Polonius tells Hamlet that he will use the actors according to their desert, 
Hamlet replies : " Much better. Use every man after his desert, and who shall 
'scape whipping ? Use them after your own honour and dignity ; the less they 
deserve, the more merit is in your bounty.*' 

Now, what is the mercy of the Elbvbn Thousand who have nailed their 
hope of salvation to the belief in the eternal duration of future punishment. It 
would seem that they, because a bishop's hands have been imposed upon them, 
think themselves meet for heaven ; and, since the glories of heaven are based 
upon the same authority as are the torments of hell, they argue that if the one 
is a fiction and must be disbelieved, so must likewise the other ; so blinded is the 
mind of prejudice, and so totally selfish its sentiments. It is true that the enthu- 
siast Paul argues in a similar way, and under a like apprehension, when he says, 
" If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain,** <fec. — *• If in this life only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now is Christ risen 
ftom. the dead, and become the first fhiits of them that slept.'* 

It has already been observed that Christ was not the first who rose, as is re- 
ported, ^m the dead. In the chapter from which the above quotation is made 
(1 Cor., chapter 15.) Paul is most anxious to make them believe that Jesus had 
trisen from the dead, because even at this period the general belief was, that 
neither Jesus nor any one else had arisen from the dead. But the chapter itself 
admits of many questionings. At the commencement of the epistie, Paul ad- 
dresses himself to a Church that had been fully sanctified in Jesus Christ, and en- 
riched by him in all utterance and in all knowledge ; and yet it would appear 
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that they were totally ignorant of the first principles of the Christian doctrine, 
were at bitter yariance among each other, and that some of those sanctified in 
Jesus Christ actually disbelieved in his resurrection. This is, however, the 
character of the Scriptures. Paul declared that he was delivering what he had re- 
ceived ; in his endeavours to make them believe in the resurrection of Jesus, he 
asserts what is not to be found in the Gospels — ^that Christ was seen by "above 
five hundred brethren at once." Was Paul's zeal superior to his discretion ? for it 
does not appear that even six took any interest in his death, or even in his resur- 
rection, until some few were informed that this had taken place. 

Now, as Paul was most desirous, not for others, but for his own sake, that the 
resurrection should be a fact, otherwise his *' crown of glory" would become a 
nonentity; so are the ** Eleven Thousand " anxious, for their own sakes alone, that 
the doctrine of eternal punishment should be a truth, otherwise their entrance into 
heaven would also be a fiction. But the deduction at which Paul arrives is as 
incorrect as would be that of the " Eleven Thousand." Because, if Christ has not 
arisen from the dead, it does not in the least follow that there will be no future 
resurrection. If Paul, like a gambler or a betting man, who risks his fortune 
upon the throw of a die or the speed of a horse, is rash enough to stake his crown 
of glory upon the supposed resurrection of Christ ; or the '* Eleven Thousand " 
are so credulous as to make the happiness of heaven dependant upon the misery 
of hell ; no inference can be drawn herefrom, that all the rest of humanity are 
to coincide exactly in their views, or to foimd their hopes of happiness on no 
other basis. 

A gambler and a betting man are selfishly interested enough to obtain the end 
of benefiting themselves at the certain expense of others ; and often resort to the 
lawless means of loading the die, or of iiyuring the adversary's horse, totally re- 
gardless of every moral and social consideration, but actuated alone by self. Now, 
it may be asked, What glorious motive had Paul, or the " Eleven Thousand," in 
their proceedings ? Was it less selfish than is the gambler's or the betting man's ? 
Really, w^re their views entirely for the glory of their God, and quite regardless 
of self. In truth, were they not from the very opposite motive ? With Paul, was 
it not, myself first, and my God afterwards ? What is the feeling of the betting 
man towards his horse, which has won for him thousands ? He feeds it well, 
cherishes it well, and respects it much. Had it lost all his property through a 
malicious spirit, he might have abused it as much as Christians are taught to 
abuse the old serpent for the loss of Paradise. But ought the elect, who gain the 
felicity of heaven, to abuse the " god of this world" for the loss of Paradise — or 
ought the persons who won the property of the master, to abuse his malicious 
horse? But, to generalize the subject — do Christians attend church, repeat 
belie& and long prayers, and assist at long sermons from interest to their God, or 
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out of pure concern for themselves ? Do not men often become rich through 
gambling, betting, and mercantile transactions which are not always purely 
honest ; and haying settled their own earthly interest, they naturally turn their 
attention, of course from a regard to self, to an after life ; and as the custom 
among Christians is to attend church, to believe and follow the instructions which 
the priests offer, to subscribe to this and that charity, and to contribute to collec- 
tions for this and that philanthropic purpose, they readily conform thereto, 
because they not only thereby secure heaven, but likewise the applause of this 
world — ^here again self interest appears. But to prove that the predominance of 
self is the grand agent of action, the establishment of &ncy furs may be 
instanced. When pure charity or philanthropy has not sufficient interest to 
obtain the end in view, is not the vanity of self often acted upon in order to pro- 
cure aid by this means. Many young ladies are thus induced to become con- 
tributors to the general fund, by presenting articles of their own skill and work- 
manship, or to enhance the value of the articles for sale by gracefully conde- 
scending to solicit the patronage of the visitors, who are unable to resist the 
opportunity of thus publicly exhibiting their generosity on so interesting an 
occasion. 

From what has been observed of interest and vanity acting upon frail 
humanity, we are led to enquire whether the persistency in exclusive creeds and 
doctrines is in any degree due to temporal interests. (See page 19.) What says 
Paul: *' If Christ be not risen, then is our (my) preaching vain, and your faith 
is also vain. Yea, and we (I) are found false witnesses of God that he raised up 
Christ : whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not." Of course to 
Paul's egotistical and sanguine temperament, and to his extreme love of distinc- 
tion, and violent prejudices, it would have been a bitter intelligence to have known 
that he had become again the dupe of his own enthusiastic bigotry, and the 
ridicule of the world. So he continues his desperate course of a second career, 
reckless of the fate of the whole creation, under the sole influence of his selfish 
and newly adopted creed. Under this spirit he continues to frame arguments, to 
make assertions, and to draw conclusions the most illogical possible ; as if the 
fate of all humanity depended alone upon his ipse dixit. What did Paul mean 
by such logic as this ? ^* Thou fool I that which thou sowest is not quickened, ex- 
cept it die." (1 Cor. 15th chapter 36th verse). Are we the fools, who believe that no 
seed dies that is quickened, and that no seed is quickened that does die? or are 
Paul and his co-believers, who entertain an opposite theory, the fools ? K Paul's 
theory is wrong, all the arguments which he founds thereon are mere wild 
speculations, opposed to nature and experience. Animal as well as vegetable seed, 
if it be productive, does not die. It is a most inapplicable metaphor to assume the 
conversion of seed, whether animal or vegetable (for each are alike in operation), 
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into ofBipring, and the resurrection of man from tbe grave, as illustrative the one 
of the other, for there is no analogy between them. Paul says in the 60th verse, 
and the Rev. A. Boyd would seem to adopt similar views, that "flesh and blood 
cannot inhabit the Kingdom of God." The fourth Article of the Prayer Book, 
says it can and does. The New Testament in one instance says : *' Bless, and 
curse not ;" but the ** Commination" of the Prayer Book curses so many, that it 
may truly be asked, Who then can be blessed ? Do the " Eleven Thousand " believe 
in the ftiture eternal punishment of man entirely from love to God, and from no 
interested motive ? Are not some of them at least influenced by the honour, the 
distinction, the respectability, and the money which the profession affords them. 
Take away these inducements from the two professions, viz., the one which 
carries on war against the enemies of the body, and the other which combats for 
the safety of the soul, and how many would desert their colours. Since both pro- 
fessions are well rewarded, and so long as the human temperament is senative to 
shame from defeat or want of success, thus long will the soldiers of ^t and the 
soldiers of fiction remain true to their cause and resist all opposition. 

Under this view it may easily be perceived from what motive all this animosity 
against the Bishop of Natal arises. It is scandal enough when subordinates 
desert ; but when a general proves a traitor, and he a skilfrd one, truly the whole 
cause is in danger. But why this resentment against Dr. Colenso ? Does it proceed 
out of consideration for his present and future welfare ? Alas ! this is not the 
spirit which Christian intolerance cherishes. It is a spirit similar to that in which 
Paul exclaims :— " Let all men be liars but God, that is really, my doctrines, true. 
It is that spirit which actuates Paul when he meets opposition : " Thou fool, that 
which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die. It is that bitter spirit which 
made the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees the criterion for exclusion 
from heaven. It is that unforgiving spirit which characterizes all sectaries. 

It is certainly a very distressing and unwelcome announcement, to be told that 
the truth of those accounts, by which we had, so satisfactorily to ourselves, made 
arrangements to live quietly on earth and, hereafter, to enjoy the felicities of 
heaven, was not to be depended upon. Yet this feeling of surprise or regret 
might, however, become greatly modified or even exchanged, if, at the same time, 
more reliable accounts, upon which a greater degree of happiness could be founded, 
were announced. This is the only way by which conversion from one opinion or 
religion to another can be eflFected. But neither an opinion nor a creed which has 
been deeply impressed upon the mind by long habit or education can be easily 
effiiced or at once disregarded without some potent means. Thus, all propagators 
of new doctrines seek the aid of youth or miraculous influence to effect their 
object, and hold out more promising results. It is a very rare circumstance that 
an adult changes either his religious or political creed ; but whenever he is sincere 
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in his change, it may always be taken as granted, that it is from conviction, which 
generally is the result of deep reflection, and therefore is deserving of a kind and 
forgiving consideration from his fellows. Towards Bishop Colenso, charity seems 
to suggest the ftdl exercise of this kindly feeling. From the high office and dignity 
which he holds in the Anglican Church, he must have been well aware that the 
course he was pursuing would, in all probability, incur the reprobation of all the 
clerical as well as lay party of his Church, and debar him from all future advance- 
ment therein, and even deprive him of whatever dignity and advantage he was 
then enjoying. The heads of the Church were certainly bound to notice his publi- 
cation ; and the question was, in what way cognizance was to be taken of it. Here 
upon, difficulties of no slight character presented themselves. If the Church party 
delayed ; Dissenters, who, of course, have no feeling of admiration towards arch- 
bishops and bishops, would be first in the field to cry down episcopacy, and this 
treason in its camp. But, how were the charges which Dr. Colenso brought 
against the truth of Holy Writ to be met? It is true they did not affect the 
doctrines of Christianity. But who could say how £Eir Dr. Colenso would pro- 
ceed in his objections, if once investigation took place and was allowed without 
censure, especially among their own body. The Church knew that the spirit of 
research, as well^asthe spirit of rank bigotry, was abroad ; and if the two should 
be aroused into contention, how severed the Church would become. The liberal 
party know well enough that the doctrines of the Church are supported by no 
evidence but that of inspiration, the force of which depends solely upon the 
amount of credibility with which each humanity is endowed, and for which 
nature is, perhaps, much more answerable than is education. Now, since all 
Christian sects depend upon inspiration as the foundation of their creed, not one 
dares entertain the views of Dr. Colenso, lest the world should be turned 
upside down. They dispute and contend against each other (and would fain 
murder, if the law allowed) especially the Protestant and Catholic parties at the 
present time, and declare each other fools, as to their powers of comprehending 
the import of inspiration, which is, as each party asserts, quite plain and easy to 
be understood to those not blinded in spirit, nor slow of heart to believe the 
inspired truths ; but will never allow for one instant, that the writers of the Old 
and New Testament might have been, like their adversaries, blinded in mind 
and slow of heart in writing down what is supposed to have been narrattd to 
them. 

Such is prejudice ! But interest purely temporal has as much, and perhaps 
a 'great deal more, concern in this aflEair than has religion. The publishers of 
Dr. Colenso's work would not have undertaken such a work had it been offered to 
them by an individual of no note and unknown. They had already made great 
gain by Dr. Colenso's works ; and they knew that this work would sell and bring 
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more gold to their exchequer ; and thbbefobe they undertook the sale of it, 
regardless of the import of its contents. But other booksellers and publishers, 
whose gains accrue from selling Bibles, Prayer Books, sermons, d^c, and those who 
eigoy honours and obtain riches by maintaining the complete inspiration and 
infallibility of every word contained in the Bible, reprobate the book because it 
can bring no gain to them, but may have a very contrary effect. 

It has already been remarked and proved in various parts of this work and 
elsewhere,* how much the professions of men depend upon custom and education, 
and how little from conviction and deep reflection. Were this not the &ct, 
as a general rale, each individual would entertain like sentiments ; otherwise, 
men could not be conndered as responsible for their belief or actions, which 
are the effects of conviction. Had Dr. Colenso, as he, and as every individual 
should do, before he subscribed to creeds and undertook offices which made him 
the judge of the future destiny of his fellow-mortals, and of the creation of 
even Almighty Perfection, first investigated the truth and reliability of the docu- 
ments from which tho substance of the creeds and the instructions for the 
fidthfUl discharge of the offices were extracted, and, afterwards, the claims of the 
individulas who conferred upon him the power with which he was entrusted, he 
might probably have refused the office of bishop, and would, at least, have 
avoided the scandal of having become instructed in his religious duty by an 
untutored heathen, and of having brought the efficacy of imparting the Holy 
Ohost by the imposition of Bishop's hands into contempt. But having, through 
want of foresight, fallen into this dilemma. Bishop Colenso has acted very 
honestly in offering himself as an illustration of the quaint motto, " Never too 
late to mend ;" and it is to be desired that the whole hierarchy ^f the Anglican as 
well as of the Roman Church will follow his commendable conduct, and allow 
the Christian religion to be divested of all its crude rites and superstitions, and 
not only exhibited but practised in its simple purity. 

To all reflective minds who have become aware of the cause of dispute which 
has arisen between the Bishop of Natal and the other bishops of the Anglican 
Church , the question. Who is right ? spontaneously suggests itself. Each one having 
received the Holy Ghost, which teaches all things to all men, by the imposition 
of hands, it would follow that none can err ; all must be divinely instructed, and 
therefore each must be right in his interpretation of the Bible. But the inter- 
pretation of the one diametrically opposes that of the other. Hence arises the 
marvel. The &ct, that Dr. Colenso's views appear to militate against his present 
interests, and those of the other bishops to advance theirs, would throw the balance 
in &vour of the former. If all parties are right, let Bishop Colenso be allowed 

* See the *' Tribunal where Superstition is CJondemned," ftc. 
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to preach his views of divine truths, without let or hindrance, to those who are 
willing to adopt them. If, on the contrary, one is right and the other wrong, it 
matters not to which is assigned the victory, the inefficacy of imparting any Holy 
Ghost to humanity hy the imposition of hands, even of bishops themselves, is 
clearly demonstrated. May, then, this Vain custom be abolished I Let our 
priests, especially our young curates, who endeavour to make up by effect for the 
deficiency of intellectuality in their discourses, avoid the superstitious custom, now 
much in vogue, of drawing down from above, or raising up from below, by the 
motion of their hands, any supposed influence which may give efficacy to their 
blessing, which custom only causes old maids to scandalize and young misses to 
giggle, as they quit the sacred temple. 

To a dispassionate mind, who calmly takes the Scriptures in hand to read 
them and judge them by the light of nature, the various effects, recorded of the 
Holy Ghost, of sorcery and witchcraft, afford much amusement as well as regret. 
As the magicians of the Egyptians and their miracles were introduced to contend 
against Moses and Aaron, the magicians of the Israelites' god, and to exhibit the 
power of the latter as superior to the former being, so are the conjurations of 
Simon by means of sorcery, introduced to contend against the influence of the 
conjurations of Philip by means of the Holy Ghost, and to show the superiority 
of the one over the other. (Acts, chapter 7.) This Simon had made himself so 
notorious by his sorceries to old and young, that they all declared this man to be 
TBE ob3:at power of God. Yet, the preaching of Philip caused all these great 
admirers of Simon to be baptized, and afterwards himself also. But, although 
they had been baptized in the name of Jesus by Philip, who had just wrought 
such wonderful miracles, yet the Holy Ghost had fallen upon none of them. 
Peter and John, who had come into the neighbourhood, laid their hands upon 
them, and they instantly received the Holy Ghost. When Simon saw this won- 
derful effect of the hands, he wished to purchase the power. By this account, one 
would infer that a visible effect is immediately produced by the imposition of 
hands. Can the present Bishop of London, who has confirmed so many indi- 
viduals, tell what this sign is, or can any other bishop, even the candid Bishop of 
Natal ? There are more wonders in this chapter. An angel visits Philip, and 
tells him to go south on a certain road. On his way, when a certain man of 
great authority under a queen appears, the Spirit directs Philip to go and join the 
carriage, which summons Philip obeys. After the eunuch is baptized, the spirit 
catches away Philip, and the eunuch sees him no more. In these two baptismal 
accounts, no form is given to baptize in the name of the Trinity, nor was this 
form used. Besides, it would appear that baptism had no efficacy in itself. 
Why, then, baptize the eunuch? This chapter, like so many others, sud- 
denly introduces many disconnected events and subjects, and for what end? 
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To teach men their social dntiee ? Not to ; but to teach them supentitioii. It ia 
jpelated that Paul was making havoc of the Church. The very term, " Church/' 
sounds very Roman Catholic. The miraculous powers imputed to Philip, like- 
wise bear the semblance of a Catholic tale. If he could perform all kinds of 
miracles at will, why not impart the Holy Ghost? If Simon, with all the others, 
had receiyed the Holy Ghost from Peter and John, it would appear that baptism 
as well as the reception of this spirit, had, as in the case of Judas Iscariot, who 
had partaken of the Lord's Supper, been most inefficacious in him, for Peter 
declared : " Thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." 
Thus, were the Eucharist, baptism, and the Holy Ghost inefficacious in the days 
of the Apostles, as they now are in the year of grace, 1864. 

Having spoken of the Christian rites, a few remarks shall follow upon the 
Christian doctrines, exhibited in Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians. 

It is sufficient to select the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth chapters of the 
first of Corinthians, to set forth Paul's doctrines. In the twelfth chapter, what a 
complexity of terms and ideas is exhibited. *' The Spirit of God," " the Holy 
Ghost," '* the same Spirit," ** the same Lord," the same God," " manifestation of 
the Spirit," all these terms occur within a few lines, and would seem to denote each 
a different agency. Next follows a long list of wonderful powers inspired by the 
same spirit, among which is a very remarkable fiiculty : viz., that of the dis- 
OEBNiNO OF spirits. After this follows a complexity of bodily arrangements of 
the parts to the whole, as illustrations to the complexity of connections supposed 
to exist between Christ and his followers. Then is added a complexity of offices, 
which God is supposed to have aet in the Church. In the last verse, Paul recom- 
mends covetouanesB m eameit as to the best gifts; but yet in the thirteenth chapter 
he declares all these to be of no avail without charity ; and how does he describe 
this charity — or as the word would be more correctly rendered, affection? He 
makes it the cembination of every social virtue and of many other qualities 
besides ; and does this by a superfluity of words, of which, as in the case of the 
Beatitudes (page 79) the object in view is apparently to produce effect. Charity 
is a sentiment rather than a quality ; it is a feeling which tones aU qua- 
lities. Paul represents it as that which " suffereth long, beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things." In this descrip- 
tion of charity, faith, hope, and patience are certainly included. Yet Paul 
■ays charity is greater than either of the two, fiiith and hope. In the four- 
teenth chapter, Paul invokes the Corinthians to follow after this charity, to desire, 
or covet, spiritual gifts, and rather that of prophecy. The whole of this chapter is 
employed to prove the superiority of the power of prophecy over that of the 
unknown tongues ; but what the ope or the other was, is not at all defined ; but 
these, with the " best ^ritual gifts" may have reference to those offices which 
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€k>d 16 sftid in the twentj-eighth yerse of the twelfth chapter to have set up^ and 
from which the Irvinites* and some other sects take their inspiration. 

This chapter and the first part of the second chapter of Acts, which has 
reference to the same subject, are very curious compositions. Paul's expression, 
to prophecy, denotes apparently the same act as that which is denoted by our 
term *• preach ;" for every sermon of the present day includes more or less pro- 
phecies as well as interpretation, according to one's own peculiar opinion ; but to 
speak in unknown tongues is an obscure and mystical expression, and declared by 
Paul himself to be foolishness to every one except to the individual who utters it, 
and to God. But on the day of Pentecost, related in the Acts, extraordinary 
effects are related to have been produced by the descent of the Holy Ghost ; viz., 
that those upon whom the cloven tongues as of fire sat, began to speak with other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now, just at this time " there were 
dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven !" 
Take note of this truth, philanthropists who love your fellows, admire the works 
of creation, and adore your Creator, that there were devout men, like yourselves, 
in these yet unchristian days, in all parts of the world. These men, and it, is to be 
supposed, many of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, went in a multitude to witness 
this extraordinary £Eict, " and were confounded, because every man heard them 
8i)eak in his own language. And they were all amazed and marvelled," &c. Here's 
repetition again to produce effect. What, however, was the effect produced by 
the sound from heaven, &c., &c., not that the Aposties received extba tongues, 
but that the multitude obtained extba eabs. The Aposties could not have 
spoken twenty languages in the same breath ; and if these devout men out of 
every nation under heaven heard, each one his own language in the one spoken 
by the Apostle, these men, it would seem, had become the recipients of the Holy 
Ghost. But the cloven fire-tongues had not sat upon them. Again, how did 
each of these men know that all the other foreigners heard the Apostle, speaking 
one language, each in the tongue wherein he was bom. And how could they notify 
this fact to each other, unless they had had other tongues imparted to them with- 
out the aid of cloven tongues? At page 63 it was remarked, that the " Acts of 
the Apostles " are to be estimated, like the Gospels, according to their credit to 
our belief. Now the account of the ascension of Jesus in the first chapter of 
Acts, is totally at variance with each account in the four gospels. And what 
credit can any dispassionate mind give to this account of the descent of the Holy 



* It is well known, that Irvln, Wolff, and a few other individuals, used to meet at 
Albury Park, in the house of the late Mr. Drummond, M.P., to indulge in these mysteries, 
and, if possible, to understand them. But since the Apostles themselves, and the whole 
Church were heretical concerning these doctrines, it is not surprising that they puzzled 
later fanatics. 
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Ghost? Of what use is it to manldiid ? This, and dmilar miraculous accounts, 
always bring discredit to all religions in the Judgment of every enlightened 
and reflectiye mind. They may work upon ignorant minds, it is true, and make 
them more ignorant and superstitious, but this sort of influence is not what 
benefits society or general civilization, but has a quite contrary effect. From 
the few remarks made upon this account of Pentecost, and if closely analyzed, it 
appears a concoction of rank superstition, without the least claim to truth, genius, 
or tact ; and if no other evidence or proof of this were wanting, the words con- 
tained in the thirteenth verse are sufficient : " Othera mocking taid^ These men are 
fuU of new wine.** In the previous verses, speaking of the multitude who came 
together, verse six states, " They were confounded ;" verse seven, " They were 
all amazed and marvelled ;" verse twelve, " They were all amazed.'' Who, 
then, are the ** others ?" and why did they mock — ^because the Aposties spoke 
absurdities, or because their language was fluent and intelligible ? Again, the 
remarks in page 6 are referred to as a clue to solve this enigma. If there had 
been no opposition, the opportunity would not have been given to Peter to make 
a speech to produce effect. 

All this rambling, incongruous, and dogmatical speech of Peter shall be passed 
by unnoticed, except the contents of verse thirty, which affect not alone the 
validity of the oath of the Almighty (how pro&ne, to force an oath in the mouth 
of Almighty Power !) but the royalty at the head of the Anglican Church, the 
archbishops, bishops, especially Bishop Golenso, and, in short, the whole of Chris- 
tendom. The contents are : " Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him (David), tJuU of thefrvU of his loins, according to 
the flesh f he would raise up Christ to sit upon his throne." Whether Christ ever 
did, or ever will, sit upon David's throne, is a subject of small import just now, 
as the object at present in view is of much graver conmderation. The New 
Testament declares that the people invoked Jesus as the son of David ; and the 
genealogies of Jesus trace the descent of Joseph back to David ; and in the verse 
just quoted, a distinct declaration is given that God had sworn with an oath to 
David that Jesus should be the fruit of his loins according to the flesh. Can any 
other inference be drawn from these accounts than this, viz., that Jesus was 
begotten of man — was a mere mortal, and could, consequentiy, only make a mortal 
atonement, and exercise mortal influence ? But how does this condition harmo- 
nize with the account of the conception in Matthew? Joseph was not the 
begetter of Jesas, who was begotten by the Holy Ghost, and the being produced 
was to be called Emmanuel, which name signifies " God with us." Now, without 
attempting any disquisition of ideal disputes upon subjects which admit of no 
possible solution, such as : Can spirit beget matter? Could Jesus be begotten by 
his own Godhead, and yet receive a human nature ; and other mystical subjects 
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wbich for so long a time distracted the Alexandrian churclies, and inflicted so 
much misery on all the neighbouring people, it may be asked. Would such con- 
flicting, such contradictory eyidence as these accounts a£ford, be received or 
r^ected in any matter where truth was required ? In the present age, when so 
many combined circumstances all tend to afford information to mankind, and 
thereby to enlighten the human mind on the general proceedings and arrange 
ments of Providence, more correct, and, therefore, less prejudiced views of the 
Almighty's dealings towards men may be obtained ; and thus the wisdom of the 
present day may judge more correctly of past events than did the people who were 
living at the time in which these events are reported to have taken place. These 
combined circumstances are the various discoveries of science and art which have 
brought all the nations of the world into more speedy, and, therefore, closer com- 
munication with each other ; and by such means all those prejudices, and super* 
stitions, and erroneous opinions have been removed, which report and distance 
generally cause one nation or people to entertain of another. Moreover, a later 
age has always this advantage over a former one, in judging of subjects which are 
affected by time. This remark is particularly true in respect of superstitions and 
prophecies, and even of miracles, so called. 

Now, what do science, travel, commerce, and intercourse with all nations of 
the globe teach us ? Is it not, that miracles, inspiration, witchcraft, revelations, 
and all supernatural claims are now £sibles. And, if bibles now, why should they 
have been otherwise one hundred or one thousand centuries back? Human 
nature has always been the same, has always been acted upon by circumstances ; 
that is, it acts from certain impressions which produce conviction, which excites 
to action. Now, conviction may be effected by education, by climate, by 
national character, and by custom, which are all more or less dependant upon 
the capacity of the individual intellects. A man may, of course, act from 
impulse or necessity against his conviction, that is, when he acts contrary to the 
creed or opinions which he has sincerely adopted, and is conscious that he is act- 
ing dishonestiy. If, therefore, human nature'" is the same in the present day as it 
was two or three thousand years ago, we must not be surprised that this spirit of 
superstitious cruelty still holds sway over a great part of mankind, who still 
believe in past miracles, although they see none in the present day. And if this 
credulity still is rife, although no prophets, no miracle-workers, no witchcrafts now 
exists, why should not this have always been the real and natural condition of 
mankind since his creation, and that this supposed actual miraculous power has 
always been, as it now is, a myth, a mere fable ? There are yet thousands at the 



* See "Tribanal where Superstition is Condemned, and the Providence of God Justified 
to Man," page 35. 
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present moment who are credulous enough to give faith not alone to reputed 
miracles of history, but also to reported miracles of the present day, especially 
among the Roman Catholics. It is believed by some individuals, that the 
late Daniel O'Connell could perform miracles; but that he was too modest 
to own his power I This idea is probably encouraged by the priests, who, should 
they have the power and opportunity, may some day install him amongst the 
saints, and give a long list of his miraclous performances. 

Beviewing the few remarks which have been made on the Bible, they show 
that labour, pain, even death, and all the other ** ills which flesh is heir to," were 
assigned to man before his supposed fall ; that the sabbath was not appointed to 
man by his Creator to prepare for a future existence ; that the Commandments 
were in full operation before the time when they are reported to have been given 
to Moses by God himself ; that the Ten Commands, when given, only reflected the 
morality then in vogue among the Jews and the surrounding nations, and that 
although the commands condemned murder, they are reported to have been 
actually given through the hands of a murderer ; and that there are inconsis- 
tencies and incongruities to be found in all the accounts of the Old Testament. 
That, as to the composition of the New Testament, it is full of inconsistencies, 
contradictions, and assertions unsupported by evidence ; that the object in view 
of the mission from heaven of presumed Divinity, has not been realized ; that 
Jesus did not declare that his mission was to counteract the effect of the Fall, or 
even that mankind had fallen by Adam's transgression ; that, so far from insti- 
tuting a new dispensation, he made the conditions of the first more stringent, 
and even declared the heads or chief men of the Jews and of the Jewish rites and 
ceremonies to be out of the pale of grace ; that he introduced the idea of devils 
and of eternal punishment, and declared that these were to be the companions of 
the most part of the human race after death in perpetuity ; that he did not 
declare that he had power to save, or even came to save, mankind ; that, on the 
contrary, he could not save one of the twelve bosom friends whom he had chosen, 
and who had received the Holy Ghost and partaken of the Sacrament from his 
own hands ; that the few simple ideas which seem to have been at first entertained 
by Jesus became by degrees more and more distorted and complicated by the 
supposed fulfilment of prophecy and by the pecular ideas of peculiar individuals, 
till at last a great number of abstruse, discordant, bigoted, and revengeful doc- 
trines arose, and are still varying in discord, and which have produced, and are 
yet producing very baneful eflects wheresoever their influence has extended. 
But that which so effectually invalidates the whole claim of the Bible to a peculiar 
divine inspiration, and to implicit credit to the truth of its records, is its own 
solemn contradictory testimony respecting the origin of Jesus who is called 
Christ. In the thirtieth verse of the second chapter of Acts, Peter declares that 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ill 

God had sworn with an oath to David, that Christ should proceed from the 
fruit of his loins according to the flesh, and the Scriptures in various parts trace 
forward to and backward from David the genealogy of Joseph as the direct 
instrument to the fulfilment of this oath, and yet in the first chapter and the 
eighteenth verse of Matthew, it is distinctly declared, that before Joseph and 
Mary came together " she was found vdth child by the Hcly Ghost" 

Here is a contradiction which no human intellect can argue into a truth, 
unless it be allowed that either Joseph was the Holy Ghost, or was the father of 
the Holy Ghost, and then Jesus would have been human, and the contradiction 
would then have been not real but merely apparent. Now, what are men taught to 
do in this perplexity ? Is it not to make the situation more desperate by regard- 
ing it as an incomprehensible mystery ? What effects have followed this doc- 
trine ? Assumptions, by what is regarded in the present day as humanity, of 
the Holy Ghost, of Jesus Christ, of Elijah, &c. (Pages 9 and 10.) To the Jews, 
this assumption by Jesus was a sheer imposture. Jesus never confirmed his 
claim by any evidence — all was assertion. It is true that Jesus is rq>0Tted to have 
performed miracles on some occasions, but never to confront and convince 
the Jews ; nor were the miracles ever performed before any official and cre- 
dible witnesses. If Jesus performed miracles when on earth, why should he 
not now perform them, seeing that his power is said to be perfect, for the 
benefit of the starving population in London and elsewhere. The Jews appear 
to have been more consistent in their proceedings against Jesus, than the 
English Government was against Courtenay, or than this or any other Govern- 
ment has been in criminal proceedings against political or religious offenders. 

If the representation of the contents of the Bible here given be correct, how much 
does it concern the Queen, who is the head of the Anglican Church, to pause 
and deliberate before she gives her sanction to her archbishops and bishops in pro- 
ceedings which may bring the justice of her government at home or abroad into 
disrepute and even ridicule. It behoves also the archbishops and bishops to 
pause and reflect upon the consequences which may ensue by judging their 
fellows under the influence of Jewish and Egyptian superstitions of nearly 2,000 
years old, in this age af advancement. If they do not, the popular voice and 
the civil government may soon convince them that their lawn and office has no 
more claim to inspiration than has the dress and office of a common council- 
man, and that the one may err as often as the other. Why, it may be asked, should 
the Bishop of Natal, who has humility and common sense enough, and is suffi- 
ciently free from superstition to be instructed even in Christianity, by a fellow 
creature, although deemed savage, be condemned by his compeers and the noto- 
rious " Eleven Thousand" whose instinctive bigotry induces them to anticipate 
the eternal torments of incalculable milUons of men, women, and children ; but the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



112 

Bishop of New Zealand, who abets and absolyes the inTading Christian soldiers 
of a Christian Sovereign, when they carry fire, sword, and general devasta- 
tion among the peaceM lands and habitations which the inyaders' Ood of love 
and maty has assigned to a portion of their fellow humanity, thus depriving the 
wives and children, not only of their natural protectors, but, what is most abhor- 
rent to the sentiment of gratitude to a bountiful Providence, likewise of the 
natural means of sustaining life, be admired and commended for his benevolence ? 
Are these the effects of the scene which took place nearly two thousand years 
ago, and which the Daily Telegraph* says has *^ revolutionized the world." 
One would rather suppose that we are returning to the age when the Hebrew 
nation, under Moses and Aaron, and by the command of the GK)d of Israel, is 
reported to have destroyed the surrounding nations in order that they might 
inherit their lands flowing with milk and honey. By substituting the God of 
the Christians for the God of Israel, the two cases are parallel, and each event 
has equal claim to be recorded as divine inspiration. (See pages 19 and 20.) 
But it would seem that the Jews have suffered and are yet suffering, on account 
of their cruelties, as all the now Christian nations of the American continent are 
now suffering for former cruelties and extirpations ; and yet, most strange, each 
sect, whether Catholic or Protestant, claims the sanction of its God for all the 
butcheries it perpetrates. 

But of all the crimes which seem the least absolvable, is that of wilfully destroy- 
ing the crops of the earth. To destroy, by conflagration or other means, corn- 
fields, granaries, and other store-houses, containing future provisions for man and 
beast, seems an offence against Heaven so extreme, that the pardon thereof must 
be left entirely as a matter between the perpetrator and his Creator. Let no 
absolution calm the conscience of the criminal, then our generals may be less 
inclined to commit the deed, when they are conscious that the priest has no 
power to absolve it, and to ease the pangs of conscience, even at the moment of 
death. 

It might have been more to the credit of Dr. Colenso, had he searched into the 
records of the Bible, before he committed himself by solemn vows to the 
observance of creeds which the common experience of the world could not 
sanction. But all honour to his later judgment and candour, for not having 
refused to receive and to acknowledge the instruction of a pagan, although at the 

* The leader of the ' Telegraph" of Gth May, 1864, speaking of war, says:—'* It wonld 
arrest that commerce which shallow fools think it well to sneer at, not knowing that no 
other inflnence is so great to elevate mankind." The author of the " The Pope Arraigned 
before the Tribunal of the Almighty," now entitled " The Tribunal where Superstition is 
Condemned, and the FroTidence of Ood Justified to Man," congratulates the " Daily Tele- 
graph" on coming under the influence of this work ; and hopes that not only its editors, but 
also that all its readers, wiU imbibe its full spirit, exhibited in page 25 and elsewhere. 
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expense of his own dignity and the good will of his fellows. How fer Dr. 
Colenso may be led in his objections to the truth of so-called Holy Writ, is yet 
to be seen ; but if he proceed in his investigations to the end, he will find 
himself obliged to disclose yet more startling objections than to mere dates and 
numbers. 

But why all this animosity agidnst the Bishop of Natal? 

Is it all for the glory of God, or does it arise from the fear of losing renown 
and reward ? To know that there is no eternal torment, no hell, no devil, wouM 
not lessen adoration and respect for the Creator, but on the contrary would in- 
crease it in well disposed minds, and induce harsher minds to admit a more for- 
giving spirit. Do the Bishops and the " Eleven Thousand" who are banded 
together to eternalize perpetual torments, imagine that this world and perhaps 
heaven also would become a scene of pollution without their Christian doctrines ? 
It is quite possible that there are some of them of coarse minds so depraved with 
bigotry, that they might actually chuckle with delight to know that all parts of 
this globe, where Christianity had no influence, was in this condition, in order 
that their own doctrines might be triumphant, in a spirit similar to that which 
made the enthusiast Paul exclaim : Let Ood be truey hut every man a Uar I himself 
always excepted, of course. This idea may have reality in it ; for, what is 
Christianity of New York now actually doing, not alone knowing ? Is it not 
polluting by fire, sword, and devastation, the whole Confederated provinces of the 
South, in order to establish a mere doctrine I Such are the influences under 
Christianity. 

What are those people of the world who reject the Christian doctrines doing — 
among whom the scene which took place on Calvary nearly two thousand years 
ago has no influence ? Has not the benevolent, the philanthropic sentiments and 
conduct of Sir Moses Montefiore attracted the admiration of Christian, Jew, and 
Pagan ? Has he not in his old age, by his voyage to the Sultan of Morocco, travelled 
farther, and risked greater dangers to perfom acts of mercy, and to reconcile man- 
kind to each other by reciprocal acts of kindness than even the founder of Chris- 
tianity ever did, and has he extolled his deeds and dangers as the Christian Paul 
extolled his ? Was not the speech of Sir Moses Montefiore, in reply to the com- 
plimentary address of the inhabitants of Bamsgate and the Isle of Thanet, 
characterized by a spirit both pleasing to man, and acceptable to the Universal 
Creator? Lest, however, it should be objected, that Sir Moses has the spirit of 
the Bible, though not a Christian, an illustration shall be drawn from Paganism. 
The Sultan of Morocco, who so willingly reciprocated the benevolent sentiments 
of Sir Moses at their friendly interview, might be advanced ; but an example 
shall be taken from a nation, whose ancestors were probably civilized long before 
Abraham is reported to have lived, or even Adam to have been bom. Reference 
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is made to a short memoir of the Parsee Baronet, Sir Jjlhsetji Jejeebhot, con- 
tained in a leader of the Daily Telegraph of Jnne 21st, 1864, which the "Eleven 
Thousand" would do well to read each day of their life. It is probable that not 
only the early Jews, but even Jesus and the Jews of his age may have imbibed 
some of the milder doctrines of their religion firom his nation. The piety of the 
religion which he professed, and the surpassing benevolence of his heart, not only 
gained the esteem of mankind, but induced the liberal English Government to 
show its esteem by a title of honor. The late conduct of Sir Moses Montefiore 
has proved how well he too deserved the title with which he is honored ; for his 
reply to the townspeople of Bamsgate, as well as his appeal to the Ministers of 
State in Morocco to enforce the benign intentions of the Sultan would, in temper- 
ance and religious charity, exalt the most Christian Bishop. These men, who 
have by religious and benevolent sentiments obtained high distinctions, are mere 
types of those in various parts of the F&gan world, who existed prior to the intro- 
duction of Christianity, and of others who now exist and exhibit themselves in a 
more worthy character than some Christian bishops and priests of the present 
day. Is it then a fitting, a becoming, or even a righteous duty, that the Head of 
the Anglican Church, the reigning Queen of Great Britain, whose dominions at 
the present time are so vast and extended, that her subjects boast that the sun can 
never set to the whole of them at the same hour, and whose dominions, therefore, 
must include nations and people of other religions and creeds than that of Chris- 
tianity, should allow her archbishops and bishops to retain in the Prayer Book of 
daily use "creeds, articles, and other formularies,'' which are not alone most 
uncharitable and unmerciftil towards all nations who do not profess Christianity 
but most horrible in their very sentiment, and which must therefore, in the 
estimation of the enlightened Pagan world, not only make the supporters thereof 
unworthy of respect, but likewise the creeds themselves ridiculous, nay, dia- 
picable ; and one could hardly have supposed that, in this age of advancement, 
eleven thousand presumed educated men, who assume the office of ministers of a 
God of love, could be found to sanction such a document as the " Oxford Declara- 
tion" of 1864, and that an Archbishop of Canterbury could exist, who would 
pronounce his benediction on the composition thereof. But to prove the truth of 
the remark, that religious sectarian tyranny is the most relentiess of all tyrannies* 
reference is here made to the proceedings which took place in convocation a short 
time back, relative to ** Essays and Reviews ;" when the high dignitaries of the 
Protestant Church in imitation of " Papa," actually, although unlawfully assumed 
to themselves the sovereignty over the press. When this subject was brought to 
the notice of the Upper House by a noble lord, the Lord Chancellor exposed the 
unlawful pretensions of the bishops, reminded them of the penalty to which their 

^ Sm Tribimal where Superstition is Condemned," &c. See pages S4 and 9S. 
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error exposed them, and defended both the civil and religious liberty of the 
British subject. 

It would have been wise on the part of the " Eleven Thousand," before they 
affixed their signatures to such a document as the ** Oxford Declaration," if they 
had taken the trouble to study, at least in some degree, the history of the Chris- 
tian doctrines. They would have found themselves much more at feult respecting 
the Bible than were the Ephesians respecting their glorious image of Diana. For 
as the latter did not fall down from heaven, but was the work of man's hand, so 
likewise was the Bible not only not a production from heaven, but not the work of 
one set of men, but of several sets of men ; for there were not only different 
editions of the Old and New Testament in the same language, but different 
editions in different languages. And whatever the prejudices of the editors had 
introduced into the body of the work, or had remarked by gloss and marginal 
notes, it is supposed that the copiers of such editions had, with more devotion 
than judgment, thinking those manuscripts the most valuable which were the most 
full, inserted the whole into the text ; for the Greek translation became more 
copious than the Hebrew, and soon after the Latin more copious than the Greek. 
Judging from the state of society, and of the various superstitions and religions 
which were in vogue amongst the inhabitants of Alexandria and the surrounding 
peoples, as well as from some spurious Christian writings, it is a mere just con- 
clusion to infer that both the Old and the New Testament were altered to confirm 
mutually each other. It would, at least, be the object and the wish of every Jew 
who had been induced to embrace the Christian doctrines, that the prophecies of 
the Old should be verified by the events of the New Testament. Whether the 
Old has been altered to suit the events of the New Scriptures, is an open question ; 
but that great efforts have always been made to cause the truth of the New to 
become verified by the accomplishment of the prophecies of the Old, admits of 
no dispute. Supposing that the two volumes are the result of direct divine in- 
spiration, and that the one is intended as a manifest verification of the other, the 
surprise is, not that one or two events of the New have a possibility to realize one 
or two prophecies of the Old, and that to discover the existence of this possi- 
bility requires years of diligent instruction ; but that the whole events of the 
latter do not universally demonstrate to mankind the fulfilment of the predic- 
tions of the former, without allowing any objection to be offered. 

The attention of the " Eleven Thousand " is now directed to the religious 
state of the Roman empire in that part of the world where Christianity took its 
rise. 

The extent of the Boman Empire at this epoch, like the British Empire of 
the present day, included nations of various religions ; and the wise policy of the 
Boman Government was then, as it is that of the British Government of the present 
day, to allow the free exercise of all religions which rendered unto CsBsar the alle- 

I 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



116 

glance due unto Cseiar. In Alexandria, there were Jews, Egyptians, Greeks, 
and Bomans ; and the probability is, that there were envyings, bickerings, and 
harsh disputations amongst these yarious sects, as well as, perhaps, from sects who 
drew their doctrines from the more eastern nations. Now, howsoever uncon- 
vertible the fanatical and enthusiastic part of each sect, whose prejudices had 
been confirmed by custom and education, may have been, the liberal and philan- 
thropic portions, whose intellectual capacity enabled them to enjoy philosophical 
disquisitions, and the young and intelligent portions, would come under the 
influence of those teachers whose doctrines most accorded with natural reve- 
lations, and would, to a certain degree, entertain their views in religious as well as 
in philosophical subjects. Thus, on all speculative subjects much variety of 
opinion arose, especially on mind and matter, on the nature of Divinity and on 
existence of humanity after death, among so many nations who differed in religious 
forms and ojnnions. It is from the combination of these religions, producing 
«uoh contradictory doctrines, that have sprung those abhorrent creeds, in the 
maintenance of which the *' Eleven" have so lately distinguished themselves ; 
but which both the GK>vemment and the people of the British Empire would do 
well to expunge from their belief. They were founded in human blood, have 
been sustained by blood, and may yet require this support, if retained as tests 
to man's claim to Heaven. Athanasius, the man after whom the most uncha- 
ritable and mystical creed in the Church Service was named, was driven out five 
times from his bishopric, and his deposition and reposition was generally accom- 
plished with much bloodshed. Religious exclusive creeds are the plague of civil 
governments, the curse of the people, and the destroyer of all philanthropie 
sentiment. These creed-upholding ** Eleven Thousand'' and their abettors, if 
they had power, would, in order to establish their doctrines, and when established 
to defend them, re-enact all those bloody scenes which took place between the 
ereed-differing Bishops of Alexandria themselves and between their flocks. 
And these bishops are the men fh)m whom Protestant and Catholic priests of the 
present day claim the efficacy of imparting the Holy Ghost, and of absolving 
their equals from sin 1 

But where did these patriarchs, these fathers of the Church as they are called, 
obtain their creeds and doctrines ? If from the Bible, whether it be regarded as 
the mere work of man's head, or as the purely mechanical work of his hands 
directed by a Divine mind, has it been a blessing to the world? Without refer- 
ring again to all the bloody persecutions which so-called Christian nations 
and sects have exercised towards each other since the scene which was exhibited 
on Calvary nearly two thousand years ago, which have so often brought death 
and devastation over immense tracts of this globe, and which introduced into 
society such a variety of rancorous animosities, scandalous backbitings and 
deadly strifes in past times; what, it is asked, is the present state of society, and 
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the general condition of mankind on this earth in the year and month of graoe 
July, 1864? Reference shall only be made to England and its relations. What is 
the present condition of the United States of America? With what spirit do the 
living inhabitants, who still remain of the Bed Indians, or of those who formerly 
possessed the land, regard the proceedings of the white men and Christians 
towards each other ? May they not justly, in a tone of exulting reproach, 
exclaim : Behold the effects which the Christian love and charity of the white 
man has produced, after having expelled us by fire and sword from our rightful 
possessions ! If we turn to New Zealand, what does reflection present to our 
view ? Formerly, when occupied alone by its probable aborigines, all was in its 
natural and apparently peaceable condition. Upon its discoTery by enterprising 
men, its fertile soil and genial climate excited the desire of conquest and the 
hope of gain amongst the British nation. The Anglican Church party anxiously 
desired to colonize and, perhaps, to christianize it. The attempt was made, and 
the result is known. .The incomprehensibility of the Christian creeds were 
attempted to be instilled into the natives, dissensions arose among their chie&, 
then disputes of right with the invaders, and then of course the Christians, when 
they found thar doctrines of love powerless, backed them by powder and ball. 
The native chiefe felt themselves highly scandalized, but finding their 
native arms useless against these Christian weapons, prudently desisted fh>m 
opposition for the present, owned themselves subdued but not conquered, and 
inwardly confessed it was by might against right. They patiently abided their 
own opportunity, resolved to slay their enemies with their own weapons. When 
their opportunity had arrived, they became themselves the aggressors and the 
victors. Thus, the colonists, after having embroiled the natives among them- 
selves, and aided their own aggressions against the natives by natives, have rendered 
the whole social connection of the island convulsed, and now war, rifles, powder 
and shot, and other weapons of destruction, are at a high premium in this last 
Christian-colonized country. 

What can be said of the state of religious feeling in England ? Have the 
Angli become angeUi after having become Christiam f On the contrary, have not 
the people become either so indifferent to the religious sentiment, or so divided 
in their religious belief, that they are either ignorant of the creed which they 
would seem to profess, or too distrustful of their neighbours candidly to confess 
it to them, lest reputation and pecuniary receipts might thereby suffer. Thus 
creeds force us to sell our conscience and become hypocrites. Would oke of 
the " Eleven Thousand" renounce his belief in the perpetuity of future punish- 
ment, if this were the only condition for success in the Church. So doubtful 
are the people now becoming in. their own belie&, and so puzzled in deciding what 
they ought to believe amidst this perplexity of opinion, that the wily religious 
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bigote of the present day, as in the age of Anus and Athanasias, wish to entrap 
the wavering and unwary by their ngnatnre to declarations of belief that they 
may discover those who are not with them, and, in spite of Paul's excellency of 
charity, endeavour to blast their hopes, not alone in this life, but in that future 
life in which they hope that themselves will be distinguished. This spirit seems 
to be peculiarly exhibited by Biblical religionists. Even in the liberal metro- 
polis of England, the Jews have their own community of tradesmen, who are 
employed to the exclusion of the Christians ; and where they have the influence, 
those in power would compel all members of their sect to purchase' their commo- 
dities firom Jewish tradesmen. So, likewise among Christians, each sect prefers 
to patronize the members of their own religious persuasion. Yet, so powerful is 
self-interest, all sects are unscrupulous in receiving advantages from each of the 
others, though unwilling to return the fiivour. It is true that a more liberal 
feeling— owing, doubtless, to the variety of opinions on reli^ous doctrines, and the 
consequent unconcern about our neighbour's belief among the generality of the 
population, to the more enlightened tone of our literature, to the progress of 
education, to a freer press, and, most of all, to our civil Government's reward of 
merit and not of creed, — ^now pervades all classes of the community. But the spirit 
of intolerant creeds is not extinct. It inflames the breast of its numerous votaries 
whensoever it discovers that the domain of these creeds is invaded, in order that 
it may destroy the effect of every liberal idea and measure. 

Thus, the still intolerant spirit of Protestantism, and the incomprehensible 
bigotry, superstition, and therefore ignorance of Catholicism, if not subdued by 
common sense, might in time reduce Great Britain to a state of anarchy and 
ignorance similar to that to which the ignorant and superstitious creeds of the so- 
called Apostolic Fathers reduced Egypt, from which creeds the assumed Apostolic 
Fathers of the present day imbibe their intolerance. How wisely, then, did the 
Lord Chancellor of the present Government act, when, in his reproof to the 
hierarchy, more especially to the Lord Bishop of Oxford, publicly in the High 
Court of Parliament, for their arrogant presumption over the literature of Eng- 
land, he reminded them that they were the mere instruments of the Govern- 
ment, and not its head. After Constantine had professed Christianity, had 
made the bishops the tools of his Government, and had allowed them civil 
authority, they soon began, in overbearing arrogance, to frame their own belief, 
and compelled them to be taught to the people. Then, of course, religious 
persecutions, cruelties, and bloodshed, soon followed. But how much more 
beneficial would it have been for mankind, had men been taught their social 
duties instead of sacrificing every humane, every benevolent sentiment at the 
shrine of bigotry. This age of bigotry was par excellence the age of miracles ; 
not only the Christian, but the half-pagan, half-Christian, and the wholly pagan 
fiithers, would seem to have performed more miracles than are reported to have 
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been performed by Jesus himself. Every half-witted mouk was either the 
reporter or performer of miracles ; and thus Christianity, instead of elevating the 
minds of men, actually reduced them to a lower scale of civilization than under 
pagan rule. Almost every part of the world proves the truth of this assertion. 
A man or woman may become a recluse — ^may mortify the flesh, either by apparel, 
the rod, vermin, or by the stomach, — ^and meditate upon heaven and upon the. 
joys which his spirit beholds there in reversion for him ; but of what import is he 
to creation. He may be likened unto a wild animal, kept under restraint in a 
menagerie to astonish fearful children and timid old maids. But although each is 
alike a nonentity in the natural world, neither performing the duties of creation, 
the human recluse is the more useless of the two, not affording even an object of 
admiration for children. The sooner, therefore, he is removed to his rest, either 
by his own mortifications or by some miraculous operation, the more space will 
remain for energetic members of society. 

Many Christians will declare that this recluse life, all persecution, and even 
all exclusive creeds, are neither the object nor the spirit of Christ's religion. If 
it be not the religion of Jesus, it is the religion of the New Testament; and tiiisis 
the only test which is left mankind of the doctrines of Jesus. It has been shown 
that the doctrines of the New Testament are so contradictory that arguments 
may be found therein to support as well as to condemn all the doctrines that have 
been promulgated by the various sects of Christians. It has been elsewhere shown, 
that even climate in like manner affects doctrines as it does customs and the pro- 
ductions of vegetation ; and had Jesus lived in the climate of Great Britain, doc- 
trines different to many of those suggested by the climate of Galilee might have 
arisen in his mind. It has likewise been shown that religion does not change the 
human heart, but, on the contrary, the human heart tones the religion. The 
natural disposition of each member of humanity may be truly likened to climate, 
and the various religious sentiments, to the various natural productions. And as 
the products alone of climate, but not the climate itself, are affected by manure 
and other aids of cultivation, so are the energies alone of each individual directed 
anew in their exercise by the influence of the different doctrines which the human 
heart imbibes. Neither the Apostle Paul nor Bishop Athanasius was a man to 
shudder at the declaration of God*s eternal wrath against all those who held any 
other opinion of belief than those which he himself professed. And there are in the 
present day, it would seem, " Eleven Thousand " who have bigotry enough un- 
hesitatingly to coincide with such extreme views. But let all who have sentiment 
enough render thanks of adoration to our Universal Creator on account of the 
vast number of benevolent minds who have moral courage sufficient to entertain 
a more merciful creed, and who not only desire but truly believe that their fellow 
creatures who entertain an opposite belief to their own, will hereafter enjoy equal 
blessings with themselves. The Creator never intended that each member of his 
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human creation ahonld hare the lame or an equal power of mind, and that the 
mind of each should entertain the same views, and in all respects coinade the one 
with the other. This direrrity in humanity may be regarded as an ornament in 
creation, and be styled the philosophy of mind ; and the Tariety of climate and 
the endless productions thereof, that of matter.* It is because the clergy have 
always ignored these notions, these &cts, that their sermons are so ineffectual to 
produce beneficial results. They have preferred to employ their energies in 
defending creeds which were drawn up as tests of opinion in the days of ignorance 
by the acrimonious spirit of party and religious superstition. Thus, forms of 
belief composed in the ages of obscure science, are sought to be defended now 
that the veil of obscurity is removed. And it would seem that the University of 
Oxford, which ought to be the most enlightened seat of learning in the empire, 
prides itself in taking the lead to instruct its members in the arduous duty of per- 
petuating ignorance by the aid of learning. But if the bishops and Universities 
expect to perpetuate " creeds, articles, and other formularies " of their worship by 
such means, it is to be hoped that they will become greatly deceived. Great 
Britain has not gained her renown and her prosperity by the profesrion of creeds 
and by superstition. Such influence only retarded her glory. It was not the 
Pope-enslaved soul of the coward John, but the daring spirit of the bold Harry, 
which has added so much to the freedom of Great Britain. It was the indepen- 
dent spirit of the brave barons and the fearless yeomen, which endured not the 
tyranny of king, Pope, archbishop, or legate, that has, in a great measure freed 
England from the curse of creeds, and brought to pass the independency of dis- 
sent. Perhaps the day may not be fkr distant, when the doctrines of every religion 
may be so freely discussed by the laity and the press, that its priests will have to 
support them by evidence sufficient to convince the world of their universal 
utility, or to exclude them from their forms of worship. Until this comes to pass, 
— or until the people choose to become indifferent to all creeds and doctrines, and 
each to worship his Creator in a manner suitable to his own individual view, and 
to regard his neighbour by his acts, without inquiring about his creed, — ^this con- 
stant distrust and animosity towards each other will continue to sever the friendly 
connections of society. It is true that the Roman Catholics, with their Christian 
Egyptian superstitions, are again making inroads upon English soil, under counte- 
nance of Puseyitish doctrines and support ; but they would again soon retreat 
when they find the powerfrd English feeling against them. 

In concluding these remarks and researches, this view of miraculous agency 
is offered for the serious consideration of every Christian. 

In the Old Testament, an account is given of the Creator himself appearing 
on many occasions in material form and voice on earth to man, to give instmc- 

* See " The Tribimal," fto., where this sabject is fully discussed, pages 82 and following, 
page 00, and elsewhere. 
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tions and reproof to his creatures, and even matter with roles for conduct engraven 
thereon with his own hand; also of the presence of angels firom heaven , who, 
with the Almighty Creator, are said to have partaken of earthly nourishment 
(Bee page 6.) In the New Testament, accounts are likewise given of the appear- 
ance of angels as well as of the devil, of supernatural voices, and of miraculous 
intervention. 

In presenting these accounts, this appeal is made to the British Udty, — ^who 
claim to be considered amongst the enlightened and sober sense-minded portion of 
the community, who have made themselves in some degree acquainted with the 
operations of nature and the general economy of the universe, and of the 
character of man, — whether it seems consistent with their notion of the 
character and being of the Poweb under whose guidance the whole universe is 
upheld, that he should appear in human form, and feast upon earth, in order that 
he might become cognizant of the way in which the inhabitants of a town were 
acting, and that he might make conditions with such a creature as the man 
Abraham about the safety or destruction of thousands of his fellow creatures ? 
Every incident in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth chapters of Genesis 
is so extreme, so revolting, that neither sex, either in youth or maturity, could 
ever have read them for the first, second, or third time, without a blush of abhor- 
rence. Those who talk about the immorality of Catholic confesaon, and of the 
coarseness of Shakspeare, should surely mention Biblical coarseness first. Is it 
consistent with Almighty Perfecdon, that it should assume a visible form to make 
verbal covenants with a creature, the conditions of which were the continual 
mutilation of its own perfect formations, as well as the disarrangement of the 
general operation of nature. Again, what morality is taught by the Almighty 
consenting to avert, for the sake of ten righteous men, the punishment due to 
the inhabitants of an entire city for having brought themselves into the most 
abominable state by their own most filthy and unnatural crimes. Neither the 
conditional consent of the Almighty to grant the request, nor the request itself on 
the part of Abraham, offers any moral lesson to mankind ; but, on the contrary, 
brings the superintending providence of the Almighty, as well as the righteousness 
of fiiithfUl Abraham, into doubt. (Here again, with regard to all these events, the 
remark so often made of Biblical accounts holds valid ; that effect, and not truth 
is the object in view.) Again, what judgment are we to pronounce upon the pro- 
posal of righteous Lot before the angelic messengers of the Almighty, when the 
men from the plain cities surrounded his house for their unholy object? and like- 
wise of his own and of his daughters' conduct just after they had witnessed the 
heavy judgments upon iniquity and disobedience, and had been placed in security 
by the providence of God ? ' But let a veil be drawn over these offensive pictures, 
which are open to so many strong objections concerning their claim to inspiration ; 
and let us ask the laity above appealed to, whether it is from the representations of 
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tlie chancter and workings of the God of Israel, contained in thete chapters of 
Genesis, that they have become impressed with the exalted notion of a holj, 
benevolent, adorable, and unrestrained intelligence, who presides over the destiny 
of the nniyerse, or from representations and from experience totally of another 
character? 

The Bible was not written for Great Britain. It is a book composed exdnnvely 
for the Jews, to suit the civilization and morality then in vogue, and not to be 
Examined into, but to be believed. It might have well suited the climate, the 
government, and the character of the inhabitants of the Ganaanite soil, but it is not 
congenial with the British mind or British soil. The hardy inhabitant of Britain 
is too matter-of-fikct, too practical, too logical, too inquiring, too void of supersti- 
tion to relish and credit the Jewish history of the Bible ; and it is more than 
probable that not one British youth in every hundred has ever read through the 
Bible under any other feeling than that of compulsion. Even few of those who 
have entered the Church, idnce they have passed the required examination, may, 
perhaps seldom have opened its pages, unless to obtain some necessary information 
upon the subject of their discourse. The same remark may be correct upon 
young ladies ; for only a few who are apprehensive of being free from marital 
restraint may, of their own accord, search into its pages during their hours of 
uneasy solitude. 

The inquiring youth finds, upon looking into the Old Testament, such strange, 
miraculous, and impossible accounts of men, manners, and events, which are 
totally at variance with his own experience, but the belief of which he is told is 
absolutely necessary for the salvation of his soul; and respecting the New 
Testament he is still more at fkult, as it is not likely that doctrines which have 
so much puzzled the learned Fathers of the Church, can be clear to his unmatured 
understanding. Fearing, therefore, lest a too great demand may be made upon 
his faith, he shelves the book, and prefers, perhaps wisely, the perusal of natural 
histories and travels to Biblical truths — and either surrenders a blind consent to 
inspiration, or becomes totally sceptical thereon. Thus, in reality, the great part 
of Christendom are unacquainted with the whole contents of the Bible ; have 
neither faith nor knowledge therein, and are debited with what they may never 
have possessed. Even of the clergy, among whom may be some of the notorious 
" Eleven Thousand," there may be many who, Sabbath after Sabbath, impress 
upon their congregations the necessity of believing all the Articles of the Christian 
Faith, yet themselves entertain much doubt respecting their validity, and who, if 
closely questioned, might qualify the course of preaching which they adopt by the 
confession, " My poverty, and not my will consents." 

But should the enlightened laity believe in the consistency of all these earthly 
and visible manifestations of the Being who is considered the Creator and 
Upholder of the Universe, it is sought, why, during the contentions of the 
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Christian Ghnrchefl of the earlier ages, and amidst the contentions of those 
churches of the present day^ and amid the war and strife of nations, no such 
manifestations have been made to mankind, in order to make covenants, to decide 
disputes, to make known God's will, to feed the hungry, &c. ? If Bishop Golenso 
be wrong, why should he not be visibly rebuked by Christ, as the persecuting 
Paul relates that he himself was, and that Christ appeared to him the *' last of 
all ?" And if no such interruptions occur now to the regular course of nature, 
notwithstanding the many calls for divine interposition, it may be justly inferred 
from the experience of this and of a previous generation, that the only occur- 
rence which has ever taken place on earth, of all these unnatural events, has been 
in the imagination of man's head. The effect of such imag^ings has been to 
destroy the good effects which might have arisen from social relationship, greatly 
to retard the progress of science, and even to prevent the development of the 
brain. The world will not become civilized by the " creeds, articles, and other 
formularies" of the ** Eleven Thousand," or by those of any other sect or nation. 
The mind must be free aa the air and the light of heaven, and the effects of its 
freedom, not the mind itself, only restrained when evil results ensue, in like 
manner as the force of the wind and glare of light are modified when injury may 
result therefrom. But to restrain constantly universal mind by the creed of an 
individual or of a sect, would be as injurious to the intellectual as it would be to 
the physical world to fix the temperature of the air and the force of the wind 
over the whole world to the constant degree exhibited on some especial day or on 
some peculiar spot. Neither creeds nor creed-upholding missionaries have 
civilized or religionized England or Europe. War, with its accompanying blood- 
shed, has been more effectual, but trade and commerce still more efficacious. The 
spiritual philosophy of Plato, the mummies of Egypt, and the ancient religions 
of India, gave hope of a future state, before Paul made it doubtfUl. Do the 
*' Eleven Thousand" think that the Athanasian creed and church formularies have 
rendered Great Britain comparatively peaceable, happy, and prosperous. If so, 
let them become undeceived, and rid themselves, at least, of one dangerous belief. 
If England is in a condition in any way superior to that which existed prior to the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, when Christianity, with all its *' creeds, articles, and 
other formularies," and superstitious ceremonies were rife and held sway over the 
land, it must have arisen from the freer exercise of the intellectual powers, to the 
censure of those very creeds which the " Eleven Thousand " would so persistingly 
cherish. 

Humanity has not changed its nature, but the wider range given to its 
energies has called forth a greater amount of art and science, to the suppression of 
superstitious notions and the increase of knowledge. Thus fresh sources have 
arisen for the employment and gratification of the mental Acuities, and less 
opportunities have been allowed for the indulgence of the sensual propensities* 
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Printing, without donbt, has been and still is the great reformer, especially nnder 
the inflnenoe of a free press and free discusdon npon erery subject connected 
with ciTil and religious goTemment. The admirable arrangement of the police 
•ystem, now aided by the use of gas, which has almost turned night into day, 
and the speedy communication by the aid of steam and its helpmate, the electric 
telegraph, which have almost brought the secret actions of men and their evil 
deeds into open day, and thus checked their eommisdon, have all had their share 
in producing any amelioration which may have taken place among the people of 
Great Britain, or upon those of any other part of our globe. Instead, then, of sending 
Ibrth misaonaries armed with exclusive and therefore most uncharitable creeds, 
which wound the feelings and excite the animomty of all those entertaining a belief 
and religion of their own choice, to other lands, let them remain at home and 
employ their time and the money to instruct the ignorant and feed the hungry, 
or to provide work and clothing for them ; and let our artisans, our traders, our 
en^eers, — ^pioneers of industry, commerce, cultivation, and morality,— enter into 
friendly communication with other nations, but have no concern in religious 
matters, but allow every man to prepare for another state in the way which the 
Creator has appointed, and which is most congenial to every man's own peculiar 
views. 

In the present day there are enthuraastic Christians weak-minded enough to 
cherish the hope that Jerusalem will one day, and that soon, become again the 
sole inheritance of the ** lost Sheep of Israel," and arrange for their return thither 
by converting them to Christianity ; and some, who have more money than 
sense, might be induced to subscribe towards a ftind for the re-establishment of 
crusades to re-enact '* holy wars." Surely the sensible portion of the Jewish fra- 
ternity must regard with a half contemptuous pity such weak-minded individuals 
and wonder at such folly ; and ask whether these same enthusiasts have formed 
any plan for the return of all the descendants of the emigrants who have quitted 
England to set sail and take possession of the native land of their forefathers. 
The subject of the customs, whims, and&ncies engendered by superstition, is very 
amusing ; but to the Jews, whose religious worship, of the present day at least, is 
so rimple and unostentatious, the amount of ceremonies beliefs, doctrines, customs, 
hours of worship among the various sects and denominations of Christians, must be 
a subject of astonishment ; and to read of plans and societies, formed by Christians 
for the conversion of the Jews, must be to the Jews themselves, the objects of these 
pious endeavours, a matter of still greater astonishment. Well may they ask : 
If converted, to what church or sect are we to belong, or which to choose, in 
the plenitude of such distinctions? The sight, or even name of the cross 
must be hatefrd to the Jews, remembering that it was Jesus in whose commemo- 
ration the cross was established, who had sent all the Scribes and Pha- 
risees and all others whose righteousness had no more claim than theirs to his 
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kingdom of heaven, to the kingdom of hell> It would appear, also, that we 
Christians, or Gentiles, are merely indebted to the benefits (?) of the doctrines 
which Jesus preached in consequence of the rq'ection of them by the Jews, for 
which r^ection Jesus reviles and condemns them in the most imcharitable harsh- 
ness. " Ye aerpmta, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation cf hell f" 
*' Therefore, I say unto you, the kingdom of Qod shall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fhiits thereof." Such are the sentiments ex- 
pressed throughout the whole of the New Testament towards the Jews. Of course 
Paul is not at all averse to add his note in unison with that of his master. " But 
Paul and Barnabas waxed bold and said, It was necessary that the word of God 
should first have been spoken to you ; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo ! we turn to the Gentiles." This Paul, 
who waxed so bold, and whose extraordinary egotism was his only spring of 
action, seemed surprised at the modesty of the Jews in deeming themselves 
unworthy of the offer which he made to them ; but yet without expressing any 
regret ot pity at the rash choice they had made, he unconcernedly turns away 
and makes the offer to another party. 

* Supposing these to be true accounts, how often must the Jews of the past 
and present day have congratulated themselves upon the wise choice which their 
forefathers formerly made, and which themselves are now making, in refusing 
these offers, having witnessed the continual disputes, contentions, and bloody wars 
which have arisen among Christians themselves from these doctrines, and 
with other nations, upon whom they have tried to force their doctrines ; which 
scenes are still occurring, and may yet long continue. Is it, then, in any degree 
feasible, to expect that the Jews, to whose forefathers the offer of Christianity 
was made by the Author himself, and by them rejected, would accept from the 
Gentiles of the present day the fruits which had accrued from their own fore- 
&thers* leavings, and which, if received by them, would involve them in all the 
Christians' domestic and foreign religious disputes? The Jews do wisely to 
avail themselves of all our scientific and commercial advantages, but still more 
wisely in refusing the very doubtful advantages of the Christian doctrines ; and 
Christians act most unadvisedly in their foolish endeavours to interrupt 
that friendly and benevolent relation which connects all the members of the 
Jewish community by intemperate and partisan creeds. The general go- 

* Let not this es^ression, " sent to hell," shock the ears of any Christian. To those who 
are not, an apology is offered, for it is Scriptural, and endorsed by the " Eleven Thousand." 
If memory sexre, the following couplet is found in Dr. Watts's hymns :— 
" Death and destruction naJred lie, 
And Hell uncovered to his eye." 
The eijpression, formerly so common in the streets, " Go to hell, and be damned," shows 
how demoralizing some of the Scriptural doctrines are to the people, although, when pro- 
nounced from the pulpit, they are considered humanizing. See "The Tribunal/' &&, p. 105, 
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Temment and behaviour of this community offer mnch that is worthy of 
imitation. The Jews have their prejudices and peculiarities, as each distinct 
religious sect has ; and it will be by the freedom allowed by a liberal Goremment, 
not by the excluding creeds of ** The Oxford Declaration/' that these will become 
lessened. Considering that the Jews are restrained by two weekly Sabbaths; 
they bear the privation very philosophically. Seeing that this proselytizing mania 
of Christians towards the Jews is as unjust as it is useless, since both Jesus and 
his Apostles have excluded them from the " Kingdom of God," and the Jews 
themselves of to-day pertinaciously object to receive, through the medium of 
Christians, what their Others refused from the fountain-head — ^is it, then, 
commendable, that Christians should still arrogantly persist in enforcing 
the ** creeds, articles, and other formularies'' of their Prayer Book upon other 
nations? It has been remarked, that Jesus departed to no foreign region to preach 
his kingdom which was at hand ; and that all things were to be fulfilled before 
his generation passed away. Thus their Master affords them no precedent. 
What rancour is excited if a Catholic interferes with the duties or the disciples 
of a Protestant priest, how, then, would he resent that of a heathen and a 
foreigner. And yet the Protestant deems it his duty, to God and man of course, 
to thrust himself and his doctrines, which are -most revolting to the civil and 
religious prejudices of the court and people upon whom he would force them, 
upon any nation when he deems it fitting so to act. And should the native 
government interpose its authority lest the missionary's zeal for his own prophet 
and doctrines and his disrespect for the prophet and doctrines of the people 
among whom he really may be considered a trespasser, might bring destruction 
upon himself, and thereby embroil, perhaps, in war the two governments, he 
takes offence at the prudent measures adopted to avoid evil consequences from 
ensuing through his own rashness, and appeals to the British consul or ambas- 
sador, which causes a long and, perhaps, angry correspondence to arise between 
the two governments from the rashness of a zealot. Such a case seems to have 
arisen between the Porte and England* It is absurd to excuse oneself by saying 
that the prophet or author of the religion was not evil spoken of; for it is 
impossible to preach the doctrines upheld by the " Eleven Thousand" without 
insulting the doctrines and hierarchy of every religion of the globe. Instead, then, 
of sending missionaries abroad, let them enlighten in social duties the helpless and 
ignorant youth of our lanes and alleys, teach them some trade, and cend them to our 
colonies ; and, for the sake of peace and unity amongst the nations of the earth, 
let this religious proselytism among the heathen cease ; for in so far as Christian 
sects are concerned, every religion may retort upon them with this just reproach * 
Physicians, heal yourselves I Give Providence credit for knowing how to govern 
the world in a right way, and then those who hold this opinion will prudently 
allow each individual to indulge in his own preparation for futurity by creeds 
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which are most congenial to his own intellectual development. Expand the 
intellectual capabilities of man by the excitements of science and art, and his 
religion and morality will imbibe a purer tone of sentiment. Even the intro- 
duction of national sports and the drama will have more effect in assimilating 
nations and uniting them in brotherly love, than religious creeds can ever 
accomplish. 

The unsettled state of South America ever since its conquest by Spain and the 
introduction of Christianity in its worst form, the Roman Catholic, proves the ill 
results which follow superstition under the sanction of relipon. Had it come under 
the influence of the milder, less superstitious, and, therefore, less illiberal rule of 
Protestantism, how much more stable and moral its government would be. If 
its present condition be now compared with that of the northern division, it is true 
the balance at a first glance would be in favour of the South, but in reality it is 
not so. The present state of North America is an exceptional one, for it in 
truth arises from order pushed beyond just bounds. It is order sought to be 
established by the violent restraint or tyranny of a poUHccU creed. To characterize 
by the term, " Political Beformation," the sanguinary quarrel of the United 
States of North America which is now raging, is perhaps, the correct idea 
to give of it. It has been stated that men interest themselves more closely in 
civil than in religious politics, because the fruits and advantages of the first are 
present and positive, but of the latter the blessings are only prospective and mys- 
terious; and thus they leave to the priests the onus of providing for these 
interests ; and it is only when the priest's exactions become too heavy and his 
restraints too severe, that opposition is made to his rule ; but it is not so tamely 
that men submit to the exactions and restraints of their civil code, the evils or 
benefits of which they consider themselves more or less qualified to question. 

The United States, like a child spoilt by indulgences, had arrived at adult 
age without having learnt discretion. Their immense inland resources, the vast 
numbers of emigrants who had settied in them from various nations of Europe 
and other parts of the globe, had opened to them such inexhaustible sources of 
wealth, that they, in their bloated pride, were aspiring to the dictatorship of the 
whole globe. But, as the arrogance and tyranny which the Christian court of 
Rome began to exercise over the conscience, and afterwards over the bodies of 
mankind, — ^when Constantine, for political objects perhaps, had invested its mem- 
bers with civil authority, — at last drove the people to resist its intolerance, and 
brought contempt upon its own misrule ; so has the foolish pride and tyranny of 
the political court at Washington caused some of its member States to throw off 
all alliance, and in its unjust and merciless endeavours to bring them again into 
union, has excited the pity and disgust of the European nations. This really is 
the cause of this disunion in the North American States, and it proves how 
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iigatious are the effects of forcing men to receive either political or religioias 
creeds against their will, or of sacrificing the interests or feelings of one party or 
of several parties to those of another ; all political and religious wars might 
have been avoided, and the greater part of the wars which have happened have 
the one or the other of these causes for their origin. It is no easy task to govern 
a nation, much less several : but the more the subjects and Government assimi- 
late, the less difficult the task. The Government must, perforce, adopt enlight- 
ened measures to legislate for the well-being of an enlightened people; and 
among an enlightened people there must necessarily be many opinions and many 
parties or interests^ all of which a liberal Legislature will respect. No British 
Government of the present day would dream of resorting to exclusive doctrines as a 
system of legislation for the British nation ; and none but the '* Eleven Thousand" 
and their abettors would dream of making mankind holy by consigning the souls 
and bodies of their fellows to perpetual punishment hereafter, for not compre- 
hending and believing the incomprehensible doctrines which took their rise in the 
dark ages of miracles and superstitions. 

If true religion cannot be taught by parents, by a conmion schoolmaster, and 
even by the menials of a household, it proves that the people are in a very low 
scale of moral ignorance and intellectual development, or that religion is in a 
very high state of mysticism, each of which conditions being very prejudicial to 
social union and happiness. 

We have seen that our youth prefer the perusal of natural histories, travels, 
works on art and science, biographies, even novels and romances, and accounts 
of women in white, black, and red, to Biblical doctrines ; and it is perhaps well for 
England and the world that it is so. Superstition and mysticism have not made 
Britain what it now is, supposing always that it claims now more superiority in 
excellence than at the epoch when Julius Osesar is said to have invaded it. It has 
been shown that humanity, and all animal as well as vegetable life, have distinc- 
tions or modifications which arise from various causes, not the least of which 
changes is the influence of climate, which modifies other influences as food, 
clothing, habitation, &c. Britons, whatever the influences may be, have always 
distinguished themselves by courage, perseverance, enterprise, generosity, and 
resistance to oppression. " Fair play " seems to have been their niotto in early 
ages as well as at the present day. Neither Scotland nor Wales can be said to 
have been conquered to England. They became united by reciprocal benefits, 
and this is the only lasting bond of social union. It is this which makes the 
English Government the government of the people, whose wish is to allow all 
comers to enjoy the benefits of this union, without distinction of creed or country, 
and to allow other nations their own privileges and customs, without interfering 
therein. All necessary changes will be brought to pass in the natural coiuBe of 
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events, without man employing the agency of that which he deems divine 
miracles. Humanity of the present day does not depend upon humanity of past 
ages for its nature. All the prophets of old could not have changed a fool into a 
sage ; neither can all the hierarchy of both Churches, with all their intercession, 
change an idiot into a philosopher more eflfectually than all the washerwomen of 
London, with the aid of soap and water, can change a negro into a white man. 
From the archbishop, clothed in lawn, through all the gradations of society, down 
to the sweeper in rags, who plies his broom at some crossing, there may be, in the 
estimation of the Creator, — and why not also in that of man? — no higher degreie 
of the religious sentiment, of honesty, or a greater amount of intellect in the one 
than in the other and the happiness of the one may be as great as, or even 
greater than that of the other. Shakspeare makes all his characters bear testi- 
mony to this philosophy. Such also is Dr. Paley's philosophy, to which, also, 
every observing and reflecting individual of the present day will assent. Even 
the rites of the Juggernaut festival, which again, in the present day, shocks so 
many English sensitive minds, and induces sensation sermons upon its horrors, 
sometimes for pecuniary objects, are not so revolting as some Christian customs, 
when calmly and unprejudicially viewed. There may be as much piety and 
meaning in the worship of Juggernaut and other images, whether bedaubed in 
green, yellow, or red paint, as in that of the cross in elevation or in any other 
position, and whether composed of gold, silver, tin, copper, wood, or tinsel ; or as 
in that of the Maries and other figures painted on glass, wood, mortar, or canvas. 
But to eat their own God in the shape of baked flour, of which the pagans accuse 
the Christians, is certainly a refinement to which Brahminism does not yet aspire. 
And what is there so horrid in a few individuals, who, like some of the ** Eleven 
Thousand" English priests, may have more superstition than sense, voluntarily 
immolating themselves to the object of their trust and adoration ? If they feel 
that by so doing they procure for themselves the greatest degree of happiness, let 
them eiyoy this satisfaction, since they have no earthly tie strong enough to dis- 
suade from this act. Christians boast that they are the staunchest to their faith, 
and vaunt this fact as a proof of the divine inspiration of their doctrines. Such, 
really, as has elsewhere been observed, is not true. Christians, especially those of 
the Catholic persuasion, have certainly manifested a great amount of valour in 
immolating by fire, and by other torments, heretics to the objects of their trust 
and worship ; and the heretics have shown some degree of trust in undergoing the 
penalty without recantation. But if the tmth were told, perhaps every Pagan 
nation is more staunch to its creed than the Christian ; not against reason, intel- 
ligence, and argument, but against blind belief and mere brutal force. There is 
in the Christian religion such an ad libitum kind of belief, that the religious ideas 
entertained by the Christian world, not only among two sects, but by two indi- 
viduals among the whole of the sects, do not in many points coincide. It is per- 
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haps this very fireedom whicli enlists in its canse so mncli of the intelligence of 
Eniope, and which is thus purifying it, so to speak, from so many of the crudities 
which still disfigure its doctrines ; and as science continues to dispel the mists of 
superstition, so will more generous doctrines supplant the less liberal creeds, and at 
length produce a creed acceptable to all nations. 

Foreign nations did not interfere with English Christians when religious in- 
tolerance was disgracing humanity by Smithfield fiies, or when duelling was in 
YOg^e, nor does our Goyemment interfere by sending public criers to denounce 
the horrid barbarities of the social states of North America, in an over zeal for 
humanity, fearing lest this zeal might only complicate the difficulties, and increase 
the extent of the war. If, then, nations suffer no missions to interfere in their 
affi&irs which are injurious to all their interests, it is not likely that benefits will 
arise by foreign priests attacking and condemning the rites and prejudices of a 
nation's creed, to supplant it by their own. The same power which has assigned 
to vegetables their qualities, to the brutes their dispositions, and to humanity its 
mind, has likewise assigned to every nation its religious creed, suited to its intel- 
lectual capacities ; and to consign mankind hereafter to perpetual torments in a 
world to come, for their natural defects in this, would compromise all the adora- 
tion and love which are due from the creature to his Creator. Let us all, then, 
entertain the hope at least, that whatever be the faults and failings of humanity 
in this world, all punishment for the same ceases at death. This doctrine will 
not only purify our social charity, but render more ardent and unsullied our 
adoration to our Creator. In short, let us all hope, that after death, when we 
appear before our Heavenly Father, who made no distinction amongst mankind in 
the dispensation of his earthly benefits, the greatest and only drawback to perfect 
happiness in the kingdom to come, will be the astonishment of the " Eleven 
Thousand" and their abettors, at beholding in the presence of the Lord the 
multitudes of all nations, peoples, and tongues, who have not subscribed to the 
OXFORD DECLARATION. 

[Do not the fatal riots of August, 1864, at Belfast, prove that they are one 
of the evils which have resulted from the " scene which was enacted on Calvary 
nearly two thousand years ago ? '*] 
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